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MAYOR’S COMMENTS
by Jim Proctor TC \l1 "
Ride for Kids 

On August 28th, the twelfth annual Ride For Kids will once again come to Lake Lure. The Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation of the U.S. funds medical research grants and clinical fellowships to help find the cause and cure of childhood brain tumors.  Last year more than 450 motorcycle riders raised more than $109,000!!  


If you would like to donate this year please mail a check made out to "PBTFUS" to PO Box 384, Lake Lure, NC 28746.  You may also leave donations at the Lake Lure Town Hall. Their website is: http://ride4kids.org/

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT

by H.M. “Chuck” Place III, AICP

The Torch is Coming, the Torch is Coming.... 


The torch being the symbol of our very own Hickory Nut Gorge OLYMPIAD 2005 coming to town on the 12th and 13th of this month.  This is a really exciting event, or rather series of events – over 30, including a triathlon, 10K race, swimming, canoeing, tennis, golf, basketball, and other athletic activities.  In addition, there will be less strenuous endeavors including sand sculpture, baseball throw, tot’s games and the like. Like the guy behind the OLYMPIAD, Doug Long, says – something for the serious and not so serious athlete!  


Typically, the hard part of putting on an event of this magnitude is finding enough volunteers.  Not so, this time.  According the Doug and his partner, Bob Keith, they are blessed with a wonderful cadre of willing and very able volunteers led by equally willing event coordinators.  What they really need now are participants!


This sports festival is open to every one from tots to seniors. Registration is a very reasonable $5 per event and the proceeds will go to the five area volunteer fire departments and the EMS unit.  There will be a great time for all, and if you don’t want to participate, come and watch.  


Events will be held at the Morse Park/Marina area in the Town Center, near the Dam Marina and at the Lake Lure Golf and Beach Resort.  There will be a stream of water taxis (including yours truly!) to shuttle folks back and forth. There will be an opening ceremony to light the torch at the resort with a dance and ice cream social and a closing ceremony at the town beach.  The second annual summer boat parade will be a part of the closing ceremony.


So ..... DON”T MISS IT!  This promises to be the premiere event of the season.

Erosion Control  


As reported by Erosion Control Officer Clint Calhoun in this issue, we have adopted a new ordinance regulating land disturbance and erosion. Clint points out that the regulations will require more effort on the part of applicants to receive permits to disturb land.  Contrary to popular belief,  we public employees do not really like adding additional regulations; they create more work for us. On the other hand, this new regulation is so important to the well being of our community that the amount of effort to administer and enforce it is irrelevant.


All of you have been affected in one way or another by the tremendous amount of erosion on the hillsides and siltation in the lake caused, in large measure, by the quantity of land disturbance we have seen over the past several years. This is not to say that all development is bad, rather that poorly executed development is bad. In some cases, it is a matter of ignorance, in other cases it is a matter of expedience. Whatever the reason, poorly executed development – regardless of the scale – is degrading the quality of life for every one of us.


Therefore, if it takes a little more effort to fill out the application form for a land disturbance permit and you are required to prepare a plan to show how you will prevent erosion on your construction site, keep in mind that the goal is to protect our mountainsides and the lake, and ultimately, property values and our way of life in Lake Lure. 


TOWN COUNCIL ACTIVITIES

by Town Clerk Mary Flack, MMC, CTC
REGULAR MEETING: The regular town council meeting was held on Tuesday, July 12, 2005, 7:00 p.m., in the meeting room of the Lake Lure Municipal Center.

 Under the “consent agenda,” Council:

* approved the minutes of June 14, 2005;

* approved a membership agreement with the Municipal Insurance Trust of North Carolina (MIT) and Resolution No. 05-07-12A authorizing the execution of the “Interlocal Agreement for a Group Self-Insurance Pool for Benefit Risk Sharing”;

* approved a membership agreement with the North Carolina Interlocal Risk Management Agency (NCIRMA) and Resolution No. 05-07-12B authorizing the execution of the “Interlocal Agreement for a Group Self-Insurance Pool for Workers’ Compensation Risk Sharing”; and

* approved a membership agreement with the Interlocal Risk Financing Fund of North Carolina (IRFFNC) and Resolution No. 05-07-12C Authorizing the Execution of the “Interlocal Agreement for a Group Self-Insurance Pool for Property and Liability Risk Sharing”.

In other activities, Town Council:
* held a public hearing and adopted Ordinance No. 05-07-12 amending the Town of Lake Lure Zoning Regulations, Title IX, Chapter 92, establishing a commercial shopping center district;

* held a public hearing and adopted Ordinance No. 05-07-12A amending the Town of Lake Lure zoning map to rezone 1 lot from R-3 (Resort Residential District) to GU (Government Use District) as requested by Petition RZ-05-02;

* held a public hearing and adopted Ordinance No. 05-07-12B amending the Town of Lake Lure zoning map to Rezone 2 lots from CG (Commercial General) to CSC (Commercial Shopping Center) as requested by Petition RZ-05-03;

* held a public hearing and adopted Resolution No. 05-07-12 creating a Rutherford County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan;

* heard a request from the Hickory Nut Gorge Chamber of Commerce for town funds to be used toward a fireworks display; town council approved a budget amendment of $500.00 from the contingency fund to pay toward fireworks;

* adopted Ordinance No. 05-07-12C amending the Lake Structures Regulations, Title IX, Chapter 94, revising the intent section relating to the ownership of the lake; and

* held a closed session meeting to discuss legal matters and attorney client privilege regarding ongoing litigation.

REGULAR MEETING:   The Lake Lure Marine Commission held their regular meeting on Tuesday, July 12, 2005, 1:00 p.m. in the council meeting room of the Lake Lure Municipal Center.

Marine Commission:

* considered a request from John Evans for a variance on a boat permit policy regarding a deck boat; the marine commission granted a temporary boat permit to John Evans for the remainder of the year 2005, and stipulated that no future permits on this boat would be granted from the town; and

* held a discussion regarding lake issues.

COMMUNITY POLICING NEWS

by Chief Mike Bustle

Congratulations goes to Cpl. Sean Humphries of the Lake Lure Police Department for a job well done in the apprehension of a fugitive from South Carolina wanted for a probation violation for manslaughter.

     Humphries and Dep. Todd Laughter received notification of the fugitive possibly in our area and checked several locations with negative results.  Later, while on routine patrol, Cpl. Humphries observed the suspect vehicle and followed it the Lake Lure Mini-Mart where Humphries took the suspect into custody without incident.  The suspect was transported to the Rutherford County Jail for pick-up by Henderson county authorities.


Chief Bustle recently attended the North Carolina Chief’s Association Conference in Atlantic Beach where he received various networking opportunities and various blocks of administrative training.  Chief Bustle was recently elected to represent all police chiefs in western North Carolina on the association’s board of directors.


Members of the North Carolina Senior Consumer Fraud Task Force report that fraud artists recently appear to be trading on the name of Wal-Mart by using it to issue counterfeit check scams on some eBay users.  The victim customer advised that a fraudulent money order was delivered by UPS with a letter detailing where to send the currency obtained by cashing the check. 


“Kind words do not cost much.



Yet they accomplish much.”

Author: Blaise Pascal

GOLF COURSE NEWS

by Sheila Spicer, Pro Shop Clerk

The new carts finally came in and they are great! They are quiet, safe, and everyone seems to like them. 

Jeff and Dave are doing their best to keep everything cut in between the rain showers. At one point we had 15 inches in a two week span. Needless to say everything is very green, but the grass also tends to grow fast in the wet humid conditions. Some of the fairways don’t drain as well as the others, and this makes it hard to get the heavy mowers on them. Bear with them and they will keep things cut as best they can.


The Western Carolina Junior Golf Association held one of their golf tournaments here June 22, 2005. It was good to see so many young people interested in golf. We hope they enjoyed playing here as much as we enjoyed having them.


Due to unforeseen circumstances we have moved Captain’s Choice from Friday nights to Monday nights. We hope this doesn’t inconvenience anyone too much and hope that it will continue to be as popular as it was on Friday nights. It will continue to start at 5:30 p.m. every Monday night.

Quote of the month: “By the time a man can afford to lose a golf ball, he can’t hit it that far.” Lewis Grizzard 

UPPER BROAD RIVER WATERSHED

PROTECTION PROGRAM
by Clint Calhoun TC \l1 "y Clint Calhoun, Erosion Control Specialist

Well, we have reached the halfway point through the summer as I write this article.  Change is taking place in the realm of sediment and erosion control.  As many of you probably know by now, the Lake Lure Town Council adopted a new sedimentation control ordinance.  The prior ordinance adopted by the town had deficiencies that prevented the state from being able to officially approve it, therefore preventing the town from being able to regulate certain aspects of erosion and sedimentation control.  The new ordinance addresses those issues, and with the blessing of the state, will hopefully allow the town to more effectively regulate and enforce sediment problems that affect the property owners of Lake Lure as well as the lake itself.  We will be presenting our newly adopted ordinance before the NC Sedimentation Control Commission on August 17.  I am confident that the Commission will approve this new ordinance and we can continue to grow our local program.


As part of the changes to the ordinance, we have also made some changes to the process for obtaining a Land Disturbance Permit.  If you are a contractor or a property owner, these changes are important to note because they will either expedite or slow down the time it will take for you to get an approval for a disturbance activity.  In addition, our fee schedule has changed slightly, particularly as they relate to land disturbance over areas one acre or greater.  If you come into the Town Hall to pull a Land Disturbance Permit, you need to know whether the square footage of land is greater than an acre or less than an acre so that you get the correct application.  


If you are disturbing an area less than one acre, you will need the following things in order for your permit to be approved:

· 
A location map showing and identifying roads.
· 
Either a certified copy of a survey or a copy of the tax maps showing the actual property which is the subject of the application.
· 
A sketch plan drawn to scale showing the following:
o 
Boundaries and topography of the property including existing and proposed site conditions (buildings, streets, driveways, parking lots, utilities, setbacks, watercourses, features affecting stormwater runoff and management).
o 
Offsite conditions (locations of drainage areas, lakes and streams that are not actually on the area to be disturbed)
o 
Area to be disturbed (building footprint, access roads, graded surfaces, cut and fill slopes, etc.)
o 
Stormwater systems (catch basins, inlets, culverts, swales, ditches, and channels).
o 
Stream crossings (if applicable).
o 
Temporary and permanent sedimentation and erosion control measures (locations and dimensions of gravel entrances, diversion ditches, silt fences, sediment basins, velocity dissipators, ditch lining, retaining walls, etc.)
o 
Construction sequence (permits, installation of measures, inspections and approvals, maintenance of measures, ground cover, and removal of measures after stabilization).
o 
Temporary and permanent seeding plans (seed bed preparation, fertilizer and lime rates, seeding schedule and rates, mulch and tack materials and rates)
· 
Such other documents as may be requested by the Erosion Control Officer to ensure compliance with the Lake Lure Sedimentation Control Ordinance.

It is paramount that you provide all of this information.  Failure to provide us with the information that we need will result in a disapproval of the permit.  Once all of the requested information has been submitted, whoever is applying for the permit must schedule a time to meet with the Erosion Control Officer to go over the permit and to go over any questions that either the Erosion Control Officer or the applicant may have.  Once an erosion control plan has been submitted, the Erosion Control Officer will have 10 days to review the plan.  Upon approval, the applicant can begin construction but not until the permit has been signed by the Erosion Control Officer.


For land disturbing activities greater than an acre, the above list is modified and more technical.  This is due to the fact that a larger disturbed area has the potential to generate more sediment and therefore must meet more stringent requirements.  The review process for this type of project is 30 days rather than 10 days and still requires the approval of the Erosion Control Officer.  Because this type of activity is not as frequent in the Town of Lake Lure, for sake of time and length of this article I won’t describe that process in depth.  I will say that the process is similar to the previous application process, only more detailed and specific.


My suggestion would be to you that if you are planning some type of construction, come to Town Hall well in advance of your project and pick up your application.  This will give you the chance to ask questions and help you make sure that you get what you need before submitting your completed application.  This will allow the process to move along much faster and will prevent delays in your construction process.


If you have questions about the Town of Lake Lure’s erosion and sediment control efforts  or to report an erosion problem, please feel free to contact me at (828)625-9983 ext. 123 or by e-mail at clintcalhoun@blueridge.net.  

NEWS AROUND LAKE LURE

Hickory Nut Gorge OLYMPIAD 2005 “A Sports Festival for Everyone” will be held August 12-13.


Get complete schedule information and pre-register by August 1 at www.lakeluregolf.com or call 625-3025. If you miss pre-registration, JUST SHOW UP. Many events will allow walk-up registrations. Most event fees are only $5.00. Spectators are free everywhere. 


There will  be free water taxis and land shuttles to all venues (LLG&B, Chimney Rock Park, Lake Lure Adventures at the Dam Marina and the Meadows at Morse Park).  


*Over 30 water and land fun sports events


*Great fun and memories for children, grandchildren, adults and seniors (ages 5 - 85). 
*Events for the serious and not so serious athletes


*Highlight events: Triathlon, 10K race, Swim Meet, Canoeing, Kayaking, Tennis, Golf, Fun Run, Tots Games, Basketball, Sand Sculpture, Inner Tube Races and Baseball Throw.


*Opening and Closing Ceremonies


*Main Stage Entertainment at the town park, Morse Park on Saturday


*Restaurant Festival, Ice Cream Social, Dance


*Summer Boat Parade

Proceeds to go to 5 fire departments and EMS unit

The WOC (Women of the Church) of Fairfield Mountain Chapel is sponsoring our Fall Fashion Show Luncheon.  Collections by Stein Mart will treat us to the latest in savvy wear for all types of occasions in our social outings.

WHEN:   September 8, 2005

WHERE:   Lakeview Restaurant at the Lake Lure                  Golf and Beach Resort

TIME:     11:30

COST:     $25 per person

WHAT:    Proceeds go to Eighteen (18) local charities


There will be lots of door prizes and fun and you must be present to win. So get you sisters, mothers, aunts, and girlfriends together for a wonderful time with a delicious lunch and fantastic fashions. 


Call Jackie Wallace, Church Secretary - 625-2411, 

Nancy Kessel - 625-8115 or Anne Gundel 625-9400 to reserve your seats now.


Lake Lure Garden Clubs August event will be an excursion to Daniel Stowe Botanical Gardens! It will be on Thursday, August 25 and will be a guided tour with a picnic lunch. Call Latha Narayan  at 625-1422 for questions and reservations.


The Gardens are located just minutes from Charlotte, NC.  It is named one of the nations 20 Great Gardens in HGTVs popular book, Flower Gardening and sits on 450 acres along the banks of Lake Wylie.


There is a 13,500 square foot Robert Lee Stowe Visitor Pavilion topped with a stained glass dome, 110 acres of formal gardens, nine themed gardens, 12 fountains, trails and a gift shop with “must-have” items.


Helping Neighbors, Inc. of  Bill’s Creek, Lake Lure, NC will be holding their quarterly business meeting on Thursday, August 11 at 7:00 pm.


This meeting is open to the public. Everyone interested in learning about the organization is encouraged to attend. Reports of the previous year activities will be given.


We invite all former board members, volunteers past and present as well as people who received assistance and repairs of their homes to attend.


Helping Neighbors repairs homes, provides ramps, etc. for people not eligible for assistance through other organizations or programs.


If you have any questions contact Marilyn Brucksch at 828-625-1712.


Lake Lure Newcomers invite those who are new residents in Lake Lure (24 months or less) to join them in various activities which include: potluck, gourmet, out’n about, theater, bridge/poker, book club, and hiking.  Anyone interested in becoming a member, call Rod or Yvonne Anderson at 828-625-0464.

The 2nd Annual Summer Boat Parade will be the finale for the Hickory Nut Gorge Olympiad this year. It will be held on Saturday, August 13 and will begin at 5 pm at the Lake Lure Golf and Beach Resort and make its way to the town beach area around 7:30 pm.   


This years profits will be donated to Hickory Nut Gorge Community Church Outreach, Inc. (Shepherd’s Care), a community wide program for less fortunate neighbors who need assistance with basic necessities of life.


Boat entry fees are $30 and include 2 free t-shirts and 2 free tickets to the After-Party at Malarkie’s.


There are two levels of sponsorship. The Admiral Sponsorship is available for $400 and you will receive sponsorship billing on all printed and promotional materials, 6 free t-shirts, 6 tickets to the After-Party at Malarkie’s and a free entry into the parade and the ability to award a trophy or gift certificate for a boat in the parade. The Commodore Sponsorship is available for $250 and includes a free entry to the parade, 4 free t-shirts, and 4 tickets to the After-Party at Malarkie’s.   


Contact Ken Jordan at ken@lakesedgerealty.com or call  828-625-9439 for boat entry forms or sponsorships.


Mountains Branch Library will host a special author event on Sunday, August 21 at 3:00 pm in the library meeting room at 150 Bills Creek Road.


Marshall Frank is the noted fiction author of police and thriller novels. He wrote Dire Straits and On My Fathers Grave.  This event is open to the public.


Also, the Friends of the Library group would like to remind you about their 4th Annual Potpourri Fundraiser and Silent Auction to be held Sunday, September 25 at  Herrman International on Buffalo Creek Road.  There will be food, beverages and  entertainment with a silent auction , raffle and door prizes. Tickets are $7.50 per person and will be available at the library beginning August 8. For more information call the library at 625-0456.


Chimney Rock Park goes to the Dogs! August 20 from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm we will be kicking off the Dog Days of Summer in celebration of special - sometimes joyfully unusual - relationship between dogs and their owners.


There will be dog adoptions and agility demonstrations to look-a-like contests and tips for keeping poochie in prime shape.


Dress up Rover in his favorite outfit or capture that special expression in a fun caricature to take home or surprise him to a nice manicure and grooming session. Come see what it takes to become a guide dog or a police work dog.


Call 625-9611 or visit www.chimneyrockpark.com for further information. 

 
Lake Lure Lakefront Owners Association (LLLOA).If you are interested in Lake issues and concerns and own  lakefront  property on the shores of beautiful Lake Lure, the LLLOA invites you to become a regular member.  Associate  memberships are also encouraged for those who are interested in our Lake.  Each year members receive a directory of members, informative Muse Letters, and a first class mailed subscription  to the Town of Lake Lure monthly newsletter, The Lake Lure Tribute.  Members  meet at the Town Community Center  socially  at least annually to meet neighbors and discuss issues.   Annual dues are currently a modest $17.00.  You  may pick up an application  for  membership at the Municipal Center or call Bob Keith, Pres.  at 828-625-2874 or Sue Forsyth , Treas. at  828-625-0885 for an application or any questions you may have.    
NOTICE
For comments about the operations of the Lake Lure Tours, call 828-625-4651.

The deadline for newsletter articles to be received at Town Hall for the September issue is August 23, 2005.
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