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TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT

by H.M. “Chuck” Place III, AICP

The Torch Came and Conquered...




...and with the extinguishing of the flame, the Olympiad came to an end – or did it? 


The 2005 Hickory Nut Gorge Olympiad was a rousing success by all measurements. Event registrations - over 800; audience - over 1500; sponsors -over 60; volunteers - over 200; requests to do it again - from everyone! There is no doubt that Doug Long and Bob Keith, along with their vast cadre of volunteers pulled it off magnificently. Visitors and participants alike were amazed that this was the first olympiad here in the gorge. It was so well organized and run that folks thought it was a professional venture.


If we had a “Citizen of the Year” in Lake Lure, I would certainly nominate Doug. This is not to take credit from the many folks who worked so hard like Bob, Kay Ditmer, Linda Swift and others, but Doug conceived the idea of the Olympiad and followed through with fantastic idea after idea.


The opening ceremonies at the Lake Lure Golf and Beach Resort on Friday evening were highlighted by the finish of the 10K race from the new Ingles store on NC 9 to the beach at the resort via Buffalo Shoals road. Everyone watched the dozens of athletes sprint, run, jog or just struggle across the finish line as dusk approached. Many events had already been completed by that time and the winners and participants of those events joined the spectators to watch while the 15 ft. high torch was lit to gasps and ooh-ahh’s from the assembly. The winner of the 10K event and three winners from the youth races participated in the lighting ceremony.  Gold, silver and bronze medals were presented to the winners while the audience applauded their efforts.


Many more events were held on Saturday at the resort, near the dam, Chimney Rock Park  and at Morse Park in the town center. To connect the various venues, a free bus and water taxi service was provided. I was privileged to see both the beginning and the end of the triathlon at the resort: one leg each of swimming, biking and running over a 90+ minute course. In addition to the events for youth and adults, there were several events for the wee folk in Morse Park who won medals just like their elders. When all was said and done over 100 gold, silver and bronze medals were awarded and several contestants won more than one, including one young lady who picked up 6 golds – enough that Bob Keith awarded her a seventh for her achievement.


The closing ceremony in the park was also wonderfully stirring with pomp and circumstance, including bluegrass music, cloggers, hymns, a color guard, more awards and speeches. The ceremony was threatened by rain, but it held off until well afterwards. The torch ran out of gas right at the very end of the ceremony and with the extinguishing of the flame, the Olympiad came to an end – except it didn’t! Doug promised all that the Olympiad would continue next year, even bigger and better. 


The flame may be out, but its spirit will live on until rekindled in 2006!
TOWN COUNCIL ACTIVITIES

by Town Clerk Mary Flack, MMC, CTC
 REGULAR MEETING: The regular town council meeting was held on Tuesday, August 9, 2005, 7:00 p.m., in the meeting room of the Lake Lure Municipal Center.

  Under the “consent agenda,” Council:

* approved the minutes -- July 12, 2005 (regular meeting and closed session);

* approved a request from Carrie Tracie to suspend the town’s alcohol ordinance in order to serve beer, and wine during a wedding reception  inside the Community Hall of the Lake Lure Municipal Center;

* approved a contract between the Town of Lake Lure and the town auditor for  fiscal year beginning July 1, 2004 and ending June 30, 2005; 

* amended the 2005 town council meeting schedule changing the November 8, 2005 (2nd Tuesday) meeting to November 15, 2005 (3rd Tuesday) at 7:00 p.m. in the meeting room of the Lake  Lure Municipal Center; and

* approved  budget amendment as presented by the finance director transferring $8,000 to cover the cost of a new motor for the police boat.

In other activities, Town Council:
* adopted Ordinance No. 05-08-09 amending Chapter 50, Section 50.04 of the Code of Ordinances for the Town of Lake Lure relating to required water connections;

* reviewed a proposal/survey submitted by Bill Beason relating to town property located adjacent to Sunset Cove; after discussion town council members agreed not to sell this particular property at this time; 

* rejected the bid offered by William Seymour to purchase town property located adjacent to Buffalos Shoals Road and Sunset Cove;

* directed the town manager to draft an ordinance regarding the notification process pertaining to the disposal of town surplus property in addition to statutory requirements;

* approved  budget amendment as presented by the finance director transferring $11,200 to cover professional fees for Cardinal Energy Service, Inc. to negotiate a power sales contract with Duke Power;

* approved a commercial shopping permit (No. CSC-05-01) for Ingles Markets Inc.;

* denied a request from Angela Lankford on behalf of the Ingles Markets Inc. to display a grocery bag balloon on town property adjacent to the Lake Lure visitor center; town council authorized a temporary suspension of the sign ordinance for one month beginning Saturday, August 27, 2005 to display their advertising balloon at the property of Ingles Market store in Lake Lure;

* adopted Resolution No. 05-08-09 as amended approving the schedule of fees for the administration of subdivisions regulations (Chapter 91), zoning regulations relating to sign permits (Chapter 92), and soil erosion and sedimentation control regulations (Chapter 96 of the Code of Ordinances for the Town of Lake Lure); 

* approved renaming Youngblood Circle Street to Gentlewinds Lane;

* approved proposal from Cardinal Energy Service for professional services to negotiate a new contract with Duke Power and authorized the Mayor to sign this proposal on behalf of the town;

* approved the request from Jon Hazan on behalf of Challenger World to hold a US challenge event on October 29, 2005 and waived the boat permit fees for the inflatable whitewater rafts being used during this event;

* denied the request from Claude Luvis for additional adjustment on his water bill for a leak; council members agreed to uphold the current water and sewer adjustment policy already in effect; and

* denied the request from Ken Roth for permission to provide helicopter tours during the Lake Lure art festival. 

COMMUNITY POLICING NEWS

by Chief Mike Bustle
     Hooray!  The police boat has been repaired and is now fully operational!  Thank you for bearing with us while we made extensive repairs. 

     Following eight years of constant service, the old, black, Mercury motor “gave up the ghost” and had to be replaced.  Following extensive research and financial considerations, an Evinrude motor was selected to replace the Mercury.  Little did we realize what this change would bring!

     New controls, dash reconstruction, wiring harness into far reaching and unknown recesses, tachometer, and two shims later, the transition was complete!  A much quieter and fuel efficient motor has been installed!

Identity Theft

     Identity theft again has topped the Federal Trade Commission’s list of common consumer complaints and even criminal prosecutions.  Identity thieves rob mor than 500,000 Americans every year.  Credit can be damaged, and fixing it can cost you hundreds of dollars and hundreds of hours of your time.  The following steps can help you reduce your risk of identity theft happening to you:

1.   Guard your Social Security number.  It is the key to your credit report and banking accounts and is the prime target of criminals. Put powerful firewall barrier between online intruders and your personal computer.

2.   Monitor your credit report. It contains your Social Security number, present and prior employers, a listing of all account numbers, including those that have been closed, and your overall credit score. After applying for a loan, credit card, rental or anything else that requires a credit report, request that your Social Security number on the application be truncated or completely obliterated and your original credit report be shredded before your eyes or returned to you once a decision has been made. A lender or rental manager needs to retain only your name and credit score to justify a decision.

3.   Shred all old band and credit statements and “junk mail” credit card offers before trashing them. Use a crosscut shredder. Crosscut shredders cost more than regular shredders but are superior.

4.   Remove your name from the marketing lists of the three credit reporting bureaus to reduce the number of pre-approved credit offers you receive.

5.   Add your name to the name-deletion lists of the Direct Marketing Association’s Mail Preference Service and Telephone Preference Service used by banks and other marketers.

6.   Do not carry extra credit cards or other important identity documents except when needed.

7.   Place the contents of your wallet on a photocopy machine. Copy both sides of your license and credit cards so you have all the account numbers, expiration dates and phone numbers if your wallet or purse is stolen.

8.   Do not mail bill payments and checks from home. They can be stolen from your mailbox and washed clean in chemicals. Take them to the post office.

9.   Do not print your Social Security number on your checks.

10.   Order your Social Security Earnings and Benefits statement once a year to check for fraud.

11.   Examine the charges on your credit card statements before paying them.

12.   Cancel unused credit card statements before paying them.

13.   Never give your credit card number or personal information over the phone unless you have initiated the call and trust that business.

14.   Subscribe to a credit report monitoring service that will notify you whenever someone applies for credit in your name.

New Employee

     Please help us welcome our new receptionist, Michelle Lancaster, who replaced Tonya Vakoc, who sought a position closer to home.  Michelle will serve daily in the police office and will frequently be your first contact within our agency.  She is a native of Forest City and currently a student at Isothermal Community College, seeking a degree in accounting.  Michelle is eager to serve you and is looking forward to getting to know all town residents and visitors. 


GOLF COURSE NEWS

by Sheila Spicer, Pro Shop Manager

We made it through another summer season. We had a hot, wet season and it started to show on the golf course, but so far it has held up quite well. Now we can look forward to the cooler temperatures and beautiful fall foliage our area is so famous for. When the leaves do turn don’t forget to come and check out the view from #4 tee, it is breathtaking.


Speaking of fall, it is time to aerify the greens again. As I have mentioned before, this is a necessary evil to keep the greens in good shape. We will be closed Monday September 12, 2005 so that Jeff and Dave can get the aerification done as quickly as possible. We apologize for any inconvenience. 


We will be running a special on all of our golf bags this month in the pro shop. All golf bags in stock will be 30% off for the month of September. We have cart bags and carry bags in different styles and colors as well as some of the popular name brands. Come in and take a look the next time you’re this way.    


 Quote of the month: “If you watch a game, it’s fun. If you play it, it’s recreation. If you work at it, it’s golf.” Bob Hope

UPPER BROAD RIVER WATERSHED

PROTECTION PROGRAM
by Clint Calhoun TC \l1 "y Clint Calhoun, Erosion Control Specialist

Well, as we get closer to the end of summer I thought that now would be a good time to update everyone on a few things.  I don’t do updates that often because we don’t usually have that many absolutely significant things happen, at least that get much attention.


Nothing makes me happier than to report on land conservation activities.  As everyone knows, Lake Lure and the surrounding areas within the Upper Broad River Watershed are hotbeds for development.  As we see more and more development, the end result is increased sediment into our streams.  Recently, as of August 9th, a press conference was held to announce the purchase of the World’s Edge property.  The property comprises 1568 acres of the highest quality water in the entire Upper Broad Watershed and serves as the subwatershed for Pool Creek, a major stream source for Lake Lure.  The property was purchased by Carolina Mountain Land Conservancy and The Nature Conservancy and will serve as an important piece of what will become one of North Carolina’s new state parks.  The World’s Edge property shares borders with Polk and Henderson Counties, with the bulk of the property in Rutherford County.  It has a very long, cascading waterfall amidst several other smaller waterfalls, cliffs that may possibly invite rock climbers, and an already established trail system.  Much of the property remains relatively unexplored, at least to the degree of knowing what other secrets it might hold.  We do know however that there are at least 5 rare plant species occurring on the property, one of which is the federally endangered White Irisette.  This property is truly one of the most unique places in the Hickory Nut Gorge Natural Area and we commend our watershed partners, Carolina Mountain Land Conservancy and The Nature Conservancy for their awesome work to protect this and other areas of our wonderful area.


This leads me to briefly mention the state park.  By now, many have read the many news articles about the soon-to-be state park coming to our area.  I’m sure many of you have questions about where it’s going to be, when is it going to happen, how big is it going to be, etc.  As a member of the Hickory Nut Gorge Planning Committee, I want to assure you that all of your questions will be answered very shortly.  The state and its partners are working feverishly to get ready to begin the planning process and determine the goals so that they can get something on the ground relatively soon.  This project will require vast amounts of planning and money in order for this to be a successful project.  Public input will be very important in the planning process and very soon (I don’t know when exactly) public hearings will be held to address any questions or issues that people may have.  As soon as the dates are set for public hearings, we’ll let you know.  The dates will be posted on the Upper Broad River Watershed Protection Program website so check in occasionally.  The address is www.upperbroadriver.org. 


As far as the UBRWP Program is concerned, we recently found out that we have been awarded another grant from the EPA 319 Non-point Source Program, to the tune of $162,943.00.  This is good news for us and we hope to couple this with another Clean Water Management Trust Fund grant that we have applied for and will hopefully receive.  These funds will allow us to continue to provide technical assistance and cost share for improving erosion and sedimentation problems within the Upper Broad River Watershed.


If you have an erosion problem or you know of someone else who does, please contact me at (828)625-9983 ext 123.  You can also contact me by e-mail at clintcalhoun@blueridge.net.  


MEET OUR EMPLOYEES


by Linda Ward, Customer Service


Things have changed at the front desk in Town Hall. Vicki Coggins who was the receptionist at the front desk is now the finance clerk and assists Finance Director Sam Karr. She will also assist with  the front desk when  needed. 


Andi Atchley, a Rutherford County native, is the new receptionist and is working out wonderfully. She has caught on very quickly and is more comfortable with all of us and the public each and every day. Andi has two years of a four year degree in accounting behind her and is working on the rest in night classes at Isothermal College.  If you come in and see her smiling face at the front desk be sure to introduce yourself and welcome her to the town.     

WATER DEPARTMENT INFORMATION

by Mark Pobanz


Due to recent  changes in the water system there will be increased pressure in the lines when it becomes fully functional.  If you do not have a pressure reducer at your meter and would like the water department to check the pressure please call the town hall at 625-9983 ext. 129. Any existing structure that will be required to connect to the water line may also ask for a pressure reducer which will be provided by the town. Any new structure will be responsible for putting in their own pressure reducers if needed. The Town of Lake Lure will not be responsible for any damages that occur due to the increase in water pressure.    
  



NEWS AROUND LAKE LURE



Lake Lure Newcomers invite those who are new residents in Lake Lure (24 months or less) to join them in various activities which include: potluck, gourmet, out’n about, theater, bridge/poker, book club, and hiking.  Anyone interested in becoming a member, call Rod or Yvonne Anderson at 828-625-0464.

Lake Lure Lakefront Owners Association (LLLOA).If you are interested in Lake issues and concerns and own  lakefront  property on the shores of beautiful Lake Lure, the LLLOA invites you to become a regular member.  Associate  memberships are also encouraged for those who are interested in our Lake.  Each year members receive a directory of members, informative Muse Letters, and a first class mailed subscription  to the Town of Lake Lure monthly newsletter, The Lake Lure Tribute.  Members  meet at the Town Community Center  socially  at least annually to meet neighbors and discuss issues.   Annual dues are currently a modest $17.00.  You  may pick up an application  for  membership at the Municipal Center or call Bob Keith, Pres.  at 828-625-2874 or Sue Forsyth , Treas. at  828-625-0885 for an application or any questions you may have.    

The Kiwanis Club of Hickory Nut Gorge Foundation, Inc. has designated its scholarship program the Paul and Margaret Yoder Scholarship Program in honor of Peg Yoder, who passed away in August, and her late husband Paul Yoder.  Both the Yoders were early members of the Kiwanis Club and strong supporters of educational assistance for the young people of the Hickory Nut Gorge.  After Paul’s death, Peg Yoder became a primary motivating force behind the club scholarship committee, which in time evolved into the Foundation, the 501(c)3 tax exempt arm of the local club.


The Foundation is providing scholarships for five Hickory Nut Gorge students for the 2005 Fall Semester: Joel Sherwood of Gerton, Charity Barnwell of Bat Cave, Ashley Freeburg of Lake Lure, and Heather Young and Randy Powell of the Bills Creek area.


For further information about the Kiwanis Club of Hickory Nut Gorge Foundation, Inc. and the Paul and Margaret Yoder Scholarship Program, please contact Paula Jordan, the Foundation president, at 625-0969.

The WOC (Women of the Church) of Fairfield Mountain Chapel is sponsoring our Fall Fashion Show Luncheon.  Collections by Stein Mart will treat us to the latest in savvy wear for all types of occasions in our social outings.

WHEN:   September 8, 2005

WHERE:   Lakeview Restaurant at the Lake Lure                  Golf and Beach Resort

TIME:     11:30

COST:     $25 per person

WHAT:    Proceeds go to Eighteen (18) local charities


There will be lots of door prizes and fun and you must be present to win. So get you sisters, mothers, aunts, and girlfriends together for a wonderful time with a delicious lunch and fantastic fashions. 


Call Jackie Wallace, Church Secretary - 625-2411, 

Nancy Kessel - 625-8115 or Anne Gundel 625-9400 to reserve your seats now.


Chimney Rock Park  - September 17, “Off the Beaten Path Guided Hike” will go to areas seldom seen by other guests with our park naturalist.  Register by 9/15.


September 26, “Fall Migration Guided Bird Walk”  Join our ornithologist to learn about the many birds of  the Park. Register by 9/23.


To register for these activities call 1-800-277-9611 or www.chimneyrockpark.com.


The Lake Lure Garden Club event, “Landscaping with Deer Resistant Plants”, for September will be the 22nd at 3:00 PM in the Community Room at the Library..


Deer are a major menace to most of the gardens around Lake Lure. Mary Ann Brown will give a presentation on achieving a colorful garden with Deer resistant plants. She will provide information on suitable plants for shade and sun, gardening with native plants, places to get the plants and much more.


Mary Ann has been gardening for over 20 years in the Northern Virginia area and has experience in dealing with Deer. She is currently in the process of developing a two acre garden at their new home in Lake Lure. She has planted over 3000 perennials this season alone. Come and learn from Mary Ann’s experience and knowledge.


Contact Latha Narayan at 625-1422 for any additional information.


Church of the Transfiguration Fall Fair  will be held on Saturday, September 24 from 8:30 am till 2:00 pm.  The entertainment will be D.J. Renny High, the men are cooking at the food booth and there will be a yard sale, plant sale and a raffle. We will also have some of the best baked goodies in the Gorge.


We are located on Hwy 64/74 in Bat Cave.  All proceeds go to Church Outreach Fund for our local community.  For more information call the church office at 625-9244.


Olympiad Gratitude - The Hickory Nut Gorge Olympiad Steering Committee wishes to express enthusiastic thanks and admiration to the sponsors, volunteers, participants and spectators who participated in our first annual sports festival. The event was an overwhelming success due to the hard work and service of our friends and neighbors. Rutherford County is so fortunate to have unselfish, friendly people willing to give of their time and energy. Well over 1,000 people visited our community for this event and experienced the sincere smiles and helpfulness of this army of volunteers. Plans are underway for an even greater event in 2006.

NOTICE
For comments about the operations of the Lake Lure Tours, call 828-625-1373.

The deadline for newsletter articles to be received at Town Hall for the October issue is September19, 2005.
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