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TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT
by H.M. “Chuck” Place III, AICP

Elections

It is just about time for all you registered voters to do your duty as citizens of this town and vote for your choice of a mayor and two commissioners. One of the primary reasons that Lake Lure is such a wonderful place is the willingness of citizens to participate in the governing process of the town. Lake Lure has been blessed with intelligent, caring individuals who give of themselves for the betterment of the entire community. Regardless of who you decide to vote for, the next time you see any of the eight candidates, shake their hands and say “thanks” for being willing to give so much for the town. 

Status Report

I have gotten in the habit lately of regurgitating much of my monthly report to the council for this column. Since not many of you come to the council meetings (!) and of those, most have given up and gone home before my part at the end of the meeting, there is little likelihood that many of you have heard the report so this practice is pretty safe. Anyway, here goes:


The dredging portion of the FEMA silt removal program is complete as of this past week. Left to finish is the remainder of the hauling of materials. We hope that, weather permitting, this will be complete before the end of November.


At the September council meeting, there were numerous comments about traffic on Boys Camp Rd. It was pointed out that the pending construction of the Blue Heron Point subdivision and the new road to that project will generate a lot of traffic, particularly truck traffic, over the next several years. Boys Camp Rd is narrow and winding and much of the existing route has substandard or even no shoulders. Vehicles often exceed the 25 MPH limit and drive dangerously on the narrow, winding potions of the road. These issues were addressed in a report that I asked McGill Associates to prepare in 2000. We instituted several of the remedial measures in the report, but many were too expensive at that time. To further address these issues, I asked Tony Hennessee and Mike Bustle  to explore additional ways to improve the safety of the road and insure that drivers adhere to the posted speed limits. Tony will install additional signage, including a “warning to truckers” near US 64/74A and more speed limit signs. Public works will stripe or re-stripe the road, as the case may be, for visibility and check sight lines at curves. Tony has also begun discussions with a contractor to get cost estimates for improvements to shoulders and realign some curves.  Mike has instructed his officers to patrol and aggressively enforce the regulations on that road and is working with Tony to establish proper signage to get the message across to drivers.


We have finally received the contract agreement from the US EPA for the STAG project at the wastewater plant.  According to John Orsillo of McGill Associates, the plans for the project have been in the hands of the state folks for review and  approval and we hope to have their comments within 30 days. After that will come the construction contract bidding process. I still have hopes that this project will at least have been started, if not finished, before I retire in two years!


The trustees of the Clean Water Management Trust Fund are expected to meet on November 7 to discuss our grant application for the inflow and infiltration study of the sewer system. At this point, we are pretty optimistic based on comments from their staff.


Mike Bustle met recently with Clyde Ingersoll who stated that he had received official notification that the US Coast Guard Auxiliary had expressed an interest in installing and maintaining an auxiliary contingent on Lake Lure, under the directives and funding of the Department of Homeland Security. Mr. Ingersoll indicated that the auxiliary contingent would be comprised of local persons who volunteer and pass the standard Personal Security Investigation. The goal of the auxiliary would be to preserve the safety and security of the lake in conjunction with the police department.  The auxiliary could assist in patrolling the lake and ensuring the maximum utilization of available resources within the programs, policies and procedures of the recently initiated Volunteers In Police Service Program (under the US Dept. of  Justice) recently begun by our police department. Mike is very interested and will follow up on this proposal.


I have begun the process of reviewing architectural firms for the purpose of examining the current and projected space needs within the town administration building and police station (Lake Lure Town Hall). During the ten years since this building was dedicated, the town has grown substantially and the town staff has grown as well. Accommodations to meet this growth have been made in the recent past, but further expansion of personnel will require either additional floor space or a reduction in space allocated for existing uses. The space allocation study will review the current utilization of floor space, estimate projected growth of staff and services, and recommend changes or additions to the structure to accommodate the projected needs. Emphasis will be placed on retaining the exterior character of the structure for any additions. We invited about 60 firms from Rutherford, Henderson and Buncombe counties to submit proposals for the study and, so far, 10 have indicated an interest in the project.


Mark Pobanz of Public Works, Dick Conrad, Commissioner Watkins, and I met with Bob Washburn in October to discuss strategies for the cleanup of floating debris after storm events. Bob’s intent on behalf of the lake advisory committee is to create a Standing Operating Procedure manual that will lay out the details of such things as methodology, areas for take out, volunteer efforts and coordination, and disposal of materials, among others. I applaud this undertaking and pledged my total support to Bob and his committee.


Police Chief Mike Bustle received authorization from council to solicit donations from the public for the purchase of defibrulators to be placed in each patrol car (his officers are trained in the operation of these machines). He has already received one such donation. The total list cost for 9 units, all accessories, additional training and support is $17,639, less a discount of $3,600 for a net of $14,039.


Some time back, I asked the guys in public works to construct a storage room inside the new utility building over in their complex behind the Arcade Building. The purpose being to provide dead storage for a lot of the boxes of records and other materials that threaten to topple over on our heads here in town hall. The project was a little slow in starting (too many other fair weather projects), but got a boost recently. It seems that Safety Officer Ron Morgan invited OSHA to do a “consultative visit.” That is a process whereby OSHA does an informal analysis of our facilities and tells us politely what problems we might have, without fear of big fines or prosecution. They were due here last Monday. 


Well, informal or not, OSHA carries a very big stick and suddenly that room was finished and the boxes were be transferred the Friday before they were due to arrive. Sometimes, it just takes a little encouragement.....


TOWN COUNCIL ACTIVITIES

by Town Clerk Mary Flack, MMC, CTC
REGULAR MEETING: The regular town council meeting was held on Tuesday, October 11, 2005, 7:00 p.m., in the meeting room of the Lake Lure Municipal Center.

  Under the consent agenda, Town Council:
* approved the minutes of the September 13, 2005 regular meeting;

* approved a request from Edith Bond on behalf of Carolina First Bank to erect a tent on town property (Pool Creek Park area) for a grand opening on October 14, 2005; and

* approved a request from Edith Bond on behalf of the Hickory Nut Gorge Chambers of Commerce to close a portion of town street temporarily for a “business after hours” meeting being held at the Lake Lure arcade building; use of town property (located adjacent to 107 Arcade street and Pool Creek Park area); and suspend the town’s alcohol ordinance in order to serve beer and wine during this meeting on October 18, 2005, from 5:30 P.M. until 7:30 p.m.; Carolina First Bank will be hosting this meeting. 

Under new business, Town Council:
* held a public hearing and adopted Ordinance No. 05-10-11A amending the Town of Lake Lure zoning map to rezone a parcel of land from S-1 (Scenic Natural Attraction) to R-1C (Residential) as requested in petition RZ-05-04;

* held a public hearing and tabled the adoption of Ordinance No. 05-10-11B amending the Town of Lake Lure zoning regulations, Title IX, Chapter 92, relating to definitions and conditional use permit standards and requirements for planned unit developments and other uses; scheduled a special town  council  workshop meeting with the zoning and planning board  to review the proposed Ordinance No. 05-10-11B on Tuesday, October 25, 2005 at 9:00 a.m., in the meeting room of the Lake Lure Municipal Center; 

*tabled approval of the contract with LandDesign for planning services to develop a comprehensive plan for the Town of Lake Lure and adopted Resolution No. 05-10-11 (appointment of a comprehensive plan steering committee and initiating a comprehensive plan development process);

* awarded a bid of $12,000 submitted by Paul Everhart and David Ray to purchase certain town property located at the northwest corner of Charlotte Drive and Pleasant Circle (across from the municipal golf course); authorized the town attorney to prepare appropriate documents to finalize the sale; and earmarked the $12,000 from the sale of this property to be transferred in the golf course budget for maintenance and repairs on grounds;

* considered a request from Stephen Webber regarding speed limit on Cut Away Road, North Shore Drive, Burnt Ridge Road, and Sugarbush Point; authorized the town manager to draft an ordinance to reduce the current speed limit to 20 mph and post the appropriate regulatory signs;

* appointed Mayor Jim Proctor as voting delegate and Town Manager H. M. Place as alternate voting delegate to represent the town at the North Carolina League of Municipalities 2005 annual business meeting;

* adopted the wastewater collection and treatment systems “201 Facilities Plan” dated May, 2005 as presented by the town manager;

* authorized the advertisement an offer of $78,000 to purchase a 3.3 acre portion of town property (referenced at Tax Map 550, Block 1, Lot 5 and recorded in the Rutherford County Registry at the Rutherford County Register of Deeds Office in Plat Book 2, Page 28) located at the corner of Charlotte Drive and the entrance to Camp Lurecrest, adjacent to the ninth hole on the town’s  municipal golf course; and

* authorized the town staff to accept donations from the public to be deposited in the town’s account  for the purchase of defibrulators to be placed in patrol cars. 

COMMUNITY POLICING NEWS
by Chief Mike Bustle

The Lake Lure Police Department has begun to accept donations to equip all police vehicles, including the patrol boat, with Zoll Automated External Defibrillators.  


Sudden cardiac arrest (SCA) occurs when the lower chambers of the heart (the ventricles) suddenly stop beating normally and develop what is called ventricular fibrillation (VF). VF is a chaotic heart rhythm where the heart muscle begins quivering which prevents the heart from effectively pumping blood. If this condition is not corrected immediately; death will follow within 5 to 10 minutes. 


A defibrillator is the only known device/technique that stops the chaotic electrical heart activity and allows the heart to re-pace itself to a normal rhythm.  Automated External Defibrillators (AEDs) now bring defibrillator technology to the masses and allow immediate access.


The Zoll AED Plus is simple enough to be used by a layperson. It incorporates a sequence of visual and voice prompts to help rescuers follow established protocols for use of AEDs.  Although reliable and durable enough for all the fire fighters and EMS who use it, it's easy enough for a 9 year old to operate.


All police officers have already completed the required training for the basic use of these important tools.  Anyone wishing to participate in this program can drop off a check with any of your community police officers or stop by Carolina First and donate directly into the reserved account.  A recent quotation from the company, with applicable discount, totaled $14,039.10 for equipping all police vehicles and necessary accessories.

WASHINGTON - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is warning veterans not to give credit card numbers over the phone to callers claiming to update VA prescription information.

“Some unscrupulous scammers have targeted America’s veterans, especially our older veterans,” said the Honorable R. James Nicholson, Secretary of Veterans Affairs.  “The VA does not call veterans and ask them to disclose personal financial information over the phone.” The latest scam, currently centered in the Midwest, comes from callers who identify themselves as working for the “Patient Care Group.”  They say the VA recently changed procedures for dispensing prescriptions and ask for the veteran’s credit card number. “The VA has not changed its processes for dispensing prescription medicines,” Nicholson said.  “And we’ve definitely not changed our long-standing commitment to protect the personal information of our veterans.” 


Veterans with questions about VA services should contact the nearest VA medical center or call, toll-free, 1-877-222-8387.

COMMUNITY FIRE NEWS

By Ron Morgan, Fire Coordinator

Another fall is upon us and cool weather has made the nights a pleasant change.  Many of you may have already tested your heating system or even lit a fire in the fireplace to knock off the chill of the night.  I would like to remind you that if you plan to use a wood stove or fireplace this winter please clean your chimney and inspect it for damage or even bird nests before you light a fire in it. Every year we have several chimney fires, these are very dangerous especially if your chimney is not in good condition.  


What can happen is the fire can escape the chimney if there is the slightest crack in the mortar holding the chimney together and burn in the walls or attic for some time before it is noticed.  Many times this fire progresses to the point the house cannot be saved before the owner realizes there is a problem.  Even if you only burn wood occasionally in your fireplace you should still have it inspected or cleaned before using it. Many of you have chimney’s that have metal triple wall pipe in them encased by wood framing.  These chimney’s can be just as hazardous if not properly cleaned and maintained.  Make sure that you have these inspected and cleaned before use each year.  

You can contact a chimney sweep by looking in the yellow pages.  And most importantly if you think you have a chimney fire do not hesitate to call 911 and request the Fire Department.  

Boat House Address Signs.  Everyone should have your boathouse address sign installed on your boathouse by now but if you don’t please take the time to do this.  Many address signs have not been picked up from Town Hall.  We will be making a list of the boathouses with addresses in November.  People who have not installed their address signs will not be issued a boat permit next year until the sign is installed.  It will save you time by installing the sign now.  If you have any questions regarding the address signs please feel free to call me at 625-9333.

GOLF COURSE NEWS
by Sheila Spicer, Pro Shop Manager

 I am sure many of you are aware that the greens didn’t look so good during the month of September. There were many factors that contributed to this. We had an unusually large amount of rain during June and July, and then high heat and humidity but no rain during August and September. Then, to make matters worse, the irrigation system went down during the hottest, driest time. Needless to say this was more stress than the greens could bear. Fortunately, with better weather, a working irrigation system, and many hours work from Jeff and Dave, the healing process is well underway and the greens are looking much better. Unfortunately, I think Jeff now has an ulcer.


As most of you know, Bruce McLain, a longtime and much loved member at the golf course, passed away in June. Bruce’s wife Dinah had a memorial fund started in his name with the proceeds to be used at the golf course. There is $700.00 in the fund and Dinah is taking suggestions on what we can do in his memory. Please call or stop by with your ideas.  


We would like to say congratulations to Morris Hollifield. He made a 117 yard hole-in-one from the #5 white tee on September 30, 2005. This was his first hole-in-one and he is ecstatic. Well done, Morris, and we hope you have many more.


Quote of the month: “Nobody ever looked up and saw a good shot.” Don Herald

UPPER BROAD RIVER WATERSHED

PROTECTION PROGRAM
by Clint Calhoun TC \l1 "y Clint Calhoun, Erosion Control Specialist


Hopefully, as everyone reads this, I will be a new, proud papa.  Our first child was scheduled to be due on the 26th of October (although as I write this on Oct. 18th, he obviously hasn’t come yet).  Hopefully I can provide more information in my next newsletter article.


Just recently I got a call to go and look at some beaver activity down in the Bostic area of Rutherford County.  I went down on a Saturday and was amazed at what I saw.  The beavers were working the woods down in a floodplain on the Second Broad River.  The area was mostly flooded due to several natural wetlands, but the beavers had created some additional dams and had further enhanced the flooded areas.  The wildlife in the area was incredible.  There were ducks and otters and (judging from the amount of sign) lots of whitetail deer.  Most people would have wanted to get rid of the beavers, but I thought it would be good to just leave them alone and let them do what comes natural to them.


We don’t see a lot of beavers in our watershed.  I don’t ever hear any reports of any dam sightings or activity.  Many might say that this is a good thing but I have a tendency to disagree.  Yes, beavers are frequently blamed for flooding problems along streams, particularly when their dams break during strong storms, but when a stream is healthy and relatively unchanged by humans, beavers have very little impact and actually serve to enhance riparian areas and decrease flooding potential.  


Beavers, by their very nature, are very industrious critters.  Their dams are constructed of small trees, branches, and debris, packed with mud which effectively ponds up the stream behind the dam.  Very often beavers will build dams in series, along a stream corridor.  As a result of the dams, the backed-up water begins to spill out into the floodplain.  Where a healthy floodplain exists, with a well-established riparian buffer, this does not cause problems, but rather enhances the ability of the riparian zone as a flood control system.  The amount of wildlife that is attracted to the riparian zone is increased as more aquatic habitat becomes available.  During storms, the beaver dams serve as points for sediment deposition.  The stormwater velocities are regulated by the dams, allowing sediment to settle out, thereby reducing the volume of flood waters and preventing widespread flooding and bank erosion.  The dams themselves also serve as anchors for stream banks and help to provide meander to streams where straightening has occurred.


Most people see beavers as a bad thing because they do cause some flooding within the floodplain areas.  However, it is important to note that beavers were building dams long before white man settled this great nation and problems didn’t begin to occur until the beavers were nearly eliminated as a result of the fur trade.  For over a hundred years beavers have been all but extinct from the Piedmont and mountains of western North Carolina, and people have decided to occupy areas that would have traditionally been beaver flood zones.  As beavers are re-colonizing these areas, people are starting to find that the waters suddenly seem a little closer to the house than before due to their activity.  The beavers are doing what they are supposed to do.  People however were not meant to live in the floodplain.  Most of our sediment problems are the result of development and construction within the floodplain and the ultimate destruction of the riparian buffer.  When beavers come in to build their homes and dams, they have to work with what’s left and this creates problems.  Most of the time, someone has to trap the beavers to remove them from the area and this generally leads to destroying them because of state laws about wildlife re-location.  This is unfortunate for the beavers as well as for the overall health of the stream.


As I mentioned earlier, I haven’t seen or heard of any beavers in the watershed, but it is likely they are here.  Remember that nature works to maintain a state of equilibrium and balance.  When that balance is offset, problems occur.  Beavers are only going to be a problem if their natural habitat has been disrupted to the point where the aquatic system is out of balance and has lost its ability to maintain itself.  Otherwise, beavers are important members of the ecological community and should be left alone and appreciated for their hard work and contribution to flood control.


If you have an erosion problem, or you know of someone else who does, please give me a call at (828)625-9983 ext. 123.  You can also e-mail me at eco@townoflakelure.com.  If you have any questions about your aquatic environment, I will be more than happy to answer them.

NEWS AROUND LAKE LURE

Lake Lure Newcomers invite those who are new residents in Lake Lure (24 months or less) to join them in various activities which include: potluck, gourmet, out’n about, theater, bridge/poker, book club, and hiking.  Anyone interested in becoming a member, call Rod or Yvonne Anderson at 828-625-0464.

Lake Lure Lakefront Owners Association (LLLOA).If you are interested in Lake issues and concerns and own  lakefront  property on the shores of beautiful Lake Lure, the LLLOA invites you to become a regular member.  Associate  memberships are also encouraged for those who are interested in our Lake.  Each year members receive a directory of members, informative Muse Letters, and a first class mailed subscription  to the Town of Lake Lure monthly newsletter, The Lake Lure Tribute.  Members  meet at the Town Community Center  socially  at least annually to meet neighbors and discuss issues.   Annual dues are currently a modest $17.00.  You  may pick up an application  for  membership at the Municipal Center or call Bob Keith, Pres.  at 828-625-2874 or Sue Forsyth , Treas. at  828-625-0885 for an application or any questions you may have.    

The Annual Christmas Tour of Homes and Luncheon sponsored by the Women of the Church of Fairfield Mountains Chapel will be held on Monday, December 5th from 9:30 - 11:30 AM. The cost of the tour is $5 per person and may be paid at any of the houses visited. Directions for the Tour of Homes will be available at the Fairfield Mountains Chapel, 1384 Buffalo Creek Road, Lake Lure, NC.


The annual Christmas luncheon will be held at noon following the tour at the Lakeview Restaurant located at Bald Mountain Golf and Beach Resort. Cost of the meal is $15 per person. Please RSVP by December 1, 2005.


If you have any questions concerning either event or would like to make reservations, call Diane Barrett at 625-2812, Barbara Nealon at 625-0583 or Fairfield Mountains Chapel at 625-2411. 
 
Proceeds from these events help to support local charities.


Light up the Gorge through the eyes of a child! Everyone is invited to participate in the 2005 Light up the Gorge. Judging will be December 2, 2005 in two categories, commercial and residential. This year the judges will be the children of the gorge. Winners will be announced at the Christmas boat parade Captain’s Party on December 3. For more information or to enter your home or business in the contest call Melodie Potter at 625-9800 or 625-1968.


The Annual Christmas Boat Parade will be held  Saturday December 3rd.  Decorated boats will begin around dark at the Fairfield end of the lake continuing on to Tryon Bay (Larkin’s end), circling and finally going down the main channel to the beach area at approximately 6:30 pm with a fireworks show afterwards. The Beach @ Lake Lure will open around 6:00 pm for parade viewing and will have its usual huge bond fire and some refreshments. Admission is free. If you have never been to this event you should come. There is a small town friendly atmosphere and the fireworks are spectacular – one of Lake Lure’s best events of the year.


Call Ken Jordan at 625-9439 to register your boat.


Friends of the Mountains Branch Library will be holding their semi-annual meeting on Sunday, November 6 at 3:00 PM at the library. The new slate of officers for 2006 will be presented and elected at this time. A review of 2005 activities and a detailed financial report will be given.


The author event for this meeting will be Adrian Rice, an Irish poet, from Belfast, Ireland. Refreshments will be served at this event  which  open to the public - please plan to attend.


The Lake Lure Artist Fine Art Show will be held at the Lake Lure Inn on Saturday, November 26 from 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM. All of the participants are local artists from the Lake Lure area.  

There will be paintings of all mediums, pottery, stain glass, photography, jewelry and writings (poetry and books). Beverages and hors d’oeuvres will be served and there will be an open cash bar.


The contact person for this event is Lori Loftus, 828-625-8222 or e-mail: loril@westpointfarms.com.


The Annual Turkey Dinner Benefit sponsored by the Bill’s Creek Community Center will be held on Saturday, November 19, 2005 at 4:30 PM until.


The cost for this turkey dinner with all of the trimmings is $8.00 for adults, $5.00 for children ages 6 to 12 years and free for children 5 and under. Carry-out dinners will be available.


There will be a  raffle that night also to benefit the Bill’s Creek Volunteer Fire Department. Tickets will be sold for $1.00 each with many prizes to be given away including 1st  prize being $500.00 and  2nd prize a 27" flat screen television.


For more information or questions call 625-4652.

Lake Lure Garden Club presents two workshops in December, just in time for the Holidays! 


David Ray of "The Natural Gardener" will lead the workshop on Holiday Centerpieces on December 12.  David Ray is a graduate of American Floral Arts School in Chicago. David's designs and creations are unique and fabulous. He will help you to create a Centerpiece with greenery, cones, berries and accessories that will last through the holiday season. All materials will be provided.


Martha Ledford will lead the workshop on wreath making on December 13 th. All materials will be provided. With Martha's guidance you will have a beautiful, fresh green wreath at your door for the holidays!


Both the workshops will be held at the Community room, Mountains Branch Library starting at 10:00AM. Refreshments and a light lunch will be provided.


The charge for workshop on Centerpiece: $25.00   Wreath Making: $10.00.

 If you register for both workshops it will be $30.00


Please call Latha Narayan at 625-1422 to register and reserve your place early.


ALL PROFITS GO TO FRIENDS OF THE MOUNTAIN BRANCH LIBRARY!!!


A Halloween Benefit Bash will be hosted by MaLarKies At the Beach Restaurant and friends of Mary & Phil Snyder at MaLarKies on Monday, October 31, from 7:30 PM to 12:00 Midnight. Admission is $30.00 per person or $50 per couple. This donation will include a costume contest, door prizes, food, beverage and dancing. DJ Renny High will be providing music for the party. 


Mary Snyder had major surgery for an aneurysm in the brain on October 17th and will be out of work for some time. She has worked at MaLarKies for the past 4 years. 


All proceeds from the benefit will go directly to Mary and Phil to help cover expenses. An account has been established in their names at Carolina First Bank in Lake Lure and any donations will be appreciated.


For more information on the Halloween Benefit Bash  please call MalarKies at 828-625-0210.

NOTICE
For comments about the operations of the Lake Lure Tours, call 828-625-1373.

The deadline for newsletter articles to be received at Town Hall for the December issue is November 19, 2005.
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