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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1MAYOR’S COMMENTS
by Jim Proctortc "by Jim Proctor"
Comprehensive Plan

The Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee is well under way.  With the help of our consultants, the committee mailed every property owner a Comprehensive Plan Survey along with a Lake Lure Boating Use Survey which was sent out by the Lake Advisory Committee and the Lake Lure Marine Commission.

 I would like to extend a big thank you to the Washburn family for all their help with the surveys and the mailing process. 
 If you have not already completed and turned in the surveys, please do.  If you have, thank you for your input. If you did not receive the surveys, please contact the town office. 
 The first public meeting for the Comprehensive Plan will be held April 6th at 6:00 PM at the Lake Lure Municipal Building. The date for the second public meeting will be announced later. 
The Comprehensive Plan will be a written document that identifies the goals, objectives, principles, policies, standards for protection, enhancement and growth and development of the Town of Lake Lure. This is a very important task that needs everyone’s participation to be complete and accurate. 

Land for Tomorrow

At its last meeting the Lake Lure Town Council pasted the following resolution.

Resolution for "Land for Tomorrow"
           Whereas the Town of Lake Lure is concerned about protecting lands critical to North Carolina's drinking water, economy, and quality of life, and 
          Whereas North Carolina's tourism industry can only survive with natural beauty, clean water and scenic vistas, and 
         Whereas there is currently inadequate funding for protecting stream banks and floodplains, legacy forests, prime farmland, local parks, state parks, games lands, natural, scenic and historical places, and
          Whereas additional state funding will leverage twice as much funding from federal, private and local sources, 

          Now Therefore the Town of Lake Lure urges the 2006 General Assembly to enact legislation authorizing a bond referendum to increase conservation spending by $200 million per year for five years.

Farewell to the Chief

Lastly I would like to salute and with deep regret bid farewell to Chief Mike Bustle.  Mike has certainly been an asset to Lake Lure and will be sorely missed.

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT

by H.M. “Chuck” Place III, AICP

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Legacy of a Chief

Is a short eight years enough to establish a legacy? According to my well-worn dictionary, a legacy is something handed down or bequeathed by a predecessor, without any defined time frame. So, yes, eight years is plenty. And that’s fine, because in just eight years, Mike Bustle has created a living legacy in the members and operations of the Lake Lure Police Department.


By now, everyone in town knows that Chief Mike Bustle is retiring after a 30 year career in law enforcement in North Carolina starting as a patrol officer in Carrboro and Asheville, through several positions within the Bun-cumbe County Sheriff’s Department and a 10 year stint in the State Bureau of Investigation.


When Mike came to us in 1998, the LLPD had a generally poor reputation (largely undeserved) as nothing more than a traffic enforcement agency in a speed trap town. Morale was very bad and departmental turnover was high. The department was the topic of discussion all over town during the 

council​ / mayoral campaigns the previous year. Mike started with the attitude that a great place like Lake Lure deserved a great police department and the public should know who their officers are and what they really do for the town. He instituted a strong community policing program and put his troops on the road check​ing private property and getting to know the townsfolk.


One of the principle accomplishments during Mike’s tenure was the implementation of an aggressive training and education program within the department. He created close ties with the new NC Justice Academy in Edneyville, enlisting several of their instructors in the Lake Lure reserve police force, to the great benefit of our officers. He sought out and hired promising new young officers and gave them a comprehensive level of training while encour​aging the older officers to advance through internal promotions. In a few short years, Lake Lure’s reputation as a town with a young, intelligent, well trained police force was second to none in the state. Because of this reputation, we have been successful in receiving numerous grants for equipment and programs helping us to maintain a high degree of readiness.


Mike is now ready to go on with his professional career, combining his love of law enforcement with his passion for teaching. He will be training law enforcement professionals around the country and the world (including teaching a course in Moscow this summer). Our very best wishes go with Mike along with our thanks to Kathy for being a fantastic police chief’s wife through everything.


We will miss Mike very much, but hope he will stop in from time to time. (In fact, we might just make him a reserve training officer - I think we may have a vacancy!)



TOWN COUNCIL ACTIVITIES

by Town Clerk Mary Flack, MMC, CTC
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1REGULAR MEETING: The regular town council meeting was held on Tuesday, March 14, 2006, 7:00 p.m., in the meeting room of the Lake Lure Municipal Center.

Under the “consent agenda,” Council:

* approved the minutes of February 14, 2006 (regular meeting);

* approved a request from H. M. Place on behalf of the Hickory Nut Gorge Kiwanis to: (1) suspend the town’s peddling ordinance for “Memorial Days Festival” being held on May 27-29, 2006 and the “Autumn Festival” being held on October 21-22, 2006; (2) close a portion of town street temporarily during these events (contingent upon vendors not leaving their vehicles and trailers parked in the closed portion of the street); and (3) use of town property surrounding the Lake Lure Arcade building 

including property along Pool Creek for selling crafts and food, fund-raising, and music during these events;

* approved a request from the Dixie Rodder’s to: (1) hold a 22nd annual car show on July 14-15, 2006 on town property; (2) rent the town community center along with the grassy area behind and adjacent to the building which extends toward the town marina; (3) suspend the town peddling ordinance to allow the club to sell t-shirts and other vendors to sell food and car parts; (4) use a P.A. system for playing music and making announcements and (5) suspend the town alcohol ordinance for participants to consume alcohol (beer and wine only) as stipulated with restrictions by the Lake Lure Police Department;

* approved a fabric structure permit for the Lake Lure Golf and Beach Resort as submitted; and

* approved a request from Bob Keith on behalf of the Hickory Nut Gorge Olympiad Committee regarding the Olympiad being held on September 7-10, 2006 as outlined in the memorandum from Mr. Keith to waive the rental fees for the use of certain town property and facilities; also, waive the permit fees for signage.

In other activities, Town Council:
* approved a performance guarantee and authorized the mayor to sign an agreement between the Town of Lake Lure, BB&T and High Road Mountain, LLC;

* approved a request from Edneyville Boy Scout Troop 605 to do the same as last year in regards to waiving boat permit fees and charges for additional boat permits;

* authorized the mayor to sign a quit-claim deed on behalf of the town to Mary Ann Dotson for land adjacent to her property on Tryon Bay Circle;

* accepted a bid offer of $276,200 from Jerry Martin on behalf of Camp Lurecrest to purchase certain golf course property adjacent to the lake and authorized the town attorney to prepare the appropriate documents to finalize the sale;

* approved a request from Bo Williams on behalf of the Lake Lure Tours, Inc. regarding boat permits to do the same structure as last year with regards to payment arrangements as outlined in the town council minutes of March 16, 2005;

* authorized the town manager and the mayor to sign an agreement on behalf of the town with Wiggins Environmental Services, LLC for professional services regarding the Lake Lure Boating Capacity Management Plan (Phase II Project) for an amount not to exceed $10,940; amended the budget transferring $10,940 out of the hydro-electric fund to the lake department for contractual services to cover the cost of the lake study for the Phase II Project of the Lake Lure Boating Capacity Management Plan;

* approved Resolution No. 06-03-14 (urging the 2006 General Assembly to enact legislation authorizing a bond referendum to increase conservation spending by $200 million per year for five years) as presented; and 

* held a closed session to discuss personnel matters in accordance to G. S.143-318.11(c) (5) & (6).

Note:
Regular Town Council meetings are held on the second Tuesday of each month, 7:00 p.m., in the council meeting room of the Lake Lure Municipal Center, unless otherwise posted.  Town Council meeting agendas are available at town hall, posted on the town hall bulletin board located outside in front of the Lake Lure Municipal Center, and may be viewed on the town’s website at www.TownofLakeLure.com.  You may subscribe to receive a Town Council meeting agenda in the mail or fax by making a request in writing to the town clerk and paying an annual fee of $10. 


KNOW YOUR EMPLOYEES

by Anita Taylor, MMC, Personnel Director

The town received well over 100 applications for the position of police chief, which was very impressive  Ten potential candidates from these many applications will interview beginning March 28th.   Be sure to read next month’s issue to find out about the newly selected chief.
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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1CUSTOMER SERVICES

by Linda Ward


I would like to thank all of the realtors in the area for their help in the changing of hands on 

properties throughout Lake Lure. With all of the selling that is going on I need all the help I can get to keep my records straight for the utility billing program.


With that being said I would like to request that I be notified of any properties being sold that 
are connected to  public water or sewer before the closing date.  I will need the selling party’s name, Lake Lure property address, final billing address along with the buyers name, billing address, phone number and closing attorney’s name and closing date.  Again, thank you for all of your help in regards to this matter.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

When coming in for boat permits, please be sure to bring in your current state registration and proof of liability insurance. We will need you to bring this information with you 
each and every year (we will not be able to use last years paperwork for this information).

Commercial boats of any kind, which includes a boat that is rented along with a house, must have a $1,000,000.00 liability insurance policy with Lake Lure as co-insured. All other motorized boats must have a $300,000.00 policy. 


UPPER BROAD RIVER WATERSHED

PROTECTION PROGRAM
by Clint Calhoun, Erosion Control Specialist

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

Spring has arrived and with it the beauty that makes Hickory Nut Gorge special to each and everyone of us.  Serviceberry and redbud are blooming now; the dogwood buds are beginning to open.  On the ground I’ve seen little-sweet-betsy trilliums, bloodroot, and toothwort.  The ground is waking up and the spring wildflowers are coming alive.
It is time for my annual lecture about ground cover.  Now is the time to be establishing vegetative ground cover on your construction site.  Of all the many erosion control measures, ground cover is the most effective.  If there is no exposed soil, there is no erosion.  Early spring and early fall are the prime times for establishing vegetative ground cover.  These two seasons allow for maximum root growth and establishment before the more extreme seasons of summer and winter come along.  The Sediment Pollution Control Act of 1973 (G.S. 113A, Article 4) mandates that ground cover must be established on construction sites, and that such ground cover must be sufficient to restrain erosion.  The authority of this State law is extended to the Town of Lake Lure through our local erosion control program, to enforce the Sediment Pollution Control Act (SPCA) and require that all reasonable measures be taken to prevent erosion and sedimentation.  Here are some important notes that everyone should know about ground cover, as it applies to the Town Sediment and Erosion Control Ordinance and the SPCA.
Ground cover is defined in the Ordinance as any natural vegetative growth or other material which renders the soil surface stable against accelerated erosion.  Other material may include mulch, straw, erosion control blanket, or any combination of these things in addition to vegetative cover.  There are also two types of ground cover…permanent and temporary.  Temporary ground cover is primarily used to prevent erosion in-between grading phases, or to stabilize an area before permanent ground cover can be established.  Permanent ground cover has to do with the final product and is planted or applied after completion of final grading. Most permanent ground covers are vegetative material and are usually perennial in nature, ranging from grasses to woody plants.

Chapter 96.07 (B) of the Ordinance states that on graded slopes and fills, the angle for such slopes and fills shall be no greater than the angle which can be retained by vegetative cover or other adequate erosion control devices or structures.  In any event, slopes left exposed will be planted or otherwise provided with ground cover, devices, or structures sufficient to restrain erosion upon completion of any phase of grading, within 10 working days or 21 calendar days whichever period is shorter.  The angle for graded slopes must be demonstrated as stable.  Stable is the condition where the soil remains in its original configuration with or without mechanical constraints.

Chapter 96.07 (D) states that whenever land disturbing activity is undertaken which uncovers more than 100 square feet, the person conducting the land disturbing activity shall install such sedimentation and erosion control devices and practices as are sufficient to retain the sediment generated by the land disturbing activity within the boundaries of the tract during construction upon and development of said tract, and shall plant or otherwise provide a permanent ground cover sufficient to restrain erosion after completion of construction or development.  Except as provided in Chapter 96.08 (B)(5), provisions for permanent ground cover sufficient to restrain erosion must be accomplished within 15 working days or 90 calendar days following completion of any phase of grading, whichever period is shorter.

Chapter 96.08 (B)(5) states ground cover sufficient to restrain erosion must be provided for any portion of a land-disturbing activity in a High Quality Water zone within 15 working days or 60 calendar days, whichever period is shorter.

These three sections of the Ordinance point out the importance of applying ground cover in a timely fashion.  Since the Ordinance was adopted and approved in November, I have already written a number of Notices of Violation.  In nearly all of these, the most common violation was failure to establish ground cover.  As I have said many times before, it doesn’t matter how many silt fences you put up or how many sediment traps you put in, if you don’t have good ground cover the other measures will fail because they are simply not designed to handle extended periods of erosion and sedimentation.  It is much easier to establish ground cover and do things right the first time than it is to have to go back and fix a problem which could have been prevented from the beginning.

If you have an erosion problem or you know someone else who does, please contact me at (828)625-9983 ext 123.  You can also contact me by e-mail at eco@townoflakelure.com.  Also, if anyone would ever like to tag along when I am conducting inspections, let me know and I will be happy to take you around and show you what I’m looking for when I visit a construction site.


NEWS AROUND LAKE LURE

Lake Lure Newcomers invite those who are new residents in Lake Lure (24 months or less) to join them in various activities which include: potluck, gourmet, out’n about, theater, bridge/poker, book club, and hiking.  Anyone interested in becoming a member, call Chuck and Char Leneschmidt 828-625-5201.
Lake Lure Lakefront Owners Association (LLLOA).If you are interested in Lake issues and concerns and own lakefront property on the shores of beautiful Lake Lure, the LLLOA invites you to become a regular member.  Associate memberships are also encouraged for those who are interested in our Lake.  Each year members receive a directory of members, informative Muse Letters, and a first class mailed subscription to the Town of Lake Lure monthly newsletter, The Lake Lure Tribute.  Members meet at the Town Community Center socially at least annually to meet neighbors and discuss issues.   Annual dues are currently a modest $17.00.  You may pick up an application for membership at the Municipal Center or call Bob Keith, Pres. at 828-625-2874 or Sue Forsyth, Treas. at 828-625-0885 for an application or any questions you may have.    

The 51st Annual Easter Sunrise Service at Chimney Rock Park 
will be held on April 16. The gates will be open from 5 am – 6 am with the service being held at 6:30 am.  No admission is charged.


Celebrate the glory of Easter as our guest at this non-denominational community worship. This special service will be filled with song, scripture, special music and spectacular sunrise views of beautiful Lake Lure and Hickory Nut Gorge. John Mason, the Park’s featured hammered dulcimer player, will perform.  Arrive early, dress warmly and bring a flashlight.  In case of rain, the service will be held on the Park Meadows. Those attending the service may stay for the day as our guests.  For more information about this service or other scheduled events visit chimneyrockpark.com or call 800-277-9611.


The Lake Lure Shag Club holds a monthly dance at the Lake Lure Inn the second Thursday of each month and the public is invited to attend. The cover charge for members is $2.00 per person and $5.00 per person for non-members. 

The next dance is scheduled for April 13th from 7:00  until 11:00 pm.  Music is provided by a DJ in a smoke free environment. 

Dance Lessons are also available on a regular basis at the Mountains Branch Library. For more information on lessons, the club or memberships contact Dot Jarrett, President of the Lake Lure Shag Club, at 828-625-1699 or 828-289-0710 or e-mail her at dotjarrett@bellsouth.net.  The club’s website address is www.lakelureshagclub.com.
 
The Auxiliary of the Fairfield Mountains Volunteer Fire Department is planning their Annual Rummage Sale on September 23 from 9am until 2pm , rain or shine, and will include an auction.
 We know this is early but would like you all to be thinking about what you may want to contribute for this event (no clothes please). The proceeds will go to both fire departments in Lake Lure. We will remind you again in late summer.
   Your contributions would be greatly appreciated, but we ask that you hold them until the 4 days prior to the sale.  At that time, if you need pickup for any items please call Mabel Satrape at 625-9008 to make arrangements.  If you will be moving before the 4 days prior to the sale and would like to donate, other arrangements will be available.  
    Your fire departments thank you for your donations.         

 


There will be a “Walk for Life” sponsored by Heartbeats Pregnancy Center held at the Lake Lure Marina Saturday, April 22, 2006. Registration will begin at 8:00 am at the gazebo with the walk beginning at 9:00 am on the walking trail. If you have $100 in pledges you will receive a “one of a kind” t-shirt.


If you are interested in walking or would like to make a donation call Betty Koon 828-625-5166 or the Heartbeats Pregnancy Center at 828-286-4357.   


The Friends of Hickory Nut Gorge is an advocacy organization dedicated to preserving the biodiversity, natural beauty, and ecological health of the Hickory Nut Gorge. With skyrocketing real estate development and a new State Park on the horizon, the Gorge is rapidly changing. We invite all true friends of the area to become members of this active organization and help protect this cherished area we call home. Send your name, address, phone and email to P.O. Box 31, Chimney Rock, NC 28720. Annual membership is $10 per person, per year. Please make checks payable to FHNG. (We will be applying for tax-exempt status in the near future.)

It’s that time of year again…Spring!  And that means The Annual Hickory Nut Gorge Kiwanis Memorial Days Festival is just around the corner.

Mark your calendars for May 27th, 28th and 29th for three days of lively entertainment, a wide range of arts and crafts, and a variety of tasty foods.  There’s something for everyone!

Artists and crafters from throughout the region will offer handmade wares such as quilts, sketches, pottery, watercolors, oil paintings, photography, jewelry, needle crafts, wood crafts, leather crafts and all sorts of artistic decorative items.  DJ, Renny High, will offer a wide range of music all three days.  Several food vendors will offer hot and cold drinks and tasty treats.

IF YOU, OR YOUR ORGANIZATION WOULD LIKE TO HAVE A BOOTH AT THIS WONDERFULLY SUCCESSFUL FESTIVAL, PLEASE CONTACT PAULA JORDAN AT 828/691-5008.

Proceeds from this and other Kiwanis sponsored events; together with charitable collections from Kiwanis members and the community at large, support such Hickory Nut Gorge service and charitable efforts as Helping Neighbors, Inc., Hickory Nut Gorge Recreation Assn., The Martha Jane Powers Annual Memorial Children’s Christmas Party, Lake Lure Police Department’s Children’s Fund, Friends of the Library (Mountains Branch), volunteer fire and rescue groups, The Hospice organizations of Rutherford and Henderson Counties and, The Kiwanis Club of Hickory Nut Gorge Educational Grant.

Meetings are held the 1st and 3rd Thursdays at The Lake Lure Inn at Noon.  If you’re interested in Kiwanis and how you might become a part of the largest national charity organization primarily supporting children, please call Chuck Place at 828/685-2726.  We’d love to have you.

NOTICE

Weather permitting, Lake Lure Tours is open 7 days a week from 9 am – 5 pm for gas or your other needs. For questions or comments about the hours or operations of the Lake Lure Tours, call 828-625-1373.


The deadline for newsletter articles to be received at Town Hall for the May issue is April 19, 2006.






