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TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT

by H.M. “Chuck” Place III, AICP

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Hester is Chief

I am pleased to announce that I have selected Lt. Eric Hester as the new police chief, replacing Mike Bustle. Eric has been a police officer in Lake Lure for almost ten years and was a member of the Rutherford County Sheriff's Department for seven years before that. He is a fully certified general instructor, as well as being both a certified firearms and a leadership development instructor. Eric was employed by the town as a patrolman in 1996, promoted to corporal in 1997 and again to sergeant in 1998. Later, in 1998, he served as acting chief for two months after Chief Jake Gamble retired. His last promotion, to that of Lieutenant, came in 2004 and he was made acting chief again upon the retirement of Chief Mike Bustle.


After receiving Mike’s notice of retirement last month, we advertised in several professional publications having web sites as well as in the local area papers. I contacted the NC Association of Police Chiefs and requested assistance in screening the applicants. That organization provided a selection board made up of three experienced police chiefs who read all 133 applications received during the following three weeks, selected the top ten  of those    applicants     and     conducted    their    own 
professional interview. I directed the board to include in the interview process all applicants from within our department. The board ranked the interviewees and provided me with a list of the four top candidates. 


On April 4, the mayor and I conducted a second round of interviews. Since the board was primarily concerned with professional qualifications, our questions were intended to assess “fit” to the community, personalities, and attention to our particular issues (lake patrols, community policing, volunteer assistance, command style, and the like). My goal was to have the chief on board by the Memorial Day weekend, if possible.


After taking all of the above factors into account, plus salary requirements, proximity of home to Lake Lure, and the mayor’s and my assessment of “fit,” I determined that our own home town man “fit” the bill. Eric certainly knows the community and, as he has grown with the town over the past ten years, understands our particular needs. Please give Chief Hester your support and a pat on the back for his years of service to Lake Lure. 

New Water System Expansion Finished

The monumental $3M water system expansion program is finally winding down. The line has been completed around Tryon Bay Circle and the road totally repaved. Our consulting engineer has given the project a partial certification of completion, waiting only for the final inspections of the new well near the post office (commonly called the “Woody Well” in honor of neighbor Woody Price). We have submitted our request for payment which is being reviewed by the DENR staff in Raleigh and expect to actually receive one or more checks very shortly. Those funds will go towards replenishing the utilities reserve fund from which we have been paying the construction bills. I am preparing a letter for all property owners along the new line, restating the details about mandatory hookups, time schedules and costs for the connections once he final certification is issued. This has been a traumatic project, at times, and I for one am pleased to see it completed!

Dream Home Project

Now that the hullabaloo about the HGTV Dream house is over, we can expect the Meadows in Morse Park to return to normal. The tent has come down, the grounds are being restored and the parking lot emptied of big vans. In retrospect, this has been a good thing for the town and the area in general. We got world-wide publicity and many thousands of visitors came to the gorge during the traditional “off” season. Land Resources, Inc. did everything they promised and gave a huge gift of money to several deserving organizations as well. I would like to say “well done” to them from me and the town staff.




TOWN COUNCIL ACTIVITIES

by Town Clerk Mary Flack, MMC, CTC
REGULAR MEETING: The regular town council meeting was held on Tuesday, April 11, 2006, 7:00 p.m., in the meeting room of the Lake Lure Municipal Center.

  Under the “consent agenda,” Council:

* approved the minutes of March 14, 2006 (regular meeting and closed session);

* approved a request from Beverly Bradigan and Lin Reed for the hospitalized veteran patients at the Veterans Affairs Medical Center at Asheville, North Carolina to suspend the town’s regulations prohibiting fishing from the dock behind town hall for a disabled veteran’s fishing tournament being held on Saturday, May 20, 2006;

* approved a request from B. Steve Philbeck on behalf of the Star Touring and Riding Chapter 236 of Hendersonville to suspend the town’s peddling ordinance in order to sell apparel and refreshments on town property (meadows area) during their second annual “Ride to Feed the Kids Poker Run” 
event being held on Sunday, May 21, 2006, contingent the time for this event being determined by the town administration;

* approved a request from Kevin and Wendy McEntyre to suspend the town’s alcohol ordinance in order to serve beer and wine during a wedding reception inside the community hall of the Lake Lure Municipal Center on Sunday, June 11, 2006, from 2:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m.;

* approved a request from Jim Formichella on behalf of Land Resource Companies to extend the date of their permit for a fabric structure (HGTV Dream House Tent) from December, 2005 until April 14, 2006;

* approved the naming of the town’s fire range training facility located on Island Creek Road as “C. M. Bustle Public Safety Training Facility” in honor of retired Police Chief Mike Bustle;

* approved a request from Town Manager H. M. Place III to award a service side arm to retiring Police Chief Mike Bustle; and 

* approved Resolution No. 06-04-11 supporting the Rutherford County comprehensive solid waste management plan.

Under New Business, Town Council:

* directed the town manager to get cost estimates for a consultant to do a study regarding implementing impact fees for the Town of Lake Lure;

* heard a report from Jim Formichella with Land Resource Companies on the activities of the HGTV Dream House Tours;

* removed from the agenda the item to consider proposed amendments to the Lake Structures Regulations, Title IX, Chapter 94 for further study;

* heard a request from Bo Williams, General Manager of Lake Lure Tours, to erect a fabric awning for the tour’s passengers and add a play structure at the far end of the beach adjacent to the water works; town council granted approval for Lake Lure Tours to erect a fabric awning on town property near the boat dock for the tour’s passengers contingent upon approval of the Board of Adjustment/Lake Structures Board  for a variance on the lake front setbacks; town council tabled their decision until the next regular council meeting being held on May 9th regarding the request to add a play structure at the far end of the beach;

* approved a request from William Huchinson representing property owners petitioning to change Hilton Edge Lane back to Rock Point Road;

* awarded a bid of $82,450 submitted by Paul Everhart and David Ray to purchase certain golf course property located on the north side of Charlotte Drive between Pleasant Circle and Sandal Wood Drive; authorized the town attorney to prepare the appropriate documents to finalize the sale;

* approved the recommendation from the town manager to grant permission to the Town of Lake Lure municipal golf course to use lake water as a source for irrigation as required by Section 94.15 of the Code of Ordinances; 

* adopted Resolution No. 06-04-11A allowing town employees to participate in the North Carolina Teachers’ and State Employees’ Comprehensive Major Medical Plan referred to as PPO Smart  Choice Plus;

* authorized the Mayor to sign an agreement between the Town of Lake Lure and Southern Soils Builders to haul sludge; and 

* authorized the town manager to notify the Hickory Nut Gorge Chamber of Commerce and the Rutherford County Tourist Development regarding the town’s intent to restore the operations of the Lake Lure Youth Center to be supervised by the Lake Lure Police Department.

In other activities:

* the mayor read into the record a proclamation proclaiming the town’s appreciation to HGTV and Land Resource Companies for the HGTV Dream Home and for the business and tourism associated with the Dream Home; and

* the mayor read into the record a proclamation to Francis Proctor wishing him a happy 80th birthday. 

Note:
Regular Town Council meetings are held on the second Tuesday of each month, 7:00 p.m., in the council meeting room of the Lake Lure Municipal Center, unless otherwise posted.  Town Council meeting agendas are available at town hall, posted on the town hall bulletin board located outside in front of the Lake Lure Municipal Center, and may be viewed on the town’s website at www.TownofLakeLure.com.  You may subscribe to receive a Town Council meeting agenda in the mail or fax by making a request in writing to the town clerk and paying an annual fee of $10. 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE LAKE LURE MARINE COMMISSION: The Lake Lure Marine Commission held their regular meeting on Tuesday, April 11, 2006, at 1:00 p.m., in the council meeting room of the Lake Lure Municipal Center.

The Marine Commission:

* held a public hearing and adopted Resolution No. 06-04-11 as amended on the proposed amendments to the Lake Use Regulations pertaining to fishing, boat permits, commercial operations and licensing and penalties; 

* held a public hearing and adopted Resolution No. 06-04-11A as amended establishing a schedule of civil fines for violations of the Lake Use Regulations; and

* held a discussion pertaining to lake issues.

Note:
Regular Marine Commission meetings are held quarterly during the months of January, April, July, and October on the second Tuesday of each month at 1:00 p.m., in the council meeting room of the Lake Lure Municipal Center, unless otherwise posted.  Marine Commission meeting agendas are available at town hall, posted on the town hall bulletin board located outside in front of the Lake Lure Municipal Center, and may be viewed on the town’s website at www.TownofLakeLure.com.  You may subscribe to receive a Marine Commission meeting agenda in the mail or fax by making a request in writing to the town clerk and paying an annual fee of $10.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1☺            “Smile, it’s contagious “                   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1☺
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1CUSTOMER SERVICES

by Linda Ward


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

I wish to thank Chris Braund and Karen VanSickler once again for all of their help with our boat permitting process. The permits have been an absolute joy (almost) to do this year. Seriously, it is a much simpler process now if the person getting a permit had the same last year. It is speeding things up a great deal. 


For their help that was way over and beyond the call of duty, we are placing a brick in their honor on the memorial walkway going out to Morse Park.  

When coming in for boat permits, please be sure to bring in your current state registration and proof of liability insurance. We will need you to bring this information with you 
each and every year (we will not be able to use last years paperwork for this information).

Commercial boats of any kind, which includes a boat that is rented along with a house, must have a $1,000,000.00 liability insurance policy with Lake Lure as co-insured. All other motorized boats must have a $300,000.00 policy. 


UPPER BROAD RIVER WATERSHED

PROTECTION PROGRAM
by Clint Calhoun, Erosion Control Specialist

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

Recently, a group of us met with a representative of the NC Division of Water Quality to discuss some questions and concerns that we have about different types of construction activities around the lake and to also find out about permitting procedures and such.  The information that came out of that meeting was not only eye-opening, but mind-boggling to say the least.  Over the next couple of months I want to enlighten our readership on what we found out in our discussion and to also share some similar information as it applies to our existing erosion control ordinance.  I would put it all in this newsletter but there wouldn’t be any room for any one else’s article.  Also I am seeking further information on a couple of issues so I don’t want to discuss those until I have all of the facts.

First of all, did you know that Lake Lure, as a receiving body of water, is considered trout supporting because it has direct contact with trout supporting streams (the Rocky Broad River, Rock Creek, and Pool Creek)?  I did not know this.  This was new information to me, but according to the representative that we spoke with, this is the case and therefore any land disturbing activity on the lake is subject to trout water buffer standards.  This is where our sediment and erosion control ordinance comes into play.  

Our ordinance has standards for land disturbing activities within buffer zones.  In a standard buffer (not trout waters), no land-disturbing activity during periods of construction or improvement of land shall be permitted in proximity to a lake or natural watercourse unless a buffer zone is provided along the margin of a watercourse of sufficient width to confine visible siltation within the 25% of the buffer zone nearest the land-disturbing activity.  Unless otherwise provided, the width of the buffer zone is measured from the edge of the water to the nearest edge of disturbed area.  The 25% of the strip nearer the land disturbing activity shall contain natural or artificial means of confining visible siltation.

Waters that have been classified as trout waters by the Environmental Management Commission shall have an undisturbed buffer zone 25 feet wide or of sufficient width to confine visible siltation within the 25% of the buffer zone nearest the land-disturbing activity, whichever is greater.  Provided however, that the Commission may approve plans which include land-disturbing activity along trout waters when the duration of said disturbance would be temporary and the extent minimal.  The 25 foot minimum width for an undisturbed buffer zone adjacent to designated trout waters shall be measured horizontally from the top of the bank.  Where a temporary and minimal disturbance is permitted as an exception to the trout buffer, land-disturbing activities in the buffer zone adjacent to designated trout waters shall be limited to a maximum of 10% of the total length of the buffer zone within the tract to be disturbed such that there is no more than 100 linear feet of disturbance in each 1000 linear feet of the buffer zone.  Larger areas may be disturbed with the written approval of the Director of the Division of Land Resources of the NC Department of Environment and Natural Resources.

The long and short of all of this is that basically all new construction on lake front lots must provide a 25 foot vegetated buffer between the top of the bank and the edge of the disturbed area.  This is important information because it basically means that anyone who builds on the lakefront or on a trout supporting stream will be required to submit a survey showing the lakeshore, the lake setback area and the 25 foot buffer zone to be left undisturbed.  Minimal activities such as boardwalk construction, stairways, docks, and boathouses will be allowed as always, but such activities must be undertaken with regard to the buffer regulations.  This means that removal of all vegetation all the way to the water’s edge will no longer be allowed.  Some allowances will be given for limited tree removal for views but such cases will be reviewed and it must be found that such removal will not have any adverse affects with regard to temperature fluctuations or habitat degradation.

A second issue I would like to deal with has to do with storm water runoff.  We have been conducting inspections on the lake and we continuously find where gutter pipes, storm drains, and culverts are eliminating their storm water into Lake Lure.  According to the Sedimentation Pollution Control Act storm water cannot be directed into a water course at a velocity that exceeds the velocity of the 10-year storm runoff in the receiving watercourse prior to development.  This means that anything flowing through a pipe, whether it’s roof runoff, storm water from a ditch, or a catch basin cannot be directly piped into the lake.  The water can be piped to a velocity dissipation area such as a rip rap apron, a sediment trap or basin, a cistern, rain garden, or some other storm water storage area, but cannot be discharged directly into the lake without being slowed down to a non-erosive velocity prior to entering the waters of lake lure.  We are all aware of the problems of sediment from construction sites but we seldom think about the other types of sediment that exist such as sediment from roof shingles, dust and dirt on highways, gasoline and oil, etc.  All of these things are considered sediment too, and we certainly do not want these things in our lake.  Because of these concerns, we will no longer be allowing direct piping of storm water into the lake without velocity dissipation and we want to encourage those who are currently piping their storm water directly into the lake to come up with an alternative to this practice.  Water is an all too precious commodity, and as more impervious surface is added (roofs, roads, and parking lots), the less water infiltrates into the ground to replenish the water table.  This is something we all should be concerned about.

 
If anyone has any questions about the new requirements, as they are described in the ordinance, please let me know and I will do what I can to explain them and what must be done.  If you have an erosion problem or you know someone else who does, please contact me at (828)625-9983 ext 123.  You can also contact me by e-mail at eco@townoflakelure.com.  Also, if anyone would ever like to tag along when I am conducting inspections, let me know and I will be happy to take you around and show you what I’m looking for when I visit a construction site.


GOLF COURSE NEWS

By Sheila Spicer


It’s time for Captain’s Choice! We know it is starting a little late this year, but we wanted to wait until the majority of the irrigation work was completed. Captain’s Choice will be on Wednesdays this year with the first one on May 3, 2006 at 5:30 pm. Shotgun start will be promptly at 5:30 so come a little early to get signed up.


The irrigation work is moving right along. We are hoping the installation will be complete around mid May. We have had several comments about the ditches, and the company doing the installation has assured us they are going to go back and clean everything up. Their main priority right now is to get all of the pipes and wire in.


Quote of the month: “Forgetting what lies behind, I push on.”  The Apostle Paul 


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 
The data from the Lake Use Study Surveys that were mailed out will be discussed at two forums on May 20th. As part of the on-going Lake Use Study, Dr. Ken Wagner and Barbara Wiggins, the consultants conducting the study for the Lake Lure Marine Commission, will be holding open forums on May 20 at the Lake Lure Golf & Beach Resort's Lakeview restaurant meeting room at 2:00 p.m. and at the new fire station meeting facility adjacent to the municipal golf course at 4:00 p.m.  Dr. Wagner and Mrs. Wiggins will make presentations regarding carrying capacity (the space/time formulas for acceptable boats per acre/hour) and the possible long term regulatory approaches being considered to preserve safety and enjoyment of those who recreate on Lake Lure. Discussion of the results of the recent Lake Use Study survey will lead into an open dialogue session with forum participants. It is a suggestion that those who are interested in attending these forums might wish to examine the Wagner/Wiggins Lake Use Study Phase 1 Report along with the other "Lake Issues" documents that can be found on townoflakelure.com. Look on the "Lake Issues" page and follow the links. 

 

NEWS AROUND LAKE LURE

The Annual Hickory Nut Gorge Kiwanis Memorial Days Festival will be held on May 27, 28 & 29 in the grassy area in front of the arcade building. There will be something for everyone including lively entertainment, a wide range of arts and crafts, and a variety of tasty foods. 
Artists and crafters from throughout the region will offer handmade wares such as quilts, sketches, pottery, watercolors, oil paintings, photography, jewelry, needle crafts, wood crafts, leather crafts and all sorts of artistic decorative items.  DJ, Renny High, will offer a wide range of music all three days.  Several food vendors will offer hot and cold drinks and tasty treats.

The Annual Memorial Day Parade will be held on Monday, May 29th.  The parade will start at 12:30 PM and will march from The Lake Lure Post Office thru Chimney Rock.

For more information about the festival contact Chuck Place at 828/685-2726 or, Paula Jordan at 828/691-5008.  For more information on the parade contact Steve Hayes at 828/625-1171.

Proceeds from this and other Kiwanis sponsored events help support Helping Neighbors, Inc., Hickory Nut Gorge Recreation Assn., The Martha Jane Powers Annual Memorial Children’s Christmas Party, Lake Lure Police Department’s Children’s Fund, Friends of the Library (Mountains Branch), volunteer fire and rescue groups, The Hospice organizations of Rutherford and Henderson Counties and the Kiwanis Club of Hickory Nut Gorge Educational Grant.

Meetings are held the 1st and 3rd Thursdays at The Lake Lure Inn at Noon.  If you’re interested in Kiwanis and how you might become a part of the largest national charity organization primarily supporting children, please call Chuck Place at 828/685-2726.  We’d love to have you.


There will be Memorial Day Ceremony   by the Veteran’s of Foreign Wars, Post 10473, at the Veteran’s Memorial between the Lake Lure Inn and the Arcade building on May 29 at 9:00 AM. The public is invited and encouraged to attend.


The 3rd  Annual Blessing of the Fleets will be held on Sunday, May 28th at 4:00 PM. Father Mickey Mugan, rector at the Transfiguration Episcopal Church in Bat Cave, will be at the town’s gazebo to ceremonially bless the Lake Lure Fleet of Ships. Everyone is invited to join in this celebration.


Blessing of the Fleet ceremonies began in Italy and Portugal in the sixteenth century. This old- world practice was traditionally celebrated at the beginning of the fishing season when fishermen sought divine protection from the perils of the sea and provisions of a bountiful harvest. Through the centuries, boating communities around the world have developed their own unique rituals to launch a new season upon the waters.

To join the “Lake Lure Fleet” of ships, please rendezvous at the old “Dirty Dancing” cove at 3:50 PM. Boats can be decorated with flowers, but that is not a requirement. 


Landlubbers can enjoy the parade of boats from the shore at the gazebo. For more information call Nancy McNary at 625-1024, Mary Karr at 625-9781 or Robin Stanier at 625-4274.  
The Lake Lure Shag Club welcomes the public to their next monthly dance at the Lake Lure Inn which is scheduled for May 11, 2006 from 7:00– 11:00 p.m.  Music is provided by a DJ in a smoke-free environment.

Cover charge for shag club members is $2.00 and $5.00 for non-members.  Dance lessons are available and held at the Mountains Branch Library on Bill’s Creek Road.  For more information about club membership or dance lessons, please call Dot Jarrett at 828-625-1699 or 828-289-0710 or contact by e-mail at djarrett@blueridge.net.  The shag club’s website is www.lakelureshagclub.com.  

Visitors Center News.  A huge thank you to all of our wonderful, dedicated staff and volunteers for their extra effort during the tours of the Dream Home.  Our Visitor Center sold over 20,000 tickets, and we could not have done it without you.

During March, we served a total of 12,951 visitors—numbers we typically see during the summer months!

In May, our operating hours return to the full schedule at the Visitors Center:
	 Monday – Saturday
	9:00 – 5:00

	Sunday
	1:00 – 5:00


 

  
Fireworks - Your Chamber has been happy to host the fireworks shows for the thousands of people who visit over the Fourth of July holidays and for the Christmas Boat Parade (December 2 this year).  Our annual expense for the fireworks shows is typically $10,000, with the Town of Lake Lure and several of our members often contributing large funds to help ensure the fireworks are a great success.  If you would like to make a donation of any size towards the fireworks you can do so by sending it to The HNGC (Hickory Nut Gorge Chamber), PO Box  32, Chimney Rock, NC 28720.     

 

Lake Lure Newcomers invite those who are new residents in Lake Lure (24 months or less) to join them in various activities which include: potluck, gourmet, out’n about, theater, bridge/poker, book club, and hiking.  Anyone interested in becoming a member, call Chuck and Char Leneschmidt 828-625-5201.
Lake Lure Lakefront Owners Association (LLLOA).If you are interested in Lake issues and concerns and own  lakefront  property on the shores of beautiful Lake Lure, the LLLOA invites you to become a regular member.  Associate  memberships are also encouraged for those who are interested in our Lake.  Each year members receive a directory of members, informative Muse Letters, and a first class mailed subscription  to the Town of Lake Lure monthly newsletter, The Lake Lure Tribute.  Members  meet at the Town Community Center  socially  at least annually to meet neighbors and discuss issues.   Annual dues are currently a modest $17.00.  You  may pick up an application  for  membership at the Municipal Center or call Bob Keith, Pres.  at 828-625-2874 or Sue Forsyth , Treas. at  828-625-0885 for an application or any questions you may have.    
NOTICE

Weather permitting, Lake Lure Tours is open 7 days a week from 9 am – 5 pm for gas or your other needs. For questions or comments about the hours or operations of the Lake Lure Tours, call 828-625-1373.


The deadline for newsletter articles to be received at Town Hall for the June issue is May 23, 2006.






