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MAYOR’S COMMENTS

by Jim Proctor

Chimney Rock Park

The North Carolina State Parks is negotiating with the owners of Chimney Rock Park for purchase of their property.  This could then be the centerpiece property for the new Hickory Nut Gorge State Park. The owners of Chimney Rock Park have also decided to list the park with Sotheby's International Realty. This most important national icon of North Carolina is at risk. There is a very real possibility of the park falling into the hands of a private developer with unknown intentions.

A new organization called The Friends of Hickory Nut Gorge, was formed earlier this year. Their mission is to protect the beauty of the Hickory Nut Gorge.  This group has started a grassroots effort to encourage the state to continue negotiating with Chimney Rock Park.  The Friends of Hickory Nut Gorge have created a website – www.savechimneyrockpark.net . If you are interested, Please go to this website and find out more about the park and ways to help protect this legacy property.

If you do not have access to the Internet please call or write me in care of the Lake Lure Town Hall.

The Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation – Ride for Kids

On August 27th the Ride For Kids will once again come to Lake Lure.  The Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation funds medical research grants to help find the cause and cure of childhood brain tumors. The Ride for Kids program started in 1984 in Atlanta, Georgia. The PBTF is the largest source of non-governmental funding for pediatric brain tumor research in the world.  The PBTF also offers family support programs for families with a child who has been diagnosed with a brain tumor.  Last year more than 450 motorcycle riders raised more than $92,541!!  

If you would like to donate this year please call me at (828) 779-3100 or 

mail a check made out to "PBTFUS" to PO Box 384, Lake Lure, NC 28746.  You may also leave donations at the Lake Lure Town Hall.

Their website is: http://ride4kids.org/

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT

by H.M. “Chuck” Place III, AICP
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1A Fine Wednesday


What started out to be just another hot July Wednesday last week turned out to be pretty spectacular. 


I had a meeting with John Caldwell, the area manager for APAC Atlantic, who said that their lab had tested our sand in the big pile and was waiting for an OK from NCDOT to use the material on state jobs (the state has higher standards than most private projects). He indicated that he wasn't sure yet how much material they could use, but he'll send a letter to me stating what their needs will be. So, hopefully, we will get rid of much of the material that we have dredged out of the lake and river to make room for more dredged material from the June 26th storm.


I received an offer from a local landscape stone contractor to design and construct the remainder of Kiwanis Park at the intersection of Memorial Highway and NC 9 for the cost of his labor. The design and all materials would be donated. He will give me a proposal in the next week or so.

The final (I sincerely hope!) piece of the Town Center Walkway puzzle was approved by the NCDOT right of way agent and he will send the ROW certification to Raleigh ASAP. That should result in an OK to proceed to bid for that long overdue project. 


Dick McCallum called me to say that he had spoken at length with Representative Patrick McHenry's office about the STAG funding for the wastewater treatment plant improvements and was told that Representative McHenry would work to have EPA release the approved funds ($305,000) to us to do as much of the work at the sewer plant as possible. This federal funding was originally appropriated in 2000 and was taken this long to go through the interminable permitting process. There is a sunset provision, however, that states the funds will be lost if not used (or at least committed through contracts) within six years of the original appropriation and that date is sometime in September. I have spoken to our consulting engineers to see what we can do in this short time and they will let me know as soon as possible. We budgeted $625,200 for the project, but it took so long to get to the bidding stage that the bids came in at almost three times that amount. We hope to be able to do at least some of the project. Utilities Director William Grimes has already started doing some parts of the project on his own. 


After a conference call with Finance Director Sam Karr and two FEMA reps, we got a fax from FEMA stating that they will approve an additional $65,000 or so for the reimbursement of costs for silt removal related to the storms in 2004. This is in addition to the $100,000 they still owe us from their previous approval. 


And finally, Sam got a message from Vince Tomaino at DENR in Raleigh stating that he has approved the payment of $2.3M for the water system improvements! That three year project is virtually complete and we have been paying the bills out of our reserve fund. All of us, and particularly Sam, will be happy to see that fund reimbursed!


So, while all these things are in the nature of "the check's in the mail," things were definitely looking up by the time I went home.


TOWN COUNCIL ACTIVITIES

by Town Clerk Mary Flack, MMC, CTC
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1REGULAR MEETING: The regular town council meeting was held on Tuesday, July 11, 2006, 7:00 p.m., in the meeting room of the Lake Lure Municipal Center.

  Under the “consent agenda,” Town Council:
* approved the minutes of June 13, 2006 (regular meeting and closed session), and June 8, 2006 (special meeting);


* approved Resolution No. 06-07-11 proclaiming the first week of August of each year to be zoning officials week; and

* approved a request from Even Sullivan Conlon to serve beer and wine during a family reunion inside the community hall of the Lake Lure Municipal Center on Sunday, July 23, 2006, from 5:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m.

Town Council actions:

* held a public hearing and adopted Ordinance No.06-07-11 amending Chapter 94 (The Lake Structures Regulations) of the Code of Ordinances for the Town of Lake Lure relating to standards and requirements for lake structures;

* held a discussion regarding a request from G. Elton Todd to place white sand on the beach area in front of his boat house located at 517 Holmes Road;

* tabled the adoption of Resolution No. 06-06-13 adopting standard specification and details for the design and construction of projects regulated by the Town of Lake Lure; council members agreed this resolution needed further review; 

* approved a request from Timothy Padgett on behalf of David Doyle to have the town quit-claim certain property formed by accretion/dredging along the shoreline accessed off of Sheridan Lane;

* approved a request from Bo Williams on behalf of the Lake Lure Tour, Inc. to amend their concession agreement with the town to allow the use of town dock space to moor four tour boats and permission to build new handicap accessible piers to replace the existing structure being used to dock tour boats;

* adopted  Resolution No. 06-07-11A amending the parks and recreation board membership to consist of five regular members and one alternate member;

*appointed James Dunn to serve on the parks and recreation board as an alternate member with a term expiring on December 31, 2007;

* appointed Harvey Jacques to fill Beth Rose’s regular position on the board of adjustment/lake structures appeals board with a term expiring on December 31, 2007;

* appointed Linda Swift to fill Harvey Jacques’s position as alternate member on the board of adjustment/lake structures appeals board with a term expiring on December 31, 2006;

* held a brief discussion pertaining to fire department policy regarding alcohol consumption;

* authorized the town manager to sign a contract with McGill Associates on behalf of the town to obtain a consultant to conduct an I &I study for the town;

* directed the town manager to get cost estimates for a new higher horse powered outboard for a 26' tritoon and rebuilding a 24' tritoon to accept a 90 HP motor;

* approved a budget amendment of $1,000 to cover the cost of a net to be used to catch debris in the  lake; 

* approved allocation of funds up to $100,000, as soon as funds are available, for an additional two public wells in conjunction with the Kellerman Cove Development;

* directed the town manager to obtain a proposal from McGill Associates to do a new utilities rate study; and 

* approved an agreement for professional services with Wiggins Environmental Services, LLC (WES) and its subcontractor ENSR for the Lake Lure boating capacity management plan for Phase III and IV; approved a budget amendment not to exceed $21,400 to cover the cost of professional services for this project; authorized the town manager and the mayor to sign this agreement on behalf of the town.

In other activities:
* heard reports from council liaisons on the activities of various boards and committees;

Note:
Regular Town Council meetings are held on the second Tuesday of each month, 7:00 p.m., in the council meeting room of the Lake Lure Municipal Center, unless otherwise posted.  Town Council meeting agendas are available at town hall, posted on the town hall bulletin board located outside in front of the Lake Lure Municipal Center, and may be viewed on the town’s website at www.TownofLakeLure.com.  You may subscribe to receive a Town Council meeting agenda in the mail or fax by making a request in writing to the town clerk and paying an annual fee of $10. 

SPECIAL WORKSHOP MEETING: Town council held a workshop meeting on Tuesday, July 11, 2006, at 9:30 a.m. in the council meeting room of the Lake Lure Municipal Center.

Town Council actions:

* held a discussion regarding the town’s sewer capacity; 

* authorized McGill Associates to solicit bids for a valve replacement under the dam; and

* adopted a policy to not issue a permit for a connection to the sewer system unless the applicant has a building permit; directed town staff to develop whatever measures are necessary to implement this action; also require that all future out-of-town requests for connection to the town’s sewer system be approved by the Lake Lure Town Council.

REGULAR MEETING OF THE LAKE LURE MARINE COMMISSION: The Lake Lure Marine Commission held their meeting on Tuesday, July 11, 2006, at 1:00 p.m., in the council meeting room of the Lake Lure Municipal Center.

The Marine Commission:
* authorized town staff to notify commercial operators who have reserved commercial permits that anyone who has not obtained their permits within ten days will forfeit their permit and those permits will be available to someone who is already on a waiting list;

* approved removing after Labor Day the limit of 1,000 boat permits for residents with motorized boats which are greater than 10 HP; and 

* held a discussion pertaining to lake issues.

Note:
Regular Marine Commission meetings are held quarterly during the months of January, April, July, and October on the second Tuesday of each month at 1:00 p.m., in the council meeting room of the Lake Lure Municipal Center, unless otherwise posted.  Marine Commission meeting agendas are available at town hall, posted on the town hall bulletin board located outside in front of the Lake Lure Municipal Center, and may be viewed on the town’s website at www.TownofLakeLure.com.  You may subscribe to receive a Marine Commission meeting agenda in the mail or fax by making a request in writing to the town clerk and paying an annual fee of $10. 


PERSONNEL NEWS
by Anita Taylor, Personnel Director


Matt Griffin began working with the Town of Lake Lure in July replacing Nancy Ledford as the Pro Shop Clerk at the municipal golf course.

Matt has much golf course experience. He obtained his Associate Degree in Turf Grass Management from Blue Ridge Community College and holds a NC State Pesticide License. Matt previously worked at Meadowbrook Golf Course in Polk County and plans to obtain his PGA Class A Pro Card in the near future.


Matt is married to Kelli and they have a five month old daughter named Paige and are expecting their second child in February. Congratulations Matt and Kelli, and welcome to the Town of Lake Lure.  

 
COMMUNITY FIRE NEWS
by Ron Morgan, Fire Coordinator


We have experienced some power outages lately that have lasted more than a couple of hours.  Therefore, it is vitally important that we have an updated list of all residents who are currently using oxygen at their home. If you or someone you know is using oxygen please call the fire coordinator’s office at 828-625-9333.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1CUSTOMER SERVICES
by Linda Ward

I have a few people to thank this month and would like to start off thanking Wade Nelon and sons Eric, Scott and Michael Nelon and also Danny Siegfried who contract with the town for garbage pickup. 
A town resident stopped me at the marina the other day and just praised the job that Wade Nelon and crew are doing and wanted to be sure that they were recognized.


They are one of the nicest families that I think I have ever had the pleasure of meeting and do a wonderful job with our garbage pickup. Wade has been picking up for the town for over 30 years and we deeply appreciate his work and his kindness. They never seem to miss a scheduled day.
 This is a service that every one of us needs but never give much thought to. So, if you see these guys out and about by your home be sure to say hello and give them a big thank you.  

I would also like to thank the town maintenance men and all of the volunteers (there were quite a few, including 3 crews of inmates) who worked on the lake debris from the rain storm that came through our area.  I would just like everyone to know how hard these guys worked. 


As one of the ones answering the phone at town hall I can tell you that a lot of people called about debris on their docks or in their coves wondering when it would be picked up. These guys worked as hard as they could that entire week without stopping. We hardly ever saw a single one of the maintenance men the whole week because they were either in a boat collecting debris or on shore filling or driving the dump truck loads that they pulled from the lake.  They definitely did not have ‘one man digging and two more holding shovels and watching’ that week if you know what I mean.   

And last, thank you to anyone and everyone who had anything to do with the fireworks on July 4th.  They were magnificent this year. I have heard quite a few people say “the best ever”.


If you would like to continue to be able to view these wonderful fireworks here in Lake Lure you may make donations marked “fireworks” any time of the year to the Hickory Nut Gorge Chamber of Commerce,  P.O. Box 32, Chimney Rock, NC 28720. ANY size donation will be greatly appreciated.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

GOLF COURSE NEWS

by Greg Long, Pro Shop Manager

Hello everyone, this is my first article for the monthly Lake Lure News & Views newsletter. I was looking forward to some nice cool days in the mountains after moving here from Florida, but see that it gets very hot up here also. While playing in this hot weather be sure to drink plenty of water and wear plenty of sunscreen.


I have noticed that quite a few of our membership renewals are due or past due. If you are a member and this has slipped your mind, please stop by and renew to keep your membership current.

The new irrigation system is now in place and the condition of the course is improving day by day. It appears that most of our play is coming from the tourist visiting our area which we greatly appreciate. We would also like to see more of the locals playing, so call your friends and neighbors and bring them out to play a round or two.


We hold a 4 person Captain’s Choice Dog-fight every Friday night through September. If interested in playing be at the golf course by 5:00 pm. It begins at 5:30 and the cost is $12.50 for members and $15.75 for non-members.

Super Scramble Event!!

Date:
Saturday, August 12th

Time:
9:00 am

         Format:
4 – person teams


Food:
BBQ Plate



Cold Cut Sandwiches & Salad


Cost:
Members - $25



Non-members - $35

(includes golf, food and prizes -

sign up at least a week in advance at the pro shop)


Other events coming up are a Labor Day Event -  Monday, September 4th  and 1st Annual Charity Event -  Saturday, October 7th.  We also have a Men’s League on Monday afternoons at 4:00 pm, Ladies League on Wednesday at 9:00 am and a Couples League on Saturday afternoon at 3:00 pm. Please call the golf course at 828-625-4472 for more information on any of these events.

NEWS AROUND LAKE LURE

Lake Lure Newcomers invite those who are new residents in Lake Lure (24 months or less) to join them in various activities which include: potluck, gourmet, out’n about, theater, bridge/poker, book club, and hiking.  Anyone interested in becoming a member, call Chuck and Char Leneschmidt 828-625-5201.
Lake Lure Lakefront Owners Association (LLLOA).If you are interested in Lake issues and concerns and own  lakefront  property on the shores of beautiful Lake Lure, the LLLOA invites you to become a regular member.  Associate  memberships are also encouraged for those who are interested in our Lake.  Each year members receive a directory of members, informative Muse Letters, and a first class mailed subscription  to the Town of Lake Lure monthly newsletter, Lake Lure News & Views.  Members  meet at the Town Community Center  socially  at least annually to meet neighbors and discuss issues.   Annual dues are currently a modest $17.00.  You  may pick up an application  for  membership at the Municipal Center or call Bob Keith, Pres.  at 828-625-2874 or Sue Forsyth , Treas. at  828-625-0885 for an application or any questions you may have.
The Friends of the Mountains Branch Library will present their annual silent auction and fundraiser Sunday, October 1 from 3 to 5 in the afternoon.  The location this year has been moved to the Lake Lure Municipal Center's meeting room and surrounding grounds.  Please mark your calendars and plan to attend our "Taste of Renaissance" event and support our local library.  Tickets will go on sale September 1. If you have any items, time or talents to donate, please call the library at 625-0456.  

There will be a yard and bake sale held by the Bill’s Creek Fire Department on Saturday, August 5th starting at 7:00 am at the Bill’s Creek Community Center. Hot dogs and hamburgers  will be sold from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm. This benefit is to raise money for a walking trail and other improvements at the community center.  


Their will be a vacancy on the Lake Advisory Committee. If you are interested in being a part of this committee or any other board or committee for the Town of Lake Lure please come by the town hall to fill out an application or visit our website at www.townoflakelure.com for the application.   
NOTICE

Weather permitting, Lake Lure Tours is open 7 days a week from 9 am – 5 pm for gas or your other needs. For questions or comments about the hours or operations of the Lake Lure Tours, call 828-625-1373.


The deadline for newsletter articles to be received at Town Hall for the September issue is August 23, 2006.






