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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1MAYOR’S COMMENTS
by Jim Proctor
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Dam is 80 years old this month!

On December 30, 1924, Chimney Rock Mountains, Inc. created a subsidiary called the Carolina Mountain Power Company. In February 1925, Carolina Mountain Power Company sold $550,000.00 in bonds to finance the building of a 104-foot dam across the Rocky Broad River at Tumbling Shoals. One month later the contract to build the dam was given to Mees & Mees Engineering from Charlotte, North Carolina. Soon thereafter, construction was started. Since the main highway was in the impoundment area, construction of a new highway was started at the same time. The Lake Lure dam was completed on September 20, 1926 at a final cost of more than $1,000,000.00.

Chimney Rock Park
For the latest news in regard to the possibility of the North Carolina State Parks buying Chimney Rock Park go to the following website: www.savechimneyrock.net.
tc "by Jim Proctor"
“Life is tough, and if you have the ability to laugh at it – you have the ability to enjoy it.”




                       Salma Hayek

TOWN COUNCIL ACTIVITIES

by Town Clerk Mary Flack, MMC, CTC
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1REGULAR MEETING: The regular town council meeting was held on Tuesday, August 8, 2006, 7:00 p.m., in the meeting room of the Lake Lure Municipal Center.

  Under the “consent agenda,” Town Council:
* approved the minutes of July 11, 2006 regular and special meeting;

* approved a contract between the Town of Lake Lure and the town auditor for fiscal year beginning July 1, 2005 and ending June 30, 2006;

* approved a request from Mary and Joseph Fontana to suspend the town’s alcohol ordinance to serve beer and wine during a wedding rehearsal dinner inside the community hall of the Lake Lure Municipal Center on November 3, 2006, from 5:30 p.m. until 9:00 p.m.; and

* approved a request from the town manager as submitted declaring a police car no longer necessary to conduct town business.

Town Council actions:

* held a public hearing and adopted Ordinance No.06-08-08A amending the Town of Lake Lure Zoning Regulations, Title IX, Chapter 92, relating to definitions, conditional use permits in the R-3 zoning district, special event signs, and attorney’s certificate of title used to establish nonconforming lot status;

* held a public hearing and denied the adoption of Ordinance No. 06-08-08B amending the Town of Lake Lure zoning map regarding petition No. RZ-06-02 to rezone a lot referenced by county tax PIN #1612898 and a portion of public right-of-way from Commercial Town Center (CTC) to Government Use (GU); this ordinance was denied on the basis that town council had previously agreed to not amend the town’s zoning map until after a study has been completed by the Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee;

* adopted Resolution No. 06-08-08 adopting standard specifications and details for the design and construction of projects regulated by the Town of Lake Lure;

* heard a report from Community Development Director regarding Lake Lure’s zoning map;
 

* approved  Resolution No. 06-08-08A Urging the State of North Carolina to acquire Chimney Rock Park;


* approved a request from Linda Marsh on behalf of the Hickory Nut Gorge Chamber of Commerce regarding a business meeting contingent upon certain stipulations;

* approved a request from Saundra Nelson regarding a silent auction fundraiser to benefit the Mountains Branch Library contingent upon certain stipulations;

* approved a request from Bob Keith regarding the 2nd Annual Lake Lure Olympiad event contingent upon certain stipulations;


* appointed Robert M. Keith to fill Dick Conrad’s position on the Lake Advisory Committee with a term expiring on December 31, 2006;

* appointed Diane F. Barrett to fill Tommy Hartzog’s position on the Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee;

* directed the town manager to seek proposals for a utility rate study;

* approved the request from the parks and recreation board committee to create a trail system on the Lake Lure municipal golf course property contingent budgetary considerations; and

* directed the town manager and the community development director to seek an attorney to represent the town who specializes in land use law.

In other activities:
* heard reports from council liaisons on the activities of various boards and committees.

Note:
Regular Town Council meetings are held on the second Tuesday of each month, 7:00 p.m., in the council meeting room of the Lake Lure Municipal Center, unless otherwise posted.  Town Council meeting agendas are available at town hall, posted on the town hall bulletin board located outside in front of the Lake Lure Municipal Center, and may be viewed on the town’s website at www.TownofLakeLure.com.  You may subscribe to receive a Town Council meeting agenda in the mail or fax by making a request in writing to the town clerk and paying an annual fee of $10. 

SPECIAL WORKSHOP MEETING: Town council held a workshop meeting on Thursday, August 24, 2006, at 9:30 a.m. in the council meeting room of the Lake Lure Municipal Center 

Town Council actions:

* reviewed bids for the wastewater treatment plant improvements pertaining to the STAG project;  and

* awarded a bid for this project to Dellinger, Inc. contingent upon certain stipulations that a negotiated cost be agreed upon by the town which does not exceed the town’s budgeted amount for this project and that approval from the State Division of Water Quality and approval for the construction grants be obtained.


Public Notice
The public will take notice that the Town Council of the Town of Lake Lure will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, September 12, 2006, at 7:00 p.m. or thereafter, in the Council Meeting Room of the Lake Lure Municipal Center, for the purpose of amending the Lake Structures Regulations, Title IX, Chapter 94 of the Code of Ordinances for the Town of Lake Lure, relating to standards and requirements for lake structures.


Citizens are invited to make written or oral comments.  A copy of the proposed ordinance is available for public inspection at Town Hall from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. weekdays.


COMMUNITY POLICING NEWS

by Chief Eric Hester
Police Department


We are sad to lose Detective Sergeant Janie Schutz. She recently resigned to work as an instructor with the NC Justice Academy in Edneyville, NC. As a result of her leaving this position, Sergeant Thomas Lytle was promoted to Detective Sergeant. I am also pleased to announce that the Lake Lure Police Department promoted Corporal Robert Owens and Corporal Sean Humphries to the rank of Sergeant. Patrol Officers Windy Hobson and Dallas Draper were promoted to the rank of Corporal. Reserve Officer Mark Alexander was hired full-time into a Patrol position. These officers went through an extensive promotional process. The process consisted of an oral interview board and a written test. I would like to thank Town Manager Chuck Place, Chief Don Fischer from Laurel Park Police Department, Lieutenant Bob Ward from the Forest City Police Department, and Detective Sergeant Thomas Lytle with the Lake Lure Police Department for their participation on the oral interview board. 

New Arrival


We are pleased to announce the new arrival of Cadence Sierra Humphries, born on 8-09-2006 at 2:32 pm. She weighed 7 lbs 8 ounces and 19 ½ inches long. She is the newborn daughter of Sean and Melissa Humphries. We are all very excited about the new edition to the police department family.

Safety


New speed limit signs have been posted on Highway # 9 which is now 35 mph. This area was 45mph prior to Ingles being built. The change is due to a traffic study by the North Carolina Department of Transportation.  This new speed limit was needed due to the amount of traffic now using Highway # 9.

Home safety


 Just a little tip, If you’re planning to be out of town for a long period of time, it would be a good idea to have someone keep a check on your house and property while you’re away.  The Lake Lure Police Department has a house check program that we are currently using to assist the residents of Lake Lure by keeping a check on their home and property.  If you are interested in participating in this program, come by the police department and fill out an information sheet so we can help keep your home safe and secure while you are away.  It’s always a good idea to have someone you can trust go by and check on your home just to make sure that it is secure.

 If you go on vacation and your mail is delivered to your residence, try and have someone pick up your mail so a criminal that’s looking to break into a house won’t know that you’re gone.  Anything that a person can do to make their house look lived in while they’re gone will help keep their home safer.  If anyone has any questions or concerns regarding these issues please feel free to contact me at the Lake Lure Police Department and I will try to give you some ideas on how to keep their homes safe.  

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1CUSTOMER SERVICES

by Linda Ward

With this year’s boating season coming to an end, as a reminder, you may want to make a copy of your state registration to have for next year’s boat permit. This way if you store your boat you will already have your registration on hand to get your permit by mail as early as January 1st.


Also, anyone who uses their boat for a commercial purpose (including those who rent their house and include a boat as part of the rental) must apply for next year’s commercial license by November 1st of this year.  You can get a commercial license application from the town website at www.townoflakelure.com. The Lake Lure Marine Commission will  consider each application and approve or disapprove those by January 1st of 2007. Again, the application deadline is November 1st, 2006 for permit year 2007.


There will be a $1000 fine imposed for anyone using their boat commercially without a commercial license. 



Here are some guidelines that our garbage pickup provider would like for you to follow:

Use cans no larger than 35 gallons. Please be sure to have all garbage in tied bags inside the can. NO loose garbage and NO bags outside of the cans. This is because of the little scavenger animals that like to get in garbage.


Weekly pickup is for household garbage only. No hard-trash, leaves, appliances, building materials, tires, etc.  Also no moving boxes are to be included in your weekly garbage pick-up.  To make arrangements to have moving boxes picked up for an additional charge, contact Wade Nelon at 625-0378.

The town provides hard trash pick up the last Friday of each month. But again, this does not include building materials or tires. A few bagged leaves are acceptable. You must call the town hall at 828-625-9983 to have your name put on the hard trash list. 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1SEDIMENT AND EROSION CONTROL NEWS
by Erosion Control Officer Clint Calhoun
By now everyone should know that I am now working as full-time Erosion Control Officer for the Town of Lake Lure.  The Upper Broad River Watershed Protection Program is still going strong and I have left it in the very capable hands of the new Watershed Coordinator, Jennifer Beck, who comes to us from Charleston, SC.  We will be working out of the same office so come by and meet her.

This year the lake will go down, allowing folks to make repairs to seawalls and boathouses.  I would like to take this opportunity to remind everyone what they must do before you will be allowed to do work that might impact the waters of Lake Lure.

Before any type of activity is undertaken in or on the waters of Lake Lure, all valid permits must be obtained.  The permits are as follows:

· Land Disturbance Permit—issued by the Town of Lake Lure, this permit is used for regulating land-disturbing activities, but also applies to construction of seawalls and other shoreline stabilization measures and/or anything where NC Buffer Requirements are applicable.

· Lake Structure Permit—also issued by the Town of Lake Lure, this permit is required for construction of seawalls, boathouses, docks, piers, etc.

· Section 404 Permit—issued by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  This permit is required for any construction or placing of fill in all waters of the United States.  Such activities include discharge of dredge material, construction of seawalls or shoreline stabilization structures, placement of pipe in streams, dams, levees, etc.

· Section 401 Certification—issued by the NC Department of Environment and Natural Resources, Division of Water Quality in conjunction with the Section 404 Permit or independently for lake construction or filling activities.  Issuance may be dependent on NC Buffer Requirements being met.  Certification is given for all lake filling activities such as seawalls, shoreline stabilization, etc.

Land Disturbance and Lake Structure Permits can be obtained at Town Hall, but the other necessary permits must be obtained by a different process.  For a Section 404 Permit:

(1) First, a Pre-Construction Notification (PCN) Form must be filled out.  You can obtain this form from the Erosion Control Officer at Town Hall or you can download it and print it from the US Army Corps of Engineers website or the NC Division of Water Quality website.  

(2) Once the PCN is filled out, submit one copy and associated plans to the US Army Corps of Engineers for review.  

(3) Submit one copy of the PCN to the NC Wildlife Resources Commission who will review and send comments to the US Army Corps of Engineers as part of the review process.

(4) After formal review by the Corps, a National Environmental Policy Act Document is prepared and the Section 404 Permit is issued unless the project does not meet the design criteria.  There is no review fee for the Corps but permit processing can take up to 30 days.

For Section 401Cerification:

(1) Fill out the Pre-Construction Notification (PCN) Form.

(2) Submit seven copies to the NC Division of Water Quality.  If the project impacts include less than one acre of cumulative water impacts and less than 150 feet cumulative impacts to streams, then a fee of $200 is required.  If either of these thresholds is exceeded, then the required fee is $475.

(3) Upon completion of the application, the Division of Water Quality has 60 days to prepare a written response to the applicant.  This may include a 401 Cerification, an on-hold letter pending receipt of additional requested information, or denial.

No Land Disturbance or Lake Structures Permits will be issued until the applicant has received a Section 404 permit from the Corps and a Section 401 Certification from the Division of Water Quality, or a letter from either agency saying that nothing is required.

As far as what you will need to make your applications, you will need to provide a survey of the lot which should include the 25 foot trout buffer and should indicate areas where buffer disturbance could take place.  You must submit plans of the proposed structure, drawn to scale by an engineer or licensed architect.  You also must provide proof of liability insurance and a deposit of compliance which will depend on the cost of the project.  The Pre-Construction Notification (PCN) Form also has requirements and things that must be submitted such as maps, drawings, photographs of existing shoreline, and estimated impacts to water quality.  The idea here is to be as thorough as possible and to provide as much information as possible so that your applications get processed in a timely fashion.

The window of opportunity for working on lake structures is fairly short and now is the time for starting the permitting process to prevent unnecessary delays.  Please consult the Town’s Lake Structure Regulations to see what you are allowed to do.  The new regulations will be posted on the Town website very shortly and copies will be available at Town Hall on request.  If you have an erosion problem, or you know of someone else who does, please give me a call at (828)625-9983 ext. 123.  You can also e-mail me at eco@townoflakelure.com.   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1


NEWS AROUND LAKE LURE

Lake Lure Newcomers invite those who are new residents in Lake Lure (24 months or less) to join them in various activities which include: potluck, gourmet, out’n about, theater, bridge/poker, book club, and hiking.  Anyone interested in becoming a member, call Chuck and Char Leneschmidt 828-625-5201.
Lake Lure Lakefront Owners Association (LLLOA).If you are interested in Lake issues and concerns and own lakefront property on the shores of beautiful Lake Lure, the LLLOA invites you to become a regular member.  Associate memberships are also encouraged for those who are interested in our Lake.  Each year members receive a directory of members, informative Muse Letters, and a first class mailed subscription to the Town of Lake Lure monthly newsletter, Lake Lure News & Views.  Members meet at the Town Community Center socially at least annually to meet neighbors and discuss issues.   Annual dues are currently a modest $17.00.  You may pick up an application for membership at the Municipal Center or call Bob Keith, Pres.  at 828-625-2874 or Sue Forsyth , Treas. at  828-625-0885 for an application or any questions you may have.
The Friends of the Mountains Branch Library will present their annual silent auction and fundraiser Sunday, October 1 from 3 to 5 in the afternoon.  The location this year has been moved to the Lake Lure Municipal Center's meeting room and surrounding grounds.  Please mark your calendars and plan to attend our "Taste of Renaissance" event and support our local library.  Tickets will go on sale September 1. If you have any items, time or talents to donate, please call the library at 625-0456.  
The Fairfield Mountains Volunteer Fire Department Auxillary will be hosting a Rummage Sale/Auction on September 23, 2006, rain or shine.

The rummage sale will be from 9:00 am to noon and the auction will be held at 9:30 am. No early callers please!
If you have anything that you would like to donate to the fire department sale (NO CLOTHING PLEASE) please bring it by the Fairfield Fire Dept. Station #1 (on Buffalo Shoals) on September 13, 14 or 15, 9:00 am till noon. If you have any large items that you would need to have picked up – call Gary Wilson or any security staff at 625-4410 to arrange a pick up time.

Thank you for you continued support for the Fairfield Mountains Volunteer Fire Department. 

Let the games begin!! What has swimming, rock climbing, baseball throw, tots’ games, tennis, 10K run, triathlon, canoe races, inner tube races, horseshoes, basketball, firemen’s skill challenge, medals, entertainment, food festival, shag dance, boat parade, ski show, torch lighting, and more?  It’s the 2nd Annual Hickory Nut Gorge Olympiad Charity Sports Festival.

Plan to be in the gorge September 7-10 for this wholesome family fun festival.  We will accept walk-up registrations for most of the 25 land and water events, with a cost of $8 each, so come on out and join the fun. Or visit the Olympiad II website at www.HickoryNutOlympiad.com register and to see all the details of the 4-day festival.

There will be free parking and admission to all venues except for the events held at Chimney Rock Park.  You only pay an event entry fee if you want to “play”.  Online registration fee is $8.00 per event. Last year 800 fun and serious athletes competed with 650 medals won. Planners expect even more spectators and athletes to attend this year’s following 25 land and water events.  

Thursday, 8:00 AM to 12:00 PM –

Lake Lure Golf & Beach Resort


Golf Tournament, Pontoon Boat Challenge
Friday, 6:00 PM to 11:00 PM - 



 Lake Lure Golf & Beach Resort
Opening Ceremonies, Firemen’s BBQ cookout, 10K Run, Ski show, boat parade, medal awards, torch lighting, 
free ice cream social and dance

Saturday Morning, 8:00 AM to 12:00 PM –


 Lake Lure Town Beach


Water sports, canoe races, tennis doubles,


Shepherd’s Care Breakfast, ping pong


Chimney Rock Park:
Speed Climbing


Camp Lurecrest:
Swim Meet

Saturday Afternoon, 12:00 PM to 6:00 PM –

Lake Lure Town Park


Kidsenses Interactive Games, medal awards,


entertainment, junior Olympiad, 50-yd dash,


mountain bike races, baseball throw, 


3x3 B-ball tournament, firemen’s challenge

Saturday Evening, 7:00 PM to 11:00 PM –


Margaritta Grill – Shag Dance
Sunday Morning, 8:00am to 2:00pm –

Lake Lure Golf & Beach Resort


Fairfield Mountains Chapel Community

 Service


Firemen’s Breakfast & cookout


Triathlon, canoe & kayak races, long

 distance swim, mini golf, bocce ball, 

tennis finals, closing ceremony

It is a one-of-a-kind community event with fun for all ages.  More than 85 local businesses and individuals are Olympiad sponsors.  Now, it is your turn to come show your community spirit and leave with great mountain memories.  Be an athlete.  Be a spectator.  But, be at Olympiad II.  

The net proceeds will go to the five gorge area fire departments, Rutherford County Animal Protection Alliance and Shepherd’s Care.  
The Hospice of Rutherford County--Hickory Nut Gorge Office is now open from 9am to 4 pm, Monday through Friday. Please stop by to visit us at Suite 203 in the Arcade Building in downtown Lake Lure. We have information and literature regarding the many Hospice programs and services, and we welcome donation items for the Hospice House and home care patients (Kleenex, snacks, toothpaste, mouthwash, lotion and other such items). We are looking for Hospice Volunteers to serve patients in the area, work in the office and assist with special events. Our next class begins October 9. We also can provide a speaker for group, 
organization or church meetings to further explain our services and current projects. Please call Jo Ann Faulhaber at the office at  828-625-0365.      
The Bill’s Creek Community Center will have a BBQ Supper on September 30th at 4:00 pm. There will be BBQ pork and chicken , baked beans, cole slaw, hush puppies, dessert and drinks. The price is $7.00 for the adult supper, $4.00 for children (ages 4 – 12) and free to children ages 1–3. BBQ sandwiches are $4.00 each.
The proceeds will benefit the development of a walking trail at the community center. This event will give us an opportunity to share information on our revitalization plan. For more information, please contact Barbara Welge at 828-625-5517.  
NOTICE

Weather permitting, Lake Lure Tours is open 7 days a week from 9 am – 5 pm for gas or other needs. For questions or comments about the hours or operations of the Lake Lure Tours, call 828-625-1373.


The deadline for newsletter articles to be received at Town Hall for the October issue is September 20, 2006.






