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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1MAYOR’S COMMENTS
by Jim Proctor
Happy Thanksgiving! 


As I write this article I can look out my office window and see beautiful mountains, the lake and children playing at our playground. We are all very lucky to live in one of the nicest areas in the world  and in the greatest nation in the world. We are a community of friendly people that look after each other. We certainly have much to be thankful for! 

Noise
For several years now I have received complaints about noise. These complaints vary and include various types of loud noise, but the most prevalent is about the noise from vehicles that either have no muffler or a muffler that is not suitable for the vehicle.  The town council will consider a new noise ordinance at our next regular town meeting.  If you are interested in this issue, please come to our November town meeting on November 14th.
Leaf Season Reminder 


To help protect our water quality, please do not put leaves and other organic rubbish in the lake. 
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tc "by Jim Proctor"
TOWN COUNCIL ACTIVITIES

by Town Clerk Mary Flack, MMC, CTC
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1REGULAR MEETING: The regular town council meeting was held on Tuesday, October 10, 2006, 7:00 p.m., in the meeting room of the Lake Lure Municipal Center.

  Under the “consent agenda,” Town Council:
* approved the minutes of September 12, 2006 (regular meeting and closed session), and September 14, 2006 (recessed regular meeting);

* approved a lease agreement between the Town of Lake Lure and the Lake Lure Board of Alcoholic Beverage;

*  approved a request from Ruth and John Shaw to suspend the town’s alcohol ordinance to serve beer and wine during a promotional event for “The Cruise Planners” inside the community hall of the Lake Lure Municipal Center on October 19, 2006, from 5:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m.; 

* approved a request from Eleanor L. Miller on behalf of the Lake Lure Lions Club to waive the community hall rental fee and the sign permit fee for an annual health fair being held inside the community hall of the Lake Lure Municipal Center on October 28, 2006, from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.; granted permission to place a temporary sign on the grassy area in front of the Lake Lure Municipal Center building during this event; and 

* approved budget amendments as submitted by the finance director for the following: water department - road repairs; community development - public facilities and DEHNR grant; golf course - irrigation system; and police department - radios.

Town Council actions:

* held a public hearing and adopted Ordinance No. 06-10-10 amending the Town of Lake Lure zoning regulations, Title IX, Chapter 91, pertaining to standards and requirements for subdivision development as it relates to protection and management of trees and steep slopes; scheduled a public hearing to be held at the next regular town council meeting on November 14, 2006 to consider additional revisions to this ordinance;

* assessed a civil penalty fine in the amount of $100 against Darrell Whitlock for violations of the soil erosion and sedimentation control regulations, but held the fine in abeyance until satisfactory completion of project;

* removed from the agenda a request from the town manager to review and award a bid for the town center walkway project; agreed to place this item on the agenda for the special town council meeting being held on Friday, October 27, 2006, at 9:30 a.m. in the Lake Lure Municipal Center;

* scheduled a public hearing to be held at the special town council meeting on October 27, 2006 , at 9:30 a.m. in the Lake Lure Municipal Center, to consider proposed Ordinance No. 06-10-27 imposing a  moratorium for a period up to 60 days within the Town of Lake Lure relative to subdivisions as defined in Title IX, Chapter 91, Section 91.06 of the Subdivision Regulations pertaining to receiving new applications, sketch plans, and preliminary plats for any subdivision; 
* scheduled a public hearing to be held at the next regular town council meeting on November 14, 2006 to consider proposed Ordinance No. 06-11-14 amending Chapter 84 (Miscellaneous Offenses), replacing Section 84.04 (Unreasonable Noise) of the Town of Lake Lure Code of Ordinances;

* approved a request from Mike Hager, owner of Highlands of Lake Lure, to remove silt from the lake in the Gray Log Cove area contingent upon meeting all permit requirements;

* scheduled a joint workshop meeting with the zoning and planning board to be held on Friday, October 27, 2006, 9:30 a.m., at the Lake Lure Municipal Center, to develop priorities and schedule directives for the zoning and planning board;

* held a discussion regarding secondary use or short-term rental of homes within R-1 zoning district; agreed to continue the discussion on this item at the joint workshop meeting with the zoning and planning board members being held on Friday, October 27, 2006, 9:30 a.m., at the Lake Lure Municipal Center; directed the zoning administrator to suspend enforcement of prohibition of such activities in the R-1 zoning district;

* approved a request from Penn Dameron, Executive Director of the Blue Ridge Heritage Area, for a temporary easement/entry agreement between the Town of Lake Lure and the Blue Ridge National Heritage Area and its contractors to erect an interpretative wayside exhibit on Hickory Nut Gorge to be placed on town property at the Lake Lure visitor center;

* appointed Paul G. LaQue to fill Linda Swift’s position as alternate member on the Board of Adjustment/Lake Structures Appeals Board with a term expiring on December 31, 2006;

* appointed Roberta Proctor to fill Linda Swift’s position on the Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee; and

* approved  a request from the customer service supervisor to require a $100 security deposit for events held at the Town of Lake Lure’s gazebo, meadows, and the municipal hall.

In other activities:
* heard reports from council liaisons on the activities of various boards and committees.

SPECIAL WORKSHOP MEETING: Town council held a workshop meeting with Mark White, White & Smith, LLC Planning and Law Group on Thursday, October 12, 2006, at 9:30 a.m. in the council meeting room of the Lake Lure Municipal Center to discuss issues pertaining to adequate public facilities ordinances, impact fees, and moratorium pertaining to land development.

SPECIAL WORKSHOP MEETING: Town council held a workshop meeting on Friday, October 27, 2006, at 9:30 a.m. in the council meeting room of the Lake Lure Municipal Center 

Town Council actions:

* held a public hearing and adopted Ordinance No. 06-10-27 imposing a moratorium for a period up to 60 days within the Town of Lake Lure relative to subdivisions as defined in Title IX, Chapter 91, Section 91.06 of the subdivision regulations pertaining to receiving new applications, sketch plans, and preliminary plats for any Subdivision;

* held a discussion regarding secondary use and short-term rental of homes within R-1 zoning district;

* rejected the bid submitted by L-J, Inc of Columbia, South Carolina for the Town Center Walkway  (Phase I Greenway) project and authorized a re-advertisement of this project in late December for a January bid opening, with actual construction to be performed in late winter and early spring;

* approved a fabric structure permit submitted by John Cloud;
* developed priorities and scheduled directives for the zoning and planning board; and

* authorized the community development director and town manager to advertise and explore the costs associated with the hiring of a  new planner/subdivision administrator (starting employment as of January, 2007) to assist with the current day to day activities of the community development department and the implementation of the Town of Lake Lure Comprehensive Plan;

REGULAR MEETING OF THE LAKE LURE MARINE COMMISSION: The Lake Lure Marine Commission held their meeting on Tuesday, October 10, 2006, at 1:00 p.m., in the council meeting room of the Lake Lure Municipal Center.

The Marine Commission:
* scheduled a special meeting to be held on Friday, October 27, 2006, 4:00 p.m., at the Lake Lure Municipal Center, to receive a presentation by Ken Wagner and Barbara Wiggins with Wiggins Environmental Services, LLC on the lake use study; (Note this meeting has been changed from October 28th, 9:30 a.m., at Fairfield Fire Station #2 to October 27th, 4:00 p.m., at the Lake Lure Municipal Center building);

* scheduled a public forum meeting on Saturday, October 28, 2006, 2:00 p.m., at Lakeview Restaurant in the ABC room to receive comments on the lake use study; Ken Wagner and Barbara Wiggins with Wiggins Environmental Services, LLC will be conducting this meeting; (Note this meeting has been changed from October 29th, at Fairfield Fire Station #2 to October 28th, at the Lakeview Restaurant in the ABC room);

* discussed lowering the lake level and dredging;

* agreed to start lowering the lake level on December 4, 2006 and return to full pond by March 1, 2007 or shortly thereafter, dependant on rainfall; and

* held a discussion pertaining to lake issues.

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE LAKE LURE MARINE COMMISSION: The Lake Lure Marine Commission held a special meeting on Friday, October 27, 2006, at 4:00 p.m., in the council meeting room of the Lake Lure Municipal Center, to receive a presentation by Ken Wagner and Barbara Wiggins with Wiggins Environmental Services, LLC regarding a lake use study.


COMMUNITY POLICING NEWS

by Chief Eric Hester
Youth Center 


We are pleased to announce that the Lake Lure Youth Center is participating in an after school drama program.  This program is being led by Rutherford County Arts Director Matthew McEnnerney and consists of a two month hands-on experience in music and the arts.  Our young participants will be meeting twice a week, Monday’s and Saturday’s, with Mr. McEnnerney  to practice for a public performance of a musical play. They will have the chance to discover some of their hidden talents and develop them even further while preparing for this musical and drama performance.  The play will be open to the public with the location and time to be announced at a later date. I would like to thank all the parents and grandparents for letting their youth participate in this great program.

Community Policing News


The Lake Lure Police Department will be conducting a check with all the businesses in Lake Lure to make sure we have all the contact information updated.  This information is necessary so we can contact the right person in the event an alarm goes off at a business, doors are left open or unlocked or in the unfortunate event a business gets broken into and needs to be secured. If you have a new business in Lake Lure please have someone designated to furnish this information to the officer that will come around to collect this information. 


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1CUSTOMER SERVICES

by Linda Ward

This month I would like to thank the Lake Lure Post Office and Rutherford County Addressing and Tax Department for all the help they give me throughout each year. 

The people at each of these places have been very helpful to me in many different situations and always seem to do it with a smile in their voice. Thank You, I really do appreciate all the help! 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
SEDIMENT AND EROSION CONTROL NEWS
by Clint Calhoun, Erosion Control Officer

As I write this article we are approaching peak colors for fall.  I have seen a lot of leaf seasons here in the Gorge, but I have to say this year has been one of the more spectacular, thanks to a few well-timed dry spells and appropriate rainfall events.  When I used to give leaf reports, I would always tell folks that there is never a bad leaf year in Hickory Nut Gorge, but this one is certainly one of the best.

This month, I have chosen for my topic “Plan Design and Implementation.”  A wise saying goes like this, “Failure to plan is planning to fail.”  This is so true.  If you have ever had to come in for a Land Disturbance Permit, especially under the new program, you would know that your permit application must be accompanied by an erosion control plan.  Essentially, this plan graphically describes the steps to be taken to prevent erosion and subsequent sedimentation.  Conceptually, most people understand what an erosion control plan is, but few people understand how to put together such a plan, and fewer still know how to properly implement a plan once it is put in place.

As Erosion Control Officer, when people submit plans to me, they will often ask me what they should do.  My answer is, “Whatever it takes.”  It is not my place to design erosion control plans, nor am I in a position to tell people how to implement their plan.  My job is to review the plan, “shoot holes in it,” and make sure that the plan will work as it is drawn.  If the plan does not work, then it becomes the job of the designer to go back and take a look and see why it will not work and come up with a new plan.

When designing an erosion control plan, there are a lot of factors to consider.  These factors include location, topography, proximity to watercourses, proximity to adjoining properties, natural features, soil type, average rainfall for that particular location, and size of the drainage area.  Failure to consider any of these factors can create serious problems when it comes time to implement the plan.  Let me give an example:  let’s say that someone wants to build a single family residence on a two acre lot.  They will also be installing a septic system, a well, and will put in a driveway.  The building site is located on the flat part of a finger ridge.  The ridge drops off on both sides into ravines on the right and left and a large rock outcropping juts out of the ridge where the flatter portion of the ridge begins to become steeper.  The slope of the ridge from the point where the property is accessed by the public road is approximately 20%, decreasing to approximately 3% on the chosen building footprint, increasing to 40% along the ridge down to the adjoining property.  The soils are typical mountain soils, containing a lot of silt and sand and very little clay which means that the soil is very easily eroded.  The lot is entirely forested and all trees on the area to be disturbed will be removed in order to get a view of the lake.  Does this sound familiar?  It should because this is the type of situation that we deal with on a regular basis here in Lake Lure.

Designing a plan to accommodate these features will be a challenge.  Topography suggests that silt fences will not be sufficient to deal with the possible runoff that may result.  The ravines also place limits on how and where excess storm water can be directed and/or stored.  Things to consider here begin with controlling water from the public road.  How do you prevent this water from getting onto your site?  This is usually accomplished using diversions, swales or ditches, if none exist.  The property has to have an access point in order for construction vehicles to enter and exit, therefore a gravel construction entrance must be included on the plan.  The purpose of this is to prevent mud from getting tracked onto public roads.  The construction entrance may also double as the driveway, but it may also be totally independent.  Sheet flow from the disturbed area must be controlled by using diversions, sediment traps, or some combination of measures.  Any culverts or drainage systems should make use of velocity dissipators which could be in the form of check dams, or rip rap aprons or channels.  Lastly, silt fencing should be installed, but must be located in the appropriate places and must be used in conjunction with other measures.  All slopes should be at a grade that can be adequately vegetated.  Lastly, ground cover must be established.  It all sounds really simple on paper, but when it comes time to implement it, that is a whole different animal.

Implementing this plan properly, first of all requires experience.  It requires an ability to understand what has been put on paper and applying it to the conditions on the ground, which isn’t always easy.  Culverts must be sized properly.  You can’t use a 12 inch pipe where a 15 inch pipe should be (nobody should be using anything less than a 15 inch pipe around here anyway).  The proper amount of rock has to be calculated to create the construction entrance and any other structures using gravel or rip rap.  Sediment traps and diversions must be able to handle the amount of water and sediment being diverted to them.  All measures must be installed properly (which is the most common mistake) and must be regularly maintained.  Failure to maintain measures is the most common cause of failure and subsequent sedimentation.  Ground cover must be established.  The best method for preventing erosion and sedimentation is the establishment of ground cover but most of the time people leave off this step until the very end.  Ground cover planting should be a work in progress.  Once an area of construction is completed, it should be immediately seeded.  Implementing an erosion control plan also requires the ability to adapt and to make predictions before problems arise.  The sooner problems with the plan can be addressed, the better off everyone will be.

This is a hard thing to say, but I will say it anyway.  If you don’t have prior experience putting together an erosion control plan before you start a land disturbing activity, you should work with someone who does.  Hire an engineer, an architect, or a land designer to design your project and make sure that your contractors follow through with implementing the project as it was designed.  A good plan might cost you a little more on the front end, but it will save you money on the back end if it prevents you from having to restore sediment damaged areas, make repairs, and pay civil penalties for violating the Town of Lake Lure Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Regulations.  Remember the five P’s:  Poor Planning Promotes Poor Performance.  

If you have a project that you are getting ready to start, but you are not sure where to begin, there are several websites that can provide you with the information that you need to get started.  The Upper Broad River Watershed Protection Program website has many links to some helpful sites so that is where you should start.  Go to www.upperbroadriver.org for details.  If you have an erosion problem or you know someone else who does, please contact me at (828)625-9983 ext. 123 or eco@TownofLakeLure.com.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1


GOLF COURSE NEWS

by Matt Griffin

As the leaves change colors and the winds of autumn usher in cooler temperatures and shorter days, we say goodbye to another wonderful summer that gave us long days and perfect weather for fun with our pals on the links.  However, we don’t have to say goodbye to the good times on the golf course with friends.  We are moving our Friday afternoon scrambles to Sunday at 2:00pm, through the Daylight Savings Time season.  
The conditions on the golf course are improving, and the “Goose Grass Plague” is leaving us, giving way to healthier greens and better conditions for scoring.  We have also had some cart path work done by Marsh and Sons Paving on holes #6 and #9.  As most of you know these were some pretty rough areas and they are now a thing of the past. 

The Town of Lake Lure is now accepting applications for the Golf Course Advisory Committee.  The Golf Course Advisory Committee was established by a 1993 town council resolution that was amended in 1998. This body consists of six members appointed for staggered, two-year terms. The golf course advisory committee is charged with the following: - Developing and recommending to the town council for their adoption, a mission statement and business plan for the operation of the golf course, - Assisting the golf course manager in the preparation of the annual budget, and  - Recommending revisions to policy regulating safe and enjoyable use of the course, means to improve the beauty and play of the course, and planning for future use and possible expansion of the course. The applications are available now at the Town Hall Office.

 
As for myself, I would like to start off by letting everyone know that I am going to be a father again in February, this time it is going to be a boy, and my wife, my daughter, and myself are all excited about his upcoming arrival.  As if that were not enough to make the month of October exciting, I will also make the long trip to Mesquite, Nevada for the ReMax World Long Drive Championship. I will be there from October 22nd through October 29th.  This is my first year in Long Drive competition, and I feel lucky to have a coveted spot in the 128 man field.  I want to thank all of those who have helped me make this trip possible, with a special thanks going to Chris Foltz and Jeff Benson at Margarita Grille.  There will be an hour and a half highlights show of the event that will be televised on December 24th on ESPN, and I hope you get to see me on it, because that means that I have done very well.

Well I think that will just about do it for this month and as always, for rates or if you just have a question, come by and see me, or you can call me at 625-4472.
Quote  of  the  month:  My  motto  on  how to  hit  the  ball  further  -  “Swing hard in case you hit something.” 
  

UPPER BROAD RIVER WATERSHED

PROTECTION PROGRAM

by Jennifer Beck

As we enter into cooler months it is time to seed those unfinished summer projects that have left some bare spots in your yard. By planting vegetation on exposed soil, you are enabling the plant’s roots to stabilize the soil and prevent erosion during the winter months. 

The best seed to use during the cooler months is a rye grain. Winter rye grain is more winter hardy than other annual grasses. Rye grain germinates and grows at lower temperatures on steep slopes with poor nutrients. The application rate of seed, fertilizer and lime are important considerations before seeding. Applying too much seed can increase competition for resources, such as water and nutrients, and suppress the growth of perennial seedlings in the spring. 

Prior to seeding, it is essential to prepare the site with fertilizer and lime to ensure successful germination. Loosen the first few inches of the soil to create grooves or contour depressions where the fertilizer and lime can lodge. Apply 90-100 lbs. of limestone per 1,000 square feet to decrease the soil’s acidity. For the same 1,000 square feet apply 18-23 pounds of 10-10-10 fertilizer to increase nutrient availability. Complete the preparation by raking the seedbed smooth. This process should not be done when the soil is extremely wet or frozen. 

After adding the soil amendments, uniformly distribute rye grain across the seedbed. The application rate is 3 pounds of seed per 1,000 square feet of yard. Finally, spread straw over the seeded area so that 25% of the ground is visible. Straw mulch insulates the soil and retains moisture to help foster germination. 

November is also an ideal time to drop off your lawn and garden soil samples to the North Carolina Cooperative Extension office. The NC Department of Agriculture will analyze soil samples and recommend the proper fertilization and lime rates for your lawn and garden. Too often property owners will over fertilize their lawns. Excessive nutrients can runoff into nearby streams and have detrimental effects on aquatic fauna.  Take advantage of this FREE service! Information of how to collect soil samples can be found at:www.ncagr.com/agronomi/samhome.htm


MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT REMINDERS

Special lake debris pick-ups are available for lakefront residents after significant flooding events, in addition to the regular monthly pick-up.


Lake debris is described as tree limbs, branches and logs that wash up from the lake. It does not include yard materials or tree and bush clippings from your property or household garbage.


Below are a couple of guidelines that must be followed for this type of pick-up.

· We do not rake up beach fronts or yards and their clippings. The lake debris must be piled up on your dock or beach area. 

· You must call 828-625-9983, ext. 0, to have your name and address put on the list for pick up. 

Please understand that due to other priorities this cannot always be accommodated right away.


NEWS AROUND LAKE LURE


Lake Lure Newcomers invite those who are new residents in Lake Lure (24 months or less) to join them in various activities which include: potluck, gourmet, out’n about, theater, bridge/poker, book club, and hiking.  Anyone interested in becoming a member, call Chuck and Char Leneschmidt 828-625-5201.
Lake Lure Lakefront Owners Association (LLLOA).If you are interested in Lake issues and concerns and own  lakefront  property on the shores of beautiful Lake Lure, the LLLOA invites you to become a regular member.  Associate  memberships are also encouraged for those who are interested in our Lake.  Each year members receive a directory of members, informative Muse Letters, and a first class mailed subscription to the Town of Lake Lure monthly newsletter, Lake Lure News & Views.  Members meet at the Town Community Center socially at least annually to meet neighbors and discuss issues.   Annual dues are currently a modest $17.00.  You may pick up an application for membership at the Municipal Center or call Bob Keith, Pres.  at 828-625-2874 for an application or any questions you may have.
The final results for the 2006 Olympiad are great.  Total event registrations reached 600 with last years at 268.  The triathlon attracted 142 with only 77 last year. There were clearly more spectators at this years events with the money for charity reaching $26,000 this year compared to $10,000 last year. The recipients were Fairfield, Bills Creek, Chimney Rock, Bat Cave and Gerton Fire Departments, Hickory Nut Gorge EMS, Shepherds Care, Rutherford County Humane Society and Rutherford County Animal Protection Alliance.        
A tradition since 1988, the Fairfield Chapel Women of the Church will hold their Christmas House Walk and Luncheon on Monday, December 4th. Tickets are $10.00 and may be purchased at any of the four homes that will be shown from 10 am to 12:30 pm that day. 

The four homes featured in this year’s walk will be Greg and Beth Abraham, 205 Wilkerson Court; Ed and Elise Lach, 155 Summer Morning Court; Leon and Rosemary Sipes, 425 Winesap Blvd; and Jim and Margaret Whitmore, 277 Hawks Nest Trail.
Directions to each of the homes will be available at Fairfield Mountains Chapel, 1384 Buffalo Creek Rd, Lake Lure and at each of the homes.

A luncheon will follow at Lakeview Restaurant at 1:00 pm. The cost of the luncheon is $15.00 and reservations must be made by Thursday, November 30th. Proceeds from both the house walk and the luncheon will benefit local charities. Please call Valerie Griswold, 625-1249 or JoAnn Faulhaber, 625-9652 for more information.   
   
The annual fireworks show, boat parade and bonfire that is sponsored by the Hickory Nut Gorge Chamber of Commerce each December has been cancelled for this year. 

Notice - Lake Lure Town Council will appoint and re-appoint members whose terms have expired as of December 31, 2006 at their regular meeting on December 12th for the following boards and committees: Lake Advisory Committee, Board of Adjustment/Structures Appeals Board, Lake Lure Zoning/Planning Board, Golf Course Advisory Committee, Lake Lure ABC Board and Parks/Recreation Board. Applications must be received at the Town Hall by December 4th, 2006. If you are interested in being a part of one of these committee’s or any other board or committee for the Town of Lake Lure please come by the town hall to fill out an application or visit our website at www.townoflakelure.com.
 
NOTICE

Weather permitting, Lake Lure Tours is open Friday, Saturday, Sunday and Monday from 10 am – 5 pm for your gas or other needs. For questions or comments about the hours or operations of the Lake Lure Tours, call 828-625-1373.


Due to the Thanksgiving holiday, the deadline  for  newsletter  articles  to  be    received at  Town  Hall  for the Dec. issue is Nov.16, 2006.






