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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1MAYOR’S COMMENTS
by Jim Proctortc "by Jim Proctor"
On behalf of the Town of Lake Lure, I sincerely hope we all have a fun and peaceful holiday season!

Noise


The town council is in the process of pondering how to best address the problem of occasional unreasonable noise.  In the recent town survey sent to all property owners over 80% of the respondents wanted better regulations in regard to noise.  In the past seven years I have had many complaints about noisy vehicles with no or inadequate mufflers, misuse of compression brakes on trucks, construction equipment running during holidays & weekends and loud amplified music that can be heard miles away.  At the same time we don’t want to stop our citizens from enjoying our beautiful mountain home.  If you have any suggestions, please let us know what you think.


TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT

by H.M. “Chuck” Place III, AICP
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Another Potpourri



Somebody told me that things were dead around here from November until May. That 
somebody apparently hasn’t been here for a while! There is so much happening at town hall that I missed the newsletter last month and almost didn’t make it again for this issue. So, I hope you all will forgive me if I, once again, regurgitate the report I gave to town council last week.


STAG Project: The contract for the wastewater plant improvements (to be funded by a combination of federal STAG funds and a state loan) has been signed and the pre-construction meeting was held a couple of weeks ago. Materials and equipment are being ordered and actual construction is due to commence in February. Completion is scheduled for May or early June.


I&I Study: John Orsillo of McGill Associates tells me that they are still evaluating the results of the sewer line video testing as part of the inflow and infiltration study. McGill is still holding off   on   the   smoke  testing   until   they  have fully 

examined the video. The determination, based on discussions with Utilities Director William Grimes, is to focus the smoke testing on areas where there is evidence of infiltration above the manholes, rather than system wide. William is on track with his manhole restoration project and some of the preliminary video evidence indicates that there is considerable infiltration at or above manholes, meaning that this is a good approach for us to take. Finally, we are still exploring the optimum and most cost effective way to replace the valve at the base of the dam. 


Town Center Walkway: We re-advertised for bids for construction of the Town Center Walkway after the first bidding failed to meet the requirement for three good bids to proceed.  Once again, we only received one bid and that one was for almost four times the approved budget. Council agreed to readvertise one more time in December, hoping that more contractors will be willing to bid after the first of the year. If that is not successful, we will consider a much scaled down project with our on forces.


Dredging: Lake Norman Dredging is scheduled to move their dredge here as I write this. I am not certain how much they will be able to take out of the river due to the limitation of the funds available. Finance Officer Sam Karr tells me that we have about $172,000 in the silt removal fund. Based on Lake Norman’s normal fee of $10/cubic yard, that would pay for 17,200 cu/yds of material to be removed from the river. This would only allow dredging to a depth of just over 5' (Lake Norman estimated that dredging to 6' would remove 20,000 cu/yds). I am still unclear how large an area of the river we are talking about, but will try to have this resolved. We may have to reduce the area of the river to be dredged in order to go deeper.


Hyatt Lawsuit: The mayor, two commissioners, the town attorney and I spent a full day in a mediation hearing trying to resolve to most recent of the lawsuits against the town brought by Pat Hyatt over the fill and boat house she built illegally five years ago. The matter was not resolved and we ended up in an impasse. We’ll be in circuit court in December.


New (Old?) Boat: I want to recognize the generosity of Bill and Jan Bush. They recently donated a small boat to the town, a neat little 14' runabout with a 55 horse outboard. It will make a great utility boat and a backup inspections boat for our community development department. Like a lot of us, the boat is no spring chicken and needs some sprucing up, but it is still running strong. I thank Bill, and so does our zoning administrator (who is not real confident trying to dock our 24' long, 7' wide pontoon boat in it’s 8' wide slip!).

~
Holiday Greetings:

It is the season to celebrate two of the most sacred times in the Judaic and Christian calendars - Hanukkah and Christmas.  From all of us here at Town Hall to all of you, our wish for a wonderful and blessed holiday season!


TOWN COUNCIL ACTIVITIES

by Town Clerk Mary Flack, MMC, CTC
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1REGULAR MEETING: The regular town council meeting was held on Tuesday, November14, 2006, 7:00 p.m., in the meeting room of the Lake Lure Municipal Center.

  Under the “consent agenda,” Town Council:
*  approved the minutes of October 10, 2006 (regular meeting), October 12, 2006 (special meeting) &, October 27, 2006 (special meeting);

* approved a request from Mable Satrape to suspend the town’s alcohol ordinance to serve beer and wine during a party inside the community hall of the Lake Lure municipal center on December 22, 2006, from 7:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m.;

* approved a request from Paula Jordan on behalf of the Hickory Nut Gorge Kiwanis Club to waive the rental fee for use of the community hall in the Lake Lure municipal center to hold an annual children’s Christmas party (formerly sponsored by Martha Jane Powers) on December 9, 2006, from Noon until 5:00 p.m.; and

* adopted Resolution No. 06-11-14 designating the finance officer as acting agent on behalf of the town to execute and file applications for federal and/or state assistance with regards to Hurricane Ivan.

Town Council actions:

* postponed the presentation of the town’s preliminary draft of the comprehensive plan by LandDesign, Inc.;

* held a public hearing and tabled the adoption of Ordinance No. 06-11-14 amending Chapter 84 (Miscellaneous Offenses), replacing Section 84.04 (Unreasonable Noise) of the Town of Lake Lure Code of Ordinances for further review;

* held a public hearing and adopted Ordinance No. 06-11-14A amending the Lake Structures Regulations, Title IX, Chapter 94 of the Code of Ordinances for the Town of Lake Lure relating to standards and requirements for lake structures specifically the definition of measurable shoreline and prohibited uses;

* held a public hearing and adopted Ordinance No. 06-11-14B amending the Town of Lake Lure Zoning Regulations, Title IX, Chapter 91, pertaining to standards and requirements for subdivision development as it relates to protection and management of trees and steep slopes;

* approved a request from the community development director to table the adoption of proposed Ordinance No. 06-11-14C amending the Zoning Regulations, Title IX, Chapter 92 of the Code of Ordinances, relating to clarification of the text with regards to Sections: 92.005 Definitions of Home Occupation; 92.025 Intent; 92.040 Building Site Minimum Dimensional Requirements; 92.063 Requirements Prior to Issuance of a Building Permit; 92.064 Building Permit Required; 92.066Construction Progress; 92.116 Fences, Walls and Hedges; and 92.118 Fabric and Material Structures and directed the zoning and planning board to review this ordinance further;

* removed from the agenda a request to schedule a public hearing to consider the adoption of the comprehensive plan prepared by LandDesign, Inc.;

* scheduled a joint meeting with the Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee on December 15, 2006, at 9:00 a.m. in the Lake Lure Municipal Center to review the draft comprehensive plan prepared by LandDesign, Inc.;

* approved a performance agreement and a performance guarantee between the Town of Lake Lure and Firefly Cove, Inc.;



                                                                 * approved a performance agreement and a performance guarantee between the Town of Lake Lure and J.D. Harrison Investments, LLC;



* adopted Resolution No. 06-11-14A requesting services of the North Carolina Department of Commerce, Division of Community Assistance for the preparation of an extra territorial jurisdiction (ETJ) map, an ETJ ordinance, and related land use regulations amendments;

* approved a service agreement between the Town of Lake Lure and Emergency Communications Network, Inc. for an emergency network system; approved a budget amendment of $5,000 and authorized the town manager to sign this agreement;

* approved a lease agreement between the Town of Lake Lure and George Whittmer of Lake Lure Properties, LLC, regarding the Lake Lure Arcade Building commercial center identification sign on town property and authorized the Mayor Pro tem to sign this agreement;

* authorized the town manager to sign an agreement with Attorney Michael Egan for legal services at a monthly retainer of $600; 

* scheduled a special meeting for the Lake Lure Marine Commission to be held on Tuesday, December 12, 2006 at 4:00 p.m. in the Lake Lure Municipal Center; and

* recessed this meeting until Wednesday, November 15, 2006 at 9:30 a.m. in the law office of Attorney Sandra King located at 17 North Market Street in downtown Asheville to hold a closed session regarding ongoing litigation between the Town of Lake Lure vs. Patricia Hyatt.

In other activities:
* heard reports from council liaisons on the activities of various boards and committees.

Note:
Regular Town Council meetings are held on the second Tuesday of each month, 7:00 p.m., in the council meeting room of the Lake Lure Municipal Center, unless otherwise posted.  Town Council meeting agendas are available at town hall, posted on the town hall bulletin board located outside in front of the Lake Lure Municipal Center, and may be viewed on the town’s website at www.TownofLakeLure.com.  You may subscribe to receive a Town Council meeting agenda in the mail or fax by making a request in writing to the town clerk and paying an annual fee of $10. 



COMMUNITY POLICING NEWS

by Chief Eric Hester
Police Department


The Police Department recently purchased and had installed 5 new in car camera systems.  These new Digital cameras are an asset to the Lake Lure Police Department.  These new cameras will help record and preserve evidence for court during traffic stops and during arrest procedures.  These new cameras also have all the latest advancements that have been made in Digital Technology.  The older cameras that we were using used VHS tapes and a large VHS recorder. These tapes and recorders are being phased out with today’s Digital Technology.

Youth Center
Once again I would like to thank everyone for helping make our Youth Center a successful one.  The Youth Center along with Matthew McEnnerney with the Rutherford County Arts Council will be hosting a Musical Play at the Lake Lure Municipal Hall on December 1st 2006 at 7:00 pm.  The Title of the Musical Play will be “AESOP AND HIS FABULOUS FABLES”.  There will also be a reception following the Play.  Please come out and support our Youth, for they have put in many hours getting ready to bring this play to the Town of Lake Lure.  I would like to thank Sid and Dot Shelton and Matthew Mcennerney for all their help getting this play organized and also all the youth for their participation in this play.  I hope to see you there.
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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1CUSTOMER SERVICES

by Linda Ward

I would like to thank all of my co-workers that work for the Town of Lake Lure for making my job enjoyable. It is a pleasure to come to work every day because of the people that I work with. Not everyone can say that they like their job and mean it. I feel very blessed and fortunate to work for the Town of Lake Lure. 

I hope each and every one of you have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
SEDIMENT AND EROSION CONTROL NEWS
by Clint Calhoun, Erosion Control Officer

Well, we have entered the Holiday season and by the time this is published, everyone should be through with Round One (Thanksgiving), with tummies full of turkey, dressing, potatoes and gravy, beans, corn, biscuits, cranberry sauce, and pumpkin pie (I’m getting hungry again just thinking about it).

For once I don’t have a lot to write about this month.  Call it writer’s block, too much turkey, or just a tired mind from a wild year.  Therefore I will just say I hope everyone has a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  We’ll pick back up with some kind of wonderful topic next month.

If you have an erosion problem or you know someone else who does, please contact me at (828)625-9983 ext. 123 or e-mail me at eco@TownofLakeLure.com. 
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UPPER BROAD RIVER WATERSHED

PROTECTION PROGRAM

by Jennifer Beck

For many full time residents of Lake Lure the winter months are an ideal time to relax and rejuvenate before the busy summer season. Winter is also a great time to begin planning for your outdoor spring projects. The Upper Broad River Watershed Protection Program is offering a series of free, informational workshops on Saturday, January 13th at the Lake Lure Municipal Center that will hopefully give you some food for thought when planning your projects. Workshop topics will highlight landscaping practices that help reduce erosion, treatment methods for Hemlock woolly adelgid, gardening with natives, natural wonders of the Hickory Nut Gorge, and much more! Local experts from the Cooperative Extension offices, National Park Service, Master Gardeners Association, Natural Heritage Program, and area nurseries will provide valuable information in the form of 30-45 minute presentations. Workshops are scheduled so that you can drop in for one or stay for all! 

If you are a resident of the Upper Broad River Watershed and attend a workshop you will also receive a free riparian tree kit. These kits include ten tree seedlings that are ideal for planting in your backyard or along riverside. 

Here are just a few of the workshops that we will be offering: 

· Landscaping and Water Quality

· Riparian Buffer Plantings

· Planting with Native Wildflowers and Groundcover

· Tips on Planning a Perennial Garden

· Hemlock woolly adelgid Management in the Great Smoky Mountains National Park 

· Natural Heritage Areas Inventory of the Hickory Nut Gorge

However, this is not a complete list and we encourage you to check our website (www.upperbroadriver.org/winter_workshop1.htm) for an updated schedule or give us a call at 625.9983 ext 123. 

The Upper Broad River Watershed Protection Program Winter Workshop will be held on January 13th, 2007 at the Lake Lure Municipal Center.

NEWS AROUND LAKE LURE

Lake Lure Newcomers invite those who are new residents in Lake Lure (24 months or less) to join them in various activities which include: potluck, gourmet, out’n about, theater, bridge/poker, book club, and hiking.  Anyone interested in becoming a member, call Chuck and Char Leneschmidt 828-625-5201.
Lake Lure Lakefront Owners Association (LLLOA).If you are interested in Lake issues and concerns and own  lakefront  property on the shores of beautiful Lake Lure, the LLLOA invites you to become a regular member.  Associate  memberships are also encouraged for those who are interested in our Lake.  Each year members receive a directory of members, informative Muse Letters, and a first class mailed subscription  to the Town of Lake Lure monthly newsletter, Lake Lure News & Views.  Members  meet at the Town Community Center  socially  at least annually to meet neighbors and discuss issues.   Annual dues are currently a modest $17.00.  You  may pick up an application  for  membership at the Municipal Center or call Bob Keith, Pres.  at 828-625-2874 for an application or any questions you may have.

Annual Hickory Nut Gorge Kiwanis Children’s Christmas Party will be held on December 9th from 2:00 to 4:00 pm in the back meeting room of the town hall. Admission is free and Santa will be there to meet the kids. 

There will be refreshments, games to play and gifts for all!!!  Adult volunteers are welcome (call Linda Hayes at 828-625-1171).

 

 
Please note:  The Annual Christmas Boat Parade and Fireworks Show has been cancelled this year. 
For the convenience of the public, the VFW Post 10473 has placed a receptacle for old and worn out American flags in the covered walkway at the town hall near the entrance to the police department’s door.
Public Notice - Lake Lure Town Council will appoint and re-appoint members whose terms have expired as of December 31, 2006 at their regular meeting on December 12th for the following boards and committees: Lake Advisory Committee, Board of Adjustment/Structures Appeals Board, Lake Lure Zoning/Planning Board, Golf Course Advisory Committee, Lake Lure ABC Board and Parks/Recreation Board. Applications must be received at the Town Hall by December 4th, 2006. If you are interested in being a part of one of these committee’s or any other board or committee for the Town of Lake Lure please come by the town hall to fill out an application or visit our website at www.townoflakelure.com.
NOTICE

Weather permitting, Lake Lure Tours is open 7 days a week from 9 am – 5 pm for gas or your other needs. For questions or comments about the hours or operations of the Lake Lure Tours, call 828-625-1373.


Due to the Christmas holiday the deadline for newsletter articles to be received at Town Hall for the January issue is December 18, 2006.






