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TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT

by Steven Wheeler

The learning curve continues to be steep as I get abreast of various projects, though I have made much headway over the past several weeks.  

The Town Center Walkway has been completed, other than a few minor punch list items by the contractor.  As part of the project, Duke Power has begun installing new light poles around the Lake and around Town Hall. These really add to the beauty of the project.

The sewer system continues to be the number one issue on most everyone’s priority list. We have submitted a grant application to the Clean Water Management Trust Fund for a study on the Long-Term solutions to the Town’s sewer system. This study is critical to identifying viable solutions to our sewer infrastructure problems, and will also identify funding mechanisms for construction.  In the meantime, we are finalizing improvements to our sewer plant that will hopefully improve the efficiency of the system, and our Utilities Director William Grimes is making every effort to identify any sewer leaks in the collection lines.

We hope that as the weather warms up, everyone will stop at our Lake Lure Golf Course and play a round of golf.  Our new Golf Course Superintendent  Matt Griffin  has done a nice job of 

working on the fairways and greens, and our golf course membership has increased 68% over last year! 

Finally, the Police Department has added, perhaps the tallest officer in the history of Lake Lure. His name is DJ Barrier, and he is 6’ 9”.  

As always, feel free to call me or e-mail me at (townmgr@townoflakelure.com) if you should have any questions or comments. 

The town will be holding two important workshops in March. One will be a wastewater workshop on March 24 at 1:00 pm and the other a Capital Improvement Plan workshop on March 14 at 9:00 am.



TOWN COUNCIL ACTIVITIES

by Town Clerk Mary Flack, MMC, CTC
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1REGULAR MEETING:  The regular town council meeting was held on Tuesday, February 12, 2008, 7:00 p.m., in the meeting room of the Lake Lure Municipal Center.

  Under the “consent agenda,” Town Council approved:
* minutes of the January 8, 2008 (regular meeting) and January 15, 2008 recessed regular meeting & closed session);

* a budget amendment regarding merit increases for town employees as submitted by the finance officer;

* ratify a request from Lynn Place to suspend the town’s alcohol ordinance in order to serve beer during a retirement party held inside the Lake Lure Municipal Center on February 1, 2008, from 5:30 p.m. until 8:00 p.m.; 

* a request from Pat Buede on behalf of the Hickory Nut Gorge Chamber of Commerce to waive the rental fee for use of the community hall in the Lake Lure Municipal Center on April 14, 2008 from 4:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. for an “after hours chamber event”; suspended the town’s alcohol ordinance in order to serve beer and wine during this event;

* a fabric structure permit as submitted by Rick Struck for Rumbling Bald Mountain Resort;

* a request from Paula Jordan on behalf of the Shepherd’s Care fund-raising committee as submitted regarding “Memorial Days Festival” to be held on May 24-26, 2008 and the “Autumn Festival” to be held on October 18-19, 2008;

* amended the 2008 Town Council meeting schedule changing the November 11, 2008 (2nd Tuesday) meeting to November 18, 2008 (3rd Tuesday) at 7:00 P.M. in the meeting room of the Lake  Lure Municipal Center; town hall will be closed on November 11, 2008 in observance of Veteran’s Day; and

* a request from James Dunn on behalf of the Hickory Nut Gorge Foundation to waive the rental fees for use of the community hall in the Lake Lure Municipal Hall on February 29, 2008 from 8:30 a.m. until 12:00 noon.

Town Council also:

* received a status report from Amos Gilliam, Planner/Subdivision Administrator on the study of single family dwellings used as vacation rentals; town council granted permission to town staff and the SFD/VR (single family dwellings used as vacation rentals) stake holder committee to: (1) continue their study of single family dwellings used as vacation rentals beyond the previous deadline  of February, 2008 for completion, and (2) deviate from the original “scope of work” previously presented to town council as deemed necessary;

* adopted Resolution No. 08-02-12 declaring the town’s dredge surplus property to the town for sale and authorized the advertisement for upset bids;

* heard recommendations from the Lake Advisory Board; town council scheduled a public hearing to held on Tuesday, March 11, 2008, at 7:00 p.m. or thereafter in the council meeting room of the Lake Lure Municipal Center to consider amendments to the Lake Structures Regulations pertaining to sections:  94.05 [R] design and construction standards relating to town-owned lake structure exemption,  94.06 [D] alteration and reconstruction of structures relating to town-owned lake structure exemption, 94.13 [B] cluster mooring facilities relating to canopies and  94.14 [B] marinas relating to canopies;

* directed the Lake Advisory Board to study further and revise the recommended amendment  from the LAB regarding the Lake Structures Regulations, Section 94.05 [B] design and construction standards relating to roof overhangs; the Lake Advisory Board will bring this amendment back to town council to be reconsidered after being revised; and

* held a closed session in accordance with G. S. 143-318.11 (a) (4). ADVANCE \d 4
In other activities:
* heard reports from council liaisons on the activities of various boards and committees.


COMMUNITY POLICING NEWS

by Chief Eric Hester
Police Department


Congratulations are in order to Officer Derek Papesh who recently filled a vacant Corporal position with the Police Department. Corporal Papesh has been with the Lake Lure Police Department since December 2007. Corporal Papesh has over 8 years of Law Enforcement experience and has continued to excel in his job performance while working at the Lake Lure Police Department. Officer Papesh has moved to the area and has been excited about making Lake Lure his new home. When you see Corporal Papesh take time to congratulate him on his new promotion and welcome him to Lake Lure.


Also in Policing news, Dean Givens was hired in December 2007 to the new position of Lake Operations Administrator; this in turn left a vacant patrol position. Dennis Barrier was hired to fill the vacant position. Officer Barrier previously worked  3 years with the McDowell County Sheriffs Department before being employed by the Lake Lure Police Department.

 The Lake Lure Police Department also hired a reserve officer this month. Officer Scott Haynes was hired as a full time reserve officer and he is currently participating in the Police Department’s 8 week Field Training Program. During this Field Training Program the reserve officer will work with 3 different Field Training Officers in 4 different phases of field training. The Lake Lure Police Department utilizes reserve positions to help fill in where additional officers are needed from time to time. We are currently taking applications and conducting interviews for these positions.

Youth Center

As most of you are aware, Dot and Sid Shelton resigned from the Youth Center in January of this year due to health reasons, and have moved to another state. Dot and Sid will be greatly missed. 

 I am pleased to announce the reopening of the Youth Center. After several interviews, two people were selected and hired to continue operating the Youth Center. It opened back up on February 18th , 2008 and is being operated by Director Marlana Cooley and Assistant Director Miriah Truluck. My hats are off to these ladies for the many hours they spent cleaning and disposing of broken items, getting the youth center back in operation. I am grateful that they are willing to take on the responsibility of taking care of our children in the community with our after school program. 

It has been a real blessing for me to see our community’s continued support for our children in the Hickory Nut Gorge area. A special thanks once again for your continued support.

We are very grateful to all that applied for these positions. We are currently taking applications for anyone interested in helping fill in positions at the Youth Center when needed.
ALARM CALLS RECEIVED
12
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4
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0
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VANDALISM REPORTS
0
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COMMUNITY FIRE NEWS

by Ron Morgan 

Burning Ban:

The Governor recently implemented a burning ban for all of North Carolina for the foreseeable future; this is primarily due to the severe drought conditions especially in Western North Carolina.  This means no outdoor burning until the ban is lifted.  Cooking grills such as gas or charcoal that are fully enclosed are permissible but due to dry conditions still require caution.  Charcoal ashes or ashes from a wood heater should be disposed of on bare dirt and wet thoroughly stirred and wet again until they are completely cold and wet.  We have fires every year because ashes were not properly extinguished.  Any other outdoor fires are prohibited. This includes outdoor fireplaces, chimneys, burn barrels and any thing else you can imagine.  The conditions are right for wildfires and the burning ban should help prevent these fires and conserve water wasted on careless fires.

Woods Fires/ Wildland Fires:

March normally begins our fire season for brush/ woods fires but we have already been busy with these due to the dry weather and the severe drought.  State wide over 10,000 acres have already burnt since January 1st . This is about half the normal for an entire year.  We have experienced several already in Rutherford County.  Recently we had a small brush fire in Lake Lure Village Resort which due to the dry conditions damaged two homes and endangered a total of four homes before the fire department arrived.  The same day there was a brush fire in the northeast portion of Rutherford County (terrain close to ours) that burnt one home and 493 acres. The fire departments were able to save 15 homes that were in danger. Structures are threatened on almost every brush fire we go to and unless things change we will not be able to save all the homes.  Last year we lost one home to a brush fire in Chimney Rock.


We need your help immediately!  Look around your neighborhood and I guarantee you will see leaves and dead brush up against almost all the homes, probably including yours.  This is a major problem for us and for you.  These fuels (brush and leaves) will burn hot and extremely fast on a dry windy day and may cause serious damage or worse to your home.  To stop these fires we must commit fire trucks and personnel to protect each home and sometimes that is still not enough.  Look at how many homes are in your neighborhood and you’ll quickly see that there is not enough fire trucks and firefighters to save every home during a serious wildfire.  


You can make a tremendous difference by blowing the leaves away and picking up and removing dead logs and brush from around your home at least 30 feet.  Eliminate or remove brush piles from around or below your home.  This will give firefighters a defensible space around your home and greatly increase the chances of your home surviving a wildfire.  This was the case with many of the homes in the fire on the other end of the county.  Many of the new homes still had bare dirt around them without leaves or debris and that helped the firefighters save many of these homes. 


Last this may not just save your home but may save you or a firefighter.  In the fire a couple weeks ago homeowners and firefighters became cut off by the fire and could not immediately escape, fortunately everyone survived and no one was seriously hurt but it should make you think about your community.  This could happen here in Lake Lure any day, are you prepared?  


Thanks for your help in advance and for more information check out firewise.org or call our office at 625-9333.
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SEDIMENT AND EROSION CONTROL NEWS
by Clint Calhoun, Erosion Control Officer

As Environmental Management Officer, I wear three main hats: (1) Erosion Control Officer, (2) Tree Protection Officer, and (3) Floodplain Administrator.  Some of you might be thinking, “Floodplain Administrator? Do we have one of those?”  Indeed we do.  Our floodplain development program dates back to 1997 and was passed as a direct result of the Flood of ’96.  In the aftermath of that event, the Hickory Nut Gorge area was designated as a federal disaster area, allowing FEMA to come in and provide federal financial assistance to individuals and businesses that suffered damage as a result of the flood.  At that time, FEMA instructed the Town to adopt a Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance which provides the avenue for receiving financial assistance in the aftermath of catastrophic events such as another flood.  When the Town adopted its ordinance, the only floodplain map data available for our area were maps that had been created by the US Army Corps of Engineers.  The data was not very thorough and only covered the Broad River and a couple of large tributaries in the initial study area.  Since that time a new study has been conducted for all of Rutherford County.  The old maps had very little impact on regulatory development in the floodplain and as a result our current floodplain development program has not, to this point been very effective.

As part of the mapping process, a Flood Insurance Study (FIS) was conducted analyzing several streams in order to get solid flood data showing floodways and non-encroachment areas as well as the location of the 100-year floodplain.  As a result of the new Flood Insurance Study, conducted by the North Carolina Floodplain Mapping Program, new Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs) have been produced.  These maps are currently in the preliminary phase and will be finalized on July 2 of this year.  As part of the map development process the NC Floodplain Mapping Program was required to hold public hearings to explain the process and provide access to the new maps for review by the public and local governments affected by the new data.  These public hearings were held at the Rutherford County Annex Building in Rutherfordton.  Once the maps were reviewed, a period was given for appeal and map revision requests.  During that time, the Town appealed two things: (1) the Base Flood Elevation (BFE) for the lake, which was established at 999 feet; and (2) the corporate limits of the Town which were also incorrect.  Through the appeals process we attempted to have the BFE lowered, however we were only successful in getting it lowered to 998 feet.  The town limits were re-drawn so that they are now correct.

At a meeting held last month for Floodplain Administrators, instructions were given for updating each community’s floodplain development ordinance to comply with the state’s new model ordinance and the process for adopting the new maps.  Currently the Town’s ordinance is being re-written to accommodate the latest changes mandated by the state and will be going before the Zoning and Planning Board on March 18th for their review.  Once they make their recommendations, the ordinance will go before Town Council for review.  The new FIRMs must also be adopted by Town Council and will require a notification of property owners affected by the new maps.  Both the ordinance and map adoption process will require a public hearing, so folks will have an opportunity to speak regarding changes to the regulations and the maps.  Copies of the preliminary FIRMS can be reviewed at Town Hall or online at the North Carolina Floodplain Mapping Program’s website:      

http://www.ncfloodmaps.com/pubdocs/NCFPMPHndOut.htm , under the digital maps section.  The new maps must be adopted by July 2 of this year or the Town’s membership in the National Flood Insurance Program will be suspended until the maps are adopted.

The impacts of the new maps and ordinance changes will have an impact on anyone living within a Special Flood Hazard area.  Any new structure within a Special Flood Hazard Area (this includes boathouses, docks, piers, seawalls, etc.) whether it be residential, non-residential, accessory, etc. will be required to have a Floodplain Development Permit and may require submission of elevation certificates or flood-proofing certificates in order to get Certificates of Zoning Compliance and final inspections from Rutherford County Building Inspections.  Structures that were built before the FIS are considered as grandfathered and are not required to meet the new standards unless substantial improvement is made to the structure.  While this will create some inconveniences for property owners, the justification is that if we fail to adopt the new regulations and the new maps, the Town would lose its membership in the National Flood Insurance Program, making it impossible to get flood insurance, and in the event of a disaster the Town would not be eligible for federal financial assistance.  These are far-reaching implications and therefore it is important that everyone understand the regulations and take the time to see whether or not you will be impacted under the new maps.  As an additional piece of information, even though the maps have not been officially adopted by the Town and are still in the preliminary phase, the Town is obligated by NFIP and FEMA to use the FIS and pre-FIRMs as our current flood maps in applying the regulations that we currently have on the books.  If you are thinking of building something, you need to consult with us and make sure that you are not building in the floodplain and subject to those regulations.

I encourage everyone to stay informed about this issue and to be aware of the upcoming meetings.  If you would like to come in and see the maps or if you have any questions please call me at (828)625-9983 ext. 123 and I will be more than happy to look over them with you and answer any questions that you have.  You may also view the maps online at the web address shown above and you can also view the state model ordinance which has the language that the Town will be looking to adopt.
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LAKE OPERATIONS 
by Dean Givens

I have been the Lake Operations Administrator for a couple of months now, and have been busy taking care of lingering projects. One of these projects is the new fuel pump at the town marina which is now installed and operational. I would like to thank Bo Williams for his help with that project. 

The dredging process is well under way with dredging taking place in the Marina Bay, the Broad River Channel and Laurel Landing.


As part of our dredging permit that we received from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and N.C. Division of Water Quality, property owners are allowed to install riprap. This will be an option for lakefront property owners to stabilize their shoreline. We have been working with a local contractor that is willing to give a discounted price depending on the number of lakefront property owners that are interested in participating in the project. We are hoping to have some additional information on the project in the near future. If you are interested in participating in this or for more information, please contact Dean or Steve Wheeler. 

The North Carolina Wildlife Commission will be hosting three boater safety classes this year here in Lake Lure. The classes are free and scheduled for May 19 & 20, July 23 & 24, and Aug 18 & 19 and will be held at the town hall at 6:00 pm. You can register on line at ncwildlife.org, e-mail loa@townoflakelure.com or call 828-625-9983, ext. 128.  
The Coast Guard Auxiliary will be offering free boat inspections on May 17, June 21 and July 19 at the Marina Bay and at Fairfield Marina. This will let you know what your boat is required to have at all times in regards to safety. This will be a good time to get familiar with the state and local regulations pertaining to the lake. For more information call Jim Boxerman at 828-779-2670 or Dean Givens at the town hall.

The 2008 Lake Lure boat permits are ready for purchase at town hall. For motorized boats, be sure to bring your state registration and proof of $300,000 watercraft liability insurance. The permits have been redesigned this year for easer recognition by law enforcement and you will receive a permit for both the starboard and port side of the vessel. 

I would like to thank everybody that supported me in getting my new position as Lake Operations Administrator. I am excited with this new job and ready to take on the challenges that it has to offer. 


If you have any questions, concerns or suggestions about matters pertaining to lake issues or would just like to get to know me, please feel free to call me at 828-625-9983, ext. 128 or e-mail me at loa@townoflakelure.com.

                   
LAKE ADVISORY BOARD NEWS

by Gary Hasenfaus

 Many of you have read the "Lake Lure Fishery Assessment" that was presented to the public on June 15, 2007 by Blue Ridge Ecological. Blue Ridge studied our fishery over a period of two months and concluded that "During the warmest months (July-September) only a very narrow section of the water column that is suitable for trout habitation may be present". Blue Ridge reported that during the summer months when dissolved oxygen is reduced, the trout were either dying or traveling up-stream seeking cooler water. Further evidence of a decline in our trout population was revealed when Blue Ridge collected 554 fish via electro-shocking and gill netting, only to collect two Rainbow Trout eight inches in size.

In December of 2006 the normal trout stocking was suspended and the stocking resources were directed to the lake fishery study. Regarding the Blue Ridge assessment, the town is currently focusing on the recommendations of the study which includes additional habitat such as brush shelters. Earlier this month twenty-three Christmas tree reefs composed of one to three trees were deposited in designated locations around the lake. Other recommendations such as carp removal, establishment of aquatic vegetation, installation of spawning benches and stocking of forage fish will be addressed this year. Lake Lure is a "good fishery" that can become a "great fishery". The goal is to improve the "fishing experience" for everyone who enjoys the sport!
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GOLF COURSE NEWS

by Matt Griffin

Spring is officially here March 20th, 2008, and March is looking to be a busy month, starting with:
Daylight Savings Time on March 9th, Palm Sunday is March 16th, St. Patrick’s Day is March 17th, and Easter Sunday is March 23rd. Do you have your Golf Membership in order?

The first meeting of the Golf Course Advisory Committee for 2008 was held Thursday, January 27th. The newly elected officers for 2008 are: Chairman Elect Melvin Owensby and Secretary Carl Nelson. The next scheduled meeting is March 27th, 2008.
Membership at the Golf Course is still rising!  We have added 53 new memberships since January 1st, 2008.  We would like to send a special “Thank-You” to our regular members for renewing your memberships. We now have a total of 145 members at the municipal golf course.
 “Captain’s Choice” tournaments are still held on Sunday afternoons at 2:00pm (during the winter and weather permitting) but will soon be changing back to Friday evenings. “Everyone is  invited to come and join in the fun.”

“The Men’s Club” would also like to invite you to come out and play every Saturday and Sunday mornings starting at 9:00 am (weather permitting). Call the Pro Shop at 828-625-4472 for more information.

“Golf is the best game in the world to be bad at.”


UPPER BROAD RIVER WATERSHED

PROTECTION PROGRAM

by Jennifer Beck

Join the Upper Broad River Watershed Protection Program for a free educational workshop on Saturday, March 15th at the Lake Lure Municipal Center.  This workshop will provide information to landowners on ways they can protect the natural resources of their property. There will be an opportunity to ask questions after each presentation and the topics are scheduled so that you can drop in for one or stay for all!
*9:00-9:30 Conservation Tools for Landowners-Jennifer Beck, Coordinator
*9:30-10:15 Planning a Drought Tolerant Landscape-Mary Reeves, Master Gardener
*10:15-11:00 Hemlock Woolly Adelgid in NC-Brian Heath, NC    Forest Service
*11:00-11:45 Land Use Impacts and Stormwater Management-Carter Cone, NCSU Water Quality Group
*11:45-12:30 Make Way for Natives-Debbie Green, Master Gardener
If you have questions regarding this event please contact Jennifer at 625-9983 ext 123 or watershed@carolinamountain.org . We look forward to seeing you there!

NEWS AROUND LAKE LURE
The Friends of the Mountains Branch Library present a celebration of Irish history, music and beauty.
This event will be held on Sunday, March 9 at 2:00 pm in the Library Community Room. The library is located at 150 Bill’s Creek Road. There is no charge and the public is welcome. 

The speaker will be Dr. Dennis Sommers, author and professor of Irish history. He will share his knowledge and love of historic Irish monasteries and the beautiful countryside through a slide presentation and readings from some of his favorite Irish literature.

Ms. Jan Daugherty will delight us with wonderful music and we will enjoy a sample of some delicious Irish treats.

Lake Lure residents Larry Keyes and Larry Lund were diagnosed with pancreatic cancer late last summer. Larry Keyes died three months from the date of diagnosis and Larry Lund is still battling the disease.

Pancreatic cancer is the 4th leading cause of cancer death in the United States yet only 1% of the National Cancer Institute's budget of $4.8 billion dollars is spent on pancreatic cancer research.

There is not a test for pancreatic cancer and only a slight chance that it could be detected early on a CAT scan. It spreads rapidly and is seldom detected in early stages, which is a major reason why it is a leading cause of cancer death.

Peggy Keyes is working with a local knitting group to knit scarves to sell as a fundraiser. These scarves will sell for $25 each with all proceeds going to the Pancreatic Cancer Society.

Peggy will also be traveling to Washington, D.C. in March for national Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Day.

For more information on this call Peggy Keyes at 828-289-4429. 

Hickory Nut Gorge Chamber of Commerce News by Martyn Watts

I would like to take this opportunity to explain to area residents about the recent articles in the local media regarding the new contract between the Hickory Nut Gorge Chamber of Commerce and Rutherfordton Tourist & Development Association (TDA).

There are two popular misconceptions. The first is that the funding for this contract comes from the property taxes. This is not the case. Funding comes from the room taxes levied by all the lodging properties in Rutherford County and mandated to be spent to promote tourism in Rutherford County.

The second misconception is that the Chamber of Commerce no longer operates the Visitor Center. The contract between the TDA and the chamber is a management type contract whereby the chamber still manages the day to day running of the visitor center, employs staff, recruits volunteers and retains a lease contract with the Town of Lake Lure for the use of the building. The only thing that has changed is that the TDA is now providing far more funding to help the chamber with the considerable cost of operating the visitor center.

This new contract provides exciting new possibilities for both parties. The TDA can now expand its presence in the Gorge giving them far more direct contact with the general public in the western area of the county and marketing possibilities that will benefit us all. At the same time it helps promote the eastern end of the county. The eventual aim is to expand the size of our visitor’s center operations into the proposed new building. This will allow us to create a “brand new” visitor’s center with improved facilities that can better cope with the 35,000 + visitors that pass through the center each year.


The visitor center is the first point of contact for visitors to our area and also functions as a business information center for guests and residence alike. The Town of Lake lure does not provide either an information center or public restrooms at town hall. The chamber sponsored visitors center  provides these functions. Additionally, the chamber pays for the center operating costs and provides all staffing. 
Tourism is the engine that drives and sustains the economy in Lake Lure and the Hickory Nut Gorge area. As a pro business establishment the Chamber of Commerce is here to encourage and help these businesses prosper, this in turn generates the tax base for the community and returns revenue to the tax payers and specifically the Town of Lake Lure.

The new contract will give the chamber more funds and allow us to sponsor events, help promote the visibility of our area and increase support through a range of business programs being compiled by our new marketing committee.

Last, but by no means least, I would like to thank our generous group of dedicated volunteers. Without their help it would be very difficult to operate the visitors center. Volunteers provide 2500 hours of free service each year to help staff the vistors center which helps the Town of Lake Lure, the Hickory Nut Gorge, and all of its businesses prosper.    

Lake Lure Newcomers invite those who are new residents in Lake Lure (24 months or less) to join them in various activities which include: potluck, gourmet, out’n about, theater, bridge/poker, book club, and hiking.  Anyone interested in becoming a member should visit the website www.lakelurenewcomers.com or call Joan or Russ Meade at 828-625-4744.
For the convenience of the public, the VFW Post 10473 has placed a receptacle for old and worn out American flags in the covered walkway at the town hall near the entrance to the police department’s door. If you would like a replacement flag, for a small fee, or are eligible and wish to join the VFW contact VFW Vice Commander Charles Hicks at 828-625-9278.
Lake Lure Lakefront Owners Association (LLLOA).  What is going on with lake dredging? What is the latest on watershed stabilization initiatives?  If you are a Lake Lure lakefront owner and want to receive information about these and other lake updates, then the LLLOA invites you to become a member. Associate memberships are also encouraged for those who are interested in our lake.  Each year members receive a membership directory, informative Muse Letters, and a first class mailed subscription to the Town of Lake Lure monthly newsletter, Lake Lure News & Views.  Members meet at the Town Community Center socially at least annually to meet neighbors and discuss issues.   Annual dues are currently $25.00.  You may pick up an application for membership at the Municipal Center or via the website at www.townoflakelure.com under Lake Management or call Harvey Harris, Pres.  at 828-625-8872 for an application or any questions.

Coast Guard Auxiliary…..Boat inspections for this summer will be scheduled on the following days at the town boat ramp and at the members boat docks at Rumbling Bald Resort:  May 17th (start of national safe boating week) June 21st and July 19th. Times are from 10AM until 3PM. This will not exempt your boat from being stopped and inspected by police, NC Wildlife or Lake Operations but will help you get familiar with the state and local regulations pertaining to the lake

The Auxiliary is also tentatively scheduling June 7th and 8th for a boating safety class. Advance registration is required. Class will only be held if there is a minimum number of registrations. There is a nominal fee of $40 to cover materials and books. If you are interested in registering for this class call either Jim Boxerman @ 828-779-2670 or Clyde Ingersoll @ 828-606-8510. 

The 1927 Lake Lure Inn & Spa and Lake Lure Shag Club invite you to come celebrate North Carolina’s Scot/Irish heritage. Please join us “behind the green door” at Roosevelt Hall on March 15, from 6:00 pm – 12:00 midnight. Our special guests will be the Asheville Arts Center’s Irish Step Dancers with free Irish Step Dance lessons from 6:30 – 8:00 pm. and shag dancing until midnight. For cost information, etc. call 828-625-1699 or 828-625-2525. 

The deadline for newsletter articles to be received at Town Hall for the April issue is March 20, 2008.






