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VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTER SHORTAGE-
[image: image1.emf]


WE NEED YOU! 
Without a significant increase in volunteers very soon, we face the likelihood of a substantial drop in our ISO rating which would increase both commercial and residential insurance premiums town wide. VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED DESPERATELY. Volunteer firefighters receive 1 free boat permit annually for volunteering. Please contact Ron Morgan at firechief@townoflakelure.com or (828) 625-9333 for more information on becoming a volunteer firefighter. 

MAYOR’S COMMENTS
by Jim Proctor

Happy July 4th! Let’s take the time to remember our dedicated armed forces who are fighting to keep our Country’s independence.

This year fireworks at the Rumbling Bald Resort will be held on Friday, July 4th, and the Chamber’s will be held on Saturday, July 5th at the town’s Memorial Park.

The Annual Ride for Kids will be coming to Lake Lure on August 24 this year. . The Pediatric Brain 
Tumor Foundation of the U.S. funds medical research grants and clinical fellowships to help find the cause and cure of childhood brain tumors. Last year more than 450 motorcycle riders (over 600 people) raised more than $102,000.
If you would like to donate this year, please mail a check payable to “PBTFUS” and mail to  PO Box  384,  Lake Lure, NC 28746 or you may 

leave donations at the Lake Lure Town Hall. The Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation’s website is: http://ride4kids.org/.


TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT

by Steven Wheeler
July is here, which can only mean one thing: the Town Budget has been approved. The budget for Fiscal Year 2008-09 was approved at our June Council  Meeting. The  budget  holds  the tax rate at 

.21 cents for the 08-09 fiscal year.  Here are a few highlights:

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1REVENUES
Ad Valorem and Vehicle Taxes
2,119,950
State Shared Revenues
944,025
Miscellaneous Revenues
83,460
Land Use Fees
34,165
Golf Course
182,500

Lake
286,700
Beach
48,000
Marina
35,130

Admin. charge from Wtr/Swr Fund
25,000
Admin. charge from Electric Fund
25,000
Appropriated Fund Balance0
TOTAL GENERAL FUND
$3,783,930

EXPENDITURES 
Governing Body
46,501
Administration
623,112

Police
715,990

Fire Department
640,948
E.M.S
500
Public Works
492,323

Sanitation
165,800
Golf Course
305,326
Lake
233,904
Beach
2,500
Community Center
35,583

Community Development
352,819
Marina
5,820
Insurance/Bonds
122,500
Debt Service
0
Contingency Reserve
40,304
TOTAL GENERAL FUND
$3,783,930

Revenues and expenditures in the Water/Sewer Fund are as follows:

REVENUES
Water and Sewer
676,710

TOTAL WATER/SEWER FUND
$676,710

EXPENDITURES     

Sewer
356,578

Water
320,132

Transfer to Equity
0

TOTAL WATER/SEWER FUND
$676,710
Revenues and expenditures in the Hydro-Electric Fund are as follows:

REVENUES
Electric Receipts
242,290
TOTAL ELECTRIC FUND
$242,290

EXPENDITURES
Operations
242,290
TOTAL ELECTRIC FUND
$242,290
REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES FOR ALL FUNDS

General Fund
$3,783,930

Water/sewer Fund
676,710

Hydro-electric
242,290

TOTAL ALL FUNDS                    $4,702,930
The budget also includes:

*    SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1A rate increase for the water system to meet up with growing expenses to operate the water system. This rate increase, which takes effect as of July 1, 2008, would be the first since 1999. The new rates are as follows:

Base rate - residential increases from $28.00 to $42.00 

Base rate - commercial increases from $36.00 to $50.00

The per 1000 rate for 0-5000 gallons increases from $3.00 to $3.50

The per 1000 rate for Over 5,000-20,000 increases from $3.50 to $4.00

The per 1000 rate for Over 20,000 increases from $4.00 to $4.50

*    SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Three new full-time firefighters are included in this budget to ensure that all fire departments meet the requirements of the Insurance Services Office (ISO), and the Town does not experience any negative repercussions to our fire rating due to a potential shortage of firefighters. 
*   A reduction of full-time staff by two (one in the finance department and one in the community development department).

In other Town news, the Town continues to move very quickly on a new design to the sewer system so that we can move forward on construction to meet the requirements of the SOC once the original equipment is removed.  Our engineer for the project has completed the design and we are procuring bids from potential contractors. We are very much committed to fast-tracking the project to have the plant fully operational as quickly as possible.

Finally, the Town of Lake Lure still needs volunteer firefighters. The Town of Lake Lure is comprised of 4 Fire Stations, operated by 3 Fire Departments. The Fire Departments are Bills Creek, Chimney Rock, and Fairfield. VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED. Volunteer firefighters receive 1 free boat permit annually for volunteering. Please contact Ron Morgan at firechief@townoflakelure.com or (828) 625-9333 for more information on becoming a volunteer firefighter.

COMMUNITY WATCH

The Town has recently experienced a rash of vandalism along the town walkway, particularly along the beach area. We have had the walkway lights damaged or stolen on several occasions. Please help us keep an eye on this area and catch the culprits!

COMMUNICATION
Just a reminder that anyone can subscribe to the newsletter by mail for a $10 fee.  Send a check to PO Box 255, Lake Lure, NC 28746 made payable to the Town of Lake Lure. The newsletter is also available free of charge online at our website at www.townoflakelure.com by clicking the Newsletter Archives link on the left hand side.
In an effort to improve communications with property owners, we have added a Town News section to our website. This link will be an easy way for property owners and visitors to get updated on the latest town happenings, town projects, and important information.  Just visit the Town of Lake Lure homepage at www.townoflakelure.com and click on the Town News link on the left side of the page. 



TOWN COUNCIL ACTIVITIES

by Town Clerk Mary Flack, MMC, CTC

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1REGULAR MEETING:  The regular town council meeting was held on Tuesday, June 10, 2008, 7:00 p.m., in the meeting room of the Lake Lure Municipal Center.

  Under the “consent agenda,” Town Council approved:
* minutes of the May 13, 2008 (regular meeting and closed session), May 20, 2008 (special meeting), and June 3, 2008 (special meeting);

* budget amendments as presented by the finance director for (1) the police department to purchase mobile data terminals, (2) public works department to cover the costs for a reel shed dock and expenses associated with wind storm damage, and (3) cover overruns from the water/sewer fund;

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1* a fabric structure permit for Jerry H. Harvey on behalf of the Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation “Ride for Kids” annual motorcycle event being held on Sunday, August 24, 2008 and waive the rental permit fees for use of town facilities during this event;

* a request from Amanda Dorsett to suspend the town’s alcohol ordinance in order to serve beer and wine during a wedding reception being held inside the Community Hall of the Lake Lure Municipal Center on April 25, 2009, from 3:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m.; and

* a letter of understanding and authorized the mayor to sign a contract on behalf of the town with Painter, Russell & Associates, PLLC for audit services during fiscal year beginning July 1, 2007 and ending through June 30, 2008 as submitted by the finance director.

   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Town Council also:
* held a public hearing and adopted Ordinance No. 08-06-10 amending the Town of Lake Lure Zoning Regulations, Title IX, Chapter 92, to refine and simplify the requirements and administrative issues pertaining to tree protection;

* held a public hearing and adopted Ordinance No. 08-06-10A amending the Town of Lake Subdivision Regulations, Title IX, Chapter 91, to refine and simplify the requirements and administrative issues pertaining to tree protection;

* heard a presentation from the town manager regarding the town budget and budget message for fiscal year 2008 through 2009;

* held a public hearing and adopted Ordinance No. 08-06-10B regarding the town budget for fiscal year 2008-2009 as presented; 

*  approved a recommendation from the Lake Advisory Board for the town to install a channel through the peninsula that separates the town beach area from the mouth of Pool Creek and directed SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1the public works department to assist with the installing of this channel; 

* approved a recommendation from the Lake Advisory Board to re-name the Town Marina as the Washburn Marina in honor of the Washburn Family for their several years of service provided to the Town of Lake  Lure;

* approved a request from Ken Jordan and Gail Williams contingent upon certain stipulations to be coordinated with the town manager, the police chief and the Lake Lure Tours Beach Manager Bo Williams regarding a market being held on Saturdays  between June 1, 2008 and September 1, 2008 (Labor Day) from 8:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.  This market is for selected local farmers to sell their produce and for local artist to display/sell their goods; town council suspended the peddling ordinance for these events; town council denied the request to waive the trash disposal fee;

* appointed Todd Dunnuck to fill James Dunn’s position on  the  parks  and  recreation board as a regular member 
with a term expiring on December 31, 2009;
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1* appointed Lawrence Czajkoski to fill Todd Dunnuck’s position on the parks and recreation board as an alternate member with a term expiring on December 31, 2010; and

* held a close session in accordance with G.S. 143-318.11(a)(3) regarding legal matters and attorney client privilege.

In other activities:
* heard a report from the town manager;

* heard reports from council liaisons on the activities of various boards and committees.


COMMUNITY POLICING NEWS

by Chief Eric Hester
Police Department


Congratulations Officer Chip McIntosh who recently obtained his Advanced Law Enforcement Certificate. In order be eligible for this certificate he had to meet the requirements for the Intermediate Certificate, have over 960 hours of training and at least 12 years of full time law enforcement experience.


Officer McIntosh came to work with the Lake Lure Police Department in July 2007 with over 22 years of law enforcement experience. He has been and continues to be a great asset to the Town of Lake Lure. Please give Officer McIntosh a special pat on the back for a job well done.

Safety


Our summer season is already in full swing and we want to keep our town as safe as possible. Now and in the next several months we will see an influx of tourism and need to pay special attention to the congested areas around our town. Pay extra attention to the congested areas where people are crossing the roadways or children are darting across the road heading toward the beach. We want everyone to have a safe and enjoyable vacation during this 4th of July holiday and while they are visiting Lake Lure.


Rumbling Bald Resort is doing something a little different this year with their fireworks. They plan to have their fireworks shot off of several barges on the water near the Lakeview Restaurant on July 4th; this should be very interesting to watch. 


While on the subject of fireworks it is against the law to possess or use certain types of fireworks or Pyrotechnics in North Carolina without a valid permit.

The North Carolina General Statues 14-414 gives a list of Pyrotechnics that are legal. In a basic nutshell if the fireworks make a loud bang or leave the ground in any shape or form they are illegal. Any person violating these provisions shall be guilty of a Class 2 misdemeanor. If anyone has questions about buying fireworks, please contact the Lake Lure Police Department and we will try to answer any questions that you might have.


Once again we want everyone to have a safe and enjoyable summer. All we ask is for everyone to do their part to ensure that everyone can have a safe and fun filled summer.

Youth Center


On May, 29th the youth center held its 3rd Annual Emergency Services Day. We had about 75 people in attendance, served hamburgers and hotdogs with all the fixings and all had a great time as usual. I want to thank all the agencies that participated, and special thanks to Youth Center Director Marlana Cooley for putting in many hours of her own time preparing all the food and making sure the event went without a hitch. We look forward to this event each year as it is such a blessing to be able to interact with all the children in the Hickory Nut Gorge area. Once again we are grateful for all the continued support the children get from the Hickory Nut Gorge
POLICE REPORT FOR MAY, 2008

ALARM CALLS RECEIVED
23

ACCIDENTS
8

ARRESTS
10

BANK ALARMS
5

BREAKING AND ENTERINGS
0

BUSINESS CHECKS
8,016

CITATIONS ISSUED
70

COMMUNITY CONTACTS
1,170

EXTRA PATROLS
85

LAKE – CITATIONS
0

LAKE – COVE CHECKS
558

LAKE – PATROL
21

LARCENY REPORTS
5

REQUESTED RESIDENTIAL CHECKS
204

ROAD CHECKS
2,845

VANDALISM REPORTS
0

WARNINGS ISSUED
118

CASES CLEARED
5

CASES CLEARED BY ARREST
0


COMMUNITY FIRE NEWS

by Ron Morgan 

Fourth of July is here again and the Chamber will provide a public fireworks show at Morse Park on July 5th.  This show can be viewed from the Beach, the Arcade area or from around the Town Marina.  Every year we get numerous phone calls concerning the use of fireworks by citizens.  As a reminder to everyone, North Carolina has a much stricter fireworks law than South Carolina or Tennessee and fireworks purchased in these states will likely be illegal in North Carolina.  In North Carolina any fireworks that leave the ground or explode would be illegal.  We encourage you to take advantage of the public show and not use private fireworks, but if you do desire to use your own fireworks, make sure they are legal in North Carolina.  Fireworks purchased at stores in North Carolina should be legal.  If anyone has any questions please call our office at 828-625-9333.  

All three fire departments are still in need of willing, capable and dedicated volunteers.  If anyone is interested please contact us at 828-625-9333.  


LAKE OPERATIONS
by Dean Givens 

The town marina has been renamed the Washburn Marina by town council after a recommendation from the Lake Advisory Board. This is being done in honor of the hard work and dedication that the Washburn family has provided to the town for many, many years. 

The dredging is now complete on the river and the lake. Even though we need the rain, hopefully it will not come in flood form and fill the river and lake back up with silt.


The water quality in the lake is good, however, there is potential for algae bloom. We are monitoring this and you can too, by reporting any raw sewage or straight piping of gray water that is going into the lake. Minimize fertilizing your yards, plants, shrubs, etc. as this all ends up in the lake causing high phosphorous levels that cause algae.

We have built and placed 40 fish habitats in the lake at the recommendation of the North Carolina Wildlife and plan to build more in the near future. These habitats will help the fish population.


The construction of new docks, which will provide parking for access to town business and restaurants, has begun beside the water park on the beach at the end of the boardwalk. These docks will have a two and a half hour parking limit. There will also be a finger pier built at the Washburn Marina boat ramp to help with boat launching congestion.


Non-motorized boats (canoes, kayaks, etc. – anything without a motor) can now be launched at the old boat ramp behind the ABC store to also help ease congestion at the Washburn Marina.  

 I now have a cell phone, 828-447-7430, that you may call if you have a problem on the lake or see something that needs attention on the lake.  If you call and I do not answer, I am either on another line or not on duty. If you have an emergency, call 911 or call the Lake Lure Police Department for non-emergencies at 828-625-4685.
Have a safe and happy July 4th!
Lake Operations Citation Log
No permit citations
9

No-wake citations
3
Under 13 without PFD
1

Towing w/ no tow permit
1

Warning no-wake
1



 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
SEDIMENT AND EROSION CONTROL NEWS

by Clint Calhoun, Erosion Control Officer

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

Well, here we are in the heart of our tourist season and what has been one of the hottest months of June on record.  The jelly-blobs (Pectinatella magnifica) are back so that means the lake water is fairly warm.  Because of the warm water and other aquatic conditions it is imperative that we let people know that conditions exist for a potential algae bloom.  Now this doesn’t mean that the sky is falling or the end of the world is coming or anything like that, however it does mean that there are certain things that every citizen should know and what each citizen can do to lessen the impact should an algae bloom occur.

First of all, what is algae anyway?  Algae is a term generally used to describe a wide variety of different and dissimilar photosynthetic organisms that typically inhabit aquatic ecosystems and are usually assigned to six taxonomic divisions.  Many algal forms are microscopic, such as certain types of blue-green algae (cyanobacteria), diatoms, and certain dinoflagellates, but not all forms are microscopic.  Some of the more common forms are quite visible to the naked eye, particularly colonial forms.  Freshwater algae vary in shape and color and are found in creeks, rivers, ponds, lakes, etc.  They are a natural and essential part of the aquatic ecosystem and an integral part of the food web.  
Algae are fed upon by crustaceans such as crayfish, certain types of freshwater snails, and other larger aquatic organisms. 

So, what is an algae bloom?  An algae bloom occurs when conditions allow for maximum growth and reproduction of algal species and cell densities become very high.  This is typically characterized by excessive accumulations of clumps, foams, scums, and discoloration of the water.  When the numbers of algal cells in a lake or river increase explosively, a “bloom” is the result.  Because of the slow-moving water conditions, lakes are very susceptible to algae blooms.

What causes an algae bloom?  There are a lot of factors affecting occurrence and frequency of algae blooms.  Some may occur regularly, depending on weather and water conditions.  Generally, algae blooms occur when high levels of nutrients are present, along with warm, sunny, calm conditions.  Nutrients typically refers to, in this case, nitrogen and phosphorus.  Both of these elements occur naturally in the soil and in living things, but can also be found in fertilizers, stormwater runoff, animal feces, improperly treated wastewater from septic tanks, and in sediments.  Phosphorus in particular encourages plant growth and decay and can speed up the eutrophication (aging) process of a lake.

Algae blooms contribute to eutrophication process of a lake and can provide important benefits, but in cases of recurrent or severe blooms, they can deplete dissolved oxygen as large numbers of dead algae decay.  Low dissolved oxygen can lead to fish kills during the summer.  Algae blooms can also take away from the recreational value of the lake due to its unattractive appearance, texture, and sometimes odors.

So what is going on here?  Lake Lure, based on water sampling that dates back to 1997, typically has high phosphorus levels.  These levels declined last year and dissolved oxygen was higher in the lake than usual despite very low precipitation.  Phosphorus was also reduced in the Upper Broad so most likely the decline was from lower incidences of sediment movement and stormwater into the lake due to the drought.  This changed for 2008 however, when spring rains brought additional sediments into the lake.  Reports of algae accumulation started coming around the middle of April.  Some special water samples were taken to try and assess what the cause might be and it was attributed back to elevated phosphorus.  There are some other factors that may have contributed in addition to spring rains.  Bald Mountain Lake was drained this year in order to work on the dam.  Bald Mountain Lake has an exceptional amount of algae build-up (cause unknown).  As those algae cells die phosphorus is released, which then makes its way into Lake Lure.  Another potential source is the Town’s dredging project.  One water sample that was taken at the dredge site showed elevated phosphorus levels.  This may be due to locked up phosphorus in the sediments or may be due to some unknown cause at the dredge site.  Still another potential factor is the large amounts of waterfowl excrement, particularly around the marina and beach areas.  Duck and goose feces are extremely rich in phosphorus and nitrogen and can provide enough nutrients in many cases to contribute to algae growth.  Other contributors that may be out there could be failing septic systems that either have not been 
reported or are unknown, fertilizers for lawns and gardens, stormwater flows, introduction of decaying debris such as leaves, and other potential sources.

Does an algae bloom pose any health risks?  This really depends on the species of algae, but the short answer is, “it can.”.  Blooms of blue-green algae, or cyanobacteria can be harmful because they release toxins as the cells die.  The toxins can kill fish (low dissolved oxygen will do this too) as well as cause health problems for humans and pets that come in contact with affected water   When this type of bloom occurs it is known as a Harmful Algal Bloom or HAB.  HABs often look like paint on the surface of the water and can vary in color from bright (almost fluorescent) green to a bluish-pink color.  Swimming or other contact with affected water can result in exposure that can have varying results such as eye and ear irritation, to more severe health problems such as gastroenteritis, and nerve and liver problems, depending on the level and type of toxins released by the bloom.  Because of the potential hazards associated with algal blooms, it is important to know what the facts are and to take precautions.  At this time, there is nothing to indicate that the algae build-up we are seeing is an HAB.  There have been no reports of smelly accumulations of paint-like scum or discoloration of the water surface that is often associated with HABs.    What I have been seeing appears to be a green algae (not a cyanobacteria) known as Spirogyra which, while annoying, does not pose any type of health hazard. We do want to encourage people to be vigilant.  Swimming, boating, skiing, and fishing are encouraged at this time and the situation is being continuously monitored.  If conditions worsen, all necessary steps will be taken to ensure the health and safety of everyone.

So what can be done to prevent an algae bloom?  If an algae bloom is on the verge of occurring, it is probably going to happen, however there are things that people can do to limit the impact and prevent recurrences:

1) If you are lakefront and on septic, make sure your septic tank meets state standards and is functioning properly.

2) If you know of a failing lakefront septic system, report it immediately to the Rutherford County Health Department.

3) Do not fertilize lawns or landscaped areas within close proximity of the lake.

4) Do not pipe stormwater directly into the lake.  Stormwater is often high in phosphorus and other nutrients.  Stormwater should be managed in such a way that it is treated either by storage or filtration such as through a rain garden, buffer strip, or other measure.

5) Do not introduce unnecessary debris into the lake.  In other words, don’t go putting your leaves into the lake just because you know that leaves are already in there.  Under natural conditions the lake is going to be taking on enough organic debris as it is, so why add to it.

6) Keep sediment from disturbed areas on-site and out of the lake.

7) If you notice odors or see scum buildup on the water surface, please report the location and the characteristics of what you are seeing.

Again, it is important to know that algae blooms can and will occur in bodies of 

water when conditions are favorable.  Just because you have an algae bloom does not mean that water quality is bad.  In fact, algae blooms can occur in any aquatic system when conditions become favorable, whether through natural means or some type of human-induced activity.  Water quality samples are taken from Lake Lure on a monthly basis and analyzed by the Environmental Quality Institute at UNC-A.  Lake Lure consistently maintains good water quality and because the Town proactively samples, it is possible to know when conditions are right for potential problems, which is why it is prudent to inform folks about a situation and the potential that exists, before the problem arises.  If you are seeing a lot of algae around the lake, please monitor the situation and if you have questions or would like to report an algae problem, please contact Dean Givens, our Director of Lake Operations at (828)625-9983 ext. 128.  If you have questions relating to this article or the biological processes involved with algae production, you can contact me at (828)625-9983 ext. 123.


GOLF COURSE NEWS

by Claudia Ogle
Congratulations to Tom Feuling who was our monthly winner in May for a free round of golf.   Chris Juett is still in the lead for the most 9 hole rounds played.  He has now played a total of 68 rounds.

Come by the pro shop for a new golf shirt and other golf related items that have recently arrived.

We now have a total of 161 memberships as of June 18th. Thank you all for your support of our golf course. Old members, please check your membership as several have expired in the last few months.  

Summertime hours of operation are: Open every day at 8:00am. The last time for a cart to go out is 5:30pm, and all carts are due in by 7:30pm.

“Captain’s Choice” is on Friday evening at 5:30pm and the “Men’s Club” is every Saturday and Sunday morning starting at 9:00am, call the Pro Shop for more information on these or any other special events at 828-625-4472. 

Feel free to call the golf pro-shop with any questions at 828-625-4472.
“As you walk down the fairway of life you must smell the roses, for you only get to play one round.” – Ben Hogan 


UPPER BROAD RIVER WATERSHED

PROTECTION PROGRAM

by Jennifer Beck

By the time you receive this newsletter I will have left my two year post at the Upper Broad River Watershed Program as the Coordinator. I have thoroughly enjoyed working in the Hickory Nut Gorge area where the people and land have made this such a memorable experience for me. Willis Miller will take over as the new Upper Broad Watershed Coordinator. Willis, a current part time employee of Mountain Valleys RC&D and retired NRCS District Conservationist, is going to bring invaluable experience and knowledge to the program. The UBRWPP will continue with our planned projects, including the cost shared cross vine plantings in the fall, and explore new strategies to prevent sediment from entering our waters. Please take the opportunity to welcome Willis to the watershed!


NEWS AROUND LAKE LURE

The Rutherford County Meals on Wheels program desperately needs volunteers to deliver meals to shut-ins. If interested please call the Senior Center at 828-287-6409 and ask for Carolyn Atchley.

Farewell from Judy Beeson – To all of my friends in the Hickory Nut Gorge, I want to thank you all for all the notes, phone calls and well wishes that I have received since my recent resignation from the Hickory Nut Gorge Chamber of Commerce. I worked 12 years with the chamber and loved what I did and enjoyed my relationship with all of you. Thanks again to all of our chamber members and to my wonderful volunteers which certainly helped make my 12 years enjoyable ones. – Sincerely, Judy Beeson

The Esmeralda (in Chimney Rock) has re-opened for a fine dining experience. The hours of operation are Wednesday through Saturday, 5:00 p.m. – until and Sunday brunch 11:00 a.m. through 2:00 p.m.  For hotel or dinner reservations call 828-625-2999. 
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Hospice of Rutherford County will be hosting a summer volunteer training on July 14 - July 16, 2008 from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm. It will be held at the Hospice Hickory Nut Gorge Office, Suite 203, at the Arcade Building in Lake Lure. The cost of the class is $15.00, which can be refunded if you become an active volunteer. To register for this Lake Lure class, please call Jo Ann Faulhaber at 828-625-0365 or 828-625-9652.
The Fairfield Firehouse will be holding a garage sale July 12 starting at 9:00 am.  The proceeds from this sale go to the Fire Departments Auxiliary. For more information or to make donations contact Paula Schichtel at 828-625-1226 or Jeannette Moran at 828-625-8985.

The Dragons of Lake Lure have quieted and are resting calmly on the shores of Lake Lure after 
providing a most exciting and successful festival event on May 10, 2008.

The first-ever dragon boat race and cultural festival was a huge success, reports Doug Long, Event Director. An estimated crowd of 2000+ enjoyed watching 22 dragon boat teams and 260 paddlers compete in five racing divisions.  

Divisonal champions are: Masters, Made in the USA, a Lake Lure community team;  Corporate, Different Strokes, by Pinnacle Sotheby’s Realty, Int’l.;  Community, Gett’n Business, by Hickory Nut Gorge Chamber of Commerce;  Women’s, Mad Paddlers, from Oak Ridge, TN;  Visiting Teams, Charlotte Fury, Charlotte, NC.

Families also enjoyed an all-day fun-packed cultural festival of Asian and American entertainment.  Hundreds of children bounced and slid to their hearts desire at the huge inflatable playground, and all savored a variety of Asian and American food favorites from very happy vendors.

$10,000 was raised to support the programs of the five regional children’s beneficiary organizations. These organizations include: Kidsenses Interactive Museum, Lake Lure Youth Center, Camp Lurecrest, Shepherd’s Care, and The Strength of HIS Hands Ministry.   

A special thank you is due to the event’s 25+ sponsors, especially the Presenting Sponsors who purchased the four dragon boats.  They are Pinnacle Sotheby’s Realty, Int’l., Camp Lurecrest, Hickory Nut Gorge Chamber of Commerce, and The Timken Company.  Thanks also to these other major gift sponsors, Lake Country Vacation Rentals, The Esmeralda, all media outlets, and the Rutherford County Tourism Development Authority.
On behalf of the Board of Directors, Doug Long of Lake Lure Dragon Boat Racing, would like to publicly extend a hearty thank you to all the volunteers, committee chairs, sponsors, teams, Lake Lure town officials, vendors, and spectators. Their dedication and enthusiastic support has assured the Lure of the Dragons festival’s future as a great community and corporate spirit-raising and fund-raising event for our children.

Next year’s festival date is set for Saturday, May 16th.  For further information on any aspect of the festival, please call 828-980-8838, or visit www.lureofthedragons.org.

Lake Lure Newcomers invite those who are new residents in Lake Lure (24 months or less) to join them in various activities which include: potluck, gourmet, out’n about, theater, bridge/poker, book club, and hiking.  Anyone interested in becoming a member should visit the website www.lakelurenewcomers.com or call Joan or Russ Meade at 828-625-4744.
 
Lake Lure Lakefront Owners Association (LLLOA). Notice to all LLLOA members. It is planned that the 2008-2009 members booklet (directory) be printed and distributed no late than mid July. If you do not receive your booklet by July 31, please contact Betty Ross 828-625-5161or e-mail bcross1@bellsouth.net.

If you are a Lake Lure lakefront owner and want to receive information about various lake issues, then the LLLOA invites you to become a member. Associate memberships are also encouraged for those who are interested in our lake.  Each year members receive a membership directory, informative Muse Letters, and a first class mailed subscription to the Town of Lake Lure monthly newsletter, Lake Lure News & Views.  Members   meet  at  the  Town  Community  Center 
socially at least annually to meet neighbors and discuss issues.   Annual dues are currently $25.00.  You may pick up an application for membership at the Municipal Center or via the website at www.townoflakelure.com under Lake Management or call Betty Ross, Pres.  at 828-625-5161 for an application or any questions.
                         [image: image2.emf]


The deadline for newsletter articles to be received at Town Hall for the August issue is July 23, 2008.






