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VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTER SHORTAGE

VOLUNTEER TODAY! 

Without a significant increase in volunteers very soon, we face the likelihood of a substantial drop in our ISO rating which would increase both commercial and residential insurance premiums town wide. VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED DESPERATELY. Volunteer firefighters receive 1 free boat permit annually for volunteering. Please contact Ron Morgan at firechief@townoflakelure.com or (828) 625-9333 for more information on becoming a volunteer firefighter. 


         MAYOR’S COMMENTS
                              by Jim Proctor 


             As you have probably noticed, Lake Lure is at its lowest level of any summer I can remember.  There are plenty of rumors of why this is, but the main reason is, of course, the fact that we are in an exceptional drought. In fact, the State of North Carolina has rated Lake Lure and the four counties surrounding us as D-4 Exceptional drought conditions. D-4 is the most extreme drought in the rating system. The North Carolina Drought Management Advisory Council is asking all us to 
please be careful with our water usage and to urge our friends, neighbors and visitors to do the same.  Water saving ideas can be found at Save Water NC http://www.savewaternc.org/HomeResources.asp
            On a happier note, at least Lake Lure remains more full that the vast majority of large lakes in the region.
            The Annual Ride for Kids will be coming to Lake Lure on August 24 this year. The Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation of the U.S. funds medical research grants and clinical fellowships to help find the cause and cure of childhood brain tumors. Last year more than 450 motorcycle riders (over 600 people) raised more than $102,000.  If you would like to donate this year, please mail a check payable to "PBTFUS" and mail to PO Box 384, Lake Lure, NC 28746 or you may 
leave donations at the Lake Lure Town Hall. The Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation's website is: http://ride4kids.org/.

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT

by Steven Wheeler
I hope everyone has been having a safe and enjoyable summer so far.  

In an effort to continue to improve communications   with   our   property  owners  and 
residents, we are establishing a mass e-mail program.  This program will allow you to register your e-mail with the Town, so that when we have any   important   information   or   any   emergency 
notifications to send out, you will receive an e-mail from the Town with this information.  You can sign-up for the mass e-mail program by going to the 
town   website  at   www.townoflakelure.com     and 
entering your e-mail on the left side under Join Our E-Mail List.  You must complete the application that follows. The Town will only use the e-mail information for our mass e-mail program and will not sell or distribute any of your information to anyone.

The work completed on the sewer plant by Dellinger Inc. that I mentioned in previous newsletters has not worked as designed. In the meantime, the Town is working on a new design to the system so that we can move forward on meeting the requirements of the SOC once the original equipment is removed.  We have received bids on the alternate design and are working towards approval and the subsequent construction phase.

SINGLE FAMILY DWELLINGS ~ VACATION RENTAL STAKEHOLDER COMMITTEE TO HOLD OPEN HOUSE. The Town recently completed two public input meetings on Single Family Dwellings used as Vacation Rentals. The Town will be holding an Open House on Saturday, August 16 from 9am-12 pm in the Town Hall Meeting Room. The purpose of the Open House is to share what the SFD-VR Committee has done to date regarding potential policy options and also allow for public review and structured comments. Interested property owners, residents, and business owners can drop-in any time during these hours and stay for as little or as long as you want.  For more information, call Amos Gilliam at (828) 625-9983 Extension 115.
LAKE LEVELS LOW - Due to severe drought conditions, the Lake levels are currently 21” below normal. The Town has not done anything out of the ordinary with regards to releasing water related to the generators, trash gates or wastewater treatment.  We are following established operational procedures of allowing a minimum amount of water to flow down the stream three days a week via generation and water treatment.  This is necessary in order to operate the wastewater treatment plant and meet state requirements. So what is different than prior drought periods of past decades? The little rain we have received is so localized that it has very little impact on the lake level. Combine this with the fact that our spring fed intake from the rivers and other tributaries has been steadily declining over the years due to the ongoing drought situation, which has created the unfortunate situation that we currently face.  With hot weather, drought conditions, and low level tributaries, we are facing significant evaporation with little rainfall to keep up with the evaporation, let alone bring lake levels up, with no help from our watershed tributaries.  We need significant amounts of rain over an extended period of time. So please, we need someone to do a rain dance, and do it soon. All four counties: Buncombe, Henderson, Rutherfordton & Polk are under the highest level drought rating, D-4 Exceptional drought conditions, which is the highest level of drought condition.  Please be careful with your water usage and urge your friends, neighbors and visitors to do the same.  Water saving ideas can be found at http://www.savewaternc.org/HomeResources.asp
COMMUNICATION - The newsletter is available free of charge online at our website at www.townoflakelure.com by clicking the Newsletter Archives link on the left hand side. Or you can subscribe to have the newsletter mailed to you for a $10 fee.  Send a check to PO Box 255, Lake Lure, NC 28746 made payable to the Town of Lake Lure.
 In an effort to improve communications with property owners, we have added a Town News section to our website. This link will be an easy way for property owners and visitors to get updated on the latest town happenings, town projects, and important information.  Just visit the Town of Lake Lure homepage at www.townoflakelure.com and click on the Town News link on the left side of the page. 



TOWN COUNCIL ACTIVITIES

by Town Clerk Mary Flack, MMC, CTC
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1REGULAR MEETING:  The regular town council meeting was held on Tuesday, July 8, 2008, 7:00 p.m., in the meeting room of the Lake Lure Municipal Center.

Under the “consent agenda,” Town Council approved:
* minutes of the May 13, 2008 (regular meeting and closed session), May 20, 2008 (special meeting), and June 3, 2008 (special meeting);

* minutes of the June 10, 2008 (regular meeting and closed session); and

* a request from Mark Fowler and Kasey Green to suspend the town’s alcohol ordinance in order to serve beer and wine during a wedding reception being held inside the community hall of the Lake Lure Municipal Center on July 25, 2008, from 5:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m.

Town Council also:

* held discussion relating to variance standards of the zoning regulations; directed the zoning and planning board to draft revisions to Section 92.085 (C) of the zoning regulations to include the recommendations outlined in a memorandum dated June 27, 2008 from Community Development Attorney Michael Egan regarding variance standards;

* approved the boat dock plan engineering drawings designed by Kim B. Warner, PE, LLC of Forest City, North Carolina as submitted for construction of docks adjacent to the police department dockage in the harbor area to be used by the town to house debris nets on reels for emergency lake clean-up; 

* scheduled a special workshop meeting to be held on Thursday, July 17, 2008, 3:00 p.m., at the Lake Lure Municipal Center to hold discussion regarding fire departments and fire protection; also  agreed to hold a closed session during this meeting;

*  held a close session in accordance with G.S. 143-318.11(a)(4).

In other activities:
* heard a report from the town manager;

* heard reports from council liaisons on the activities of various boards and committees.

SPECIAL  MEETING: Town council held a workshop meeting on Thursday, July 17, 2008, 3:00 p.m., at the Lake Lure Municipal Center.  

Town Council:

* held a discussion regarding fire departments and fire protection; authorized the establishing of a municipal fire department for the Town of Lake Lure and directed the town manager to hire firefighters for this department; and

 * held close session in accordance with G.S. 143-318.11(a)(4).

 REGULAR MEETING OF THE LAKE LURE MARINE COMMISSION: The Lake Lure Marine Commission held their meeting on Tuesday, July 8, 2008, at 3:00 p.m., in the council meeting room of the Lake Lure Municipal Center.

The Marine Commission:
* approved minutes of April 8, 2008 (regular meeting);

* held a hearing for David M. Roberts regarding an appeal to Civil Citation No. 000235; the Lake Lure Marine Commission voted to uphold the citation as written;

*  held a hearing for Charles Arthur Lindgren regarding an appeal to Civil Citation No. 000237; the Lake Lure Marine Commission voted to uphold the citation as written;

*  held a hearing for William Vince Hyatt regarding an appeal to Civil Citation No. 000241; the Lake Lure Marine Commission voted to uphold the citation as written;

* approved a request from Doug Long on behalf of the Lake Lure Dragon Boat Organization to hold practice sessions on July 31, 2008, August 1, 2008, and August 21-22, 2008 from 5:30 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. in the river and waived boat permit fees for these events; and

* denied approval of a request from Mary Soule Kelly for a lake commercial license for a pontoon boat.


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1CUSTOMER SERVICES

by Linda Ward

When leaving for the summer, be sure to take a copy of your boat’s registration with you so that you can get your 2009 boat permit by mail.  We 
will require a copy of your current state registration and proof of insurance. 

Reminder: The water bills state “no tampering with the meters”. Tampering with the meter    includes   turning   on   or   off   the    meter 
yourselves or moving the meter radios. If you need your meter turned off, which is free, or on, which has a charge of $40, please call the office at 828-625-9983, ext. 129.   If you are one that has a need to turn on and off your meter periodically, you may want to consider installing your own turn off valve next to the town’s meter. You may do this with any plumber or the town’s water department can install one for a nominal fee.
We are trying to determine if there is sufficient desire to use automatic drafting to pay utility bills and/or if anyone would be interested in e-mail bills instead of a paper bills. Please call me at 625-9983, ext. 129 if you interested. 


GOLF COURSE NEWS

by Claudia Ogle

June 2008 was a Month of winners!

Congratulations to Dr. Mathew Rees of Rutherfordton the winner of the Golf and Lunch package for two drawing!  We would especially like to thank the Point of View Restaurant for donating the Lunch for two! By the way…they are open for lunch from 11:00 am to 4:00 pm.
Tom Feuling is the winner of the free round of golf for the month of June, this was Tom’s second time at winning! Chris Juett is again still in the lead, now with 92 rounds, for the most rounds played.   

Many of you may know Dylan Jones, a rising 9th grader at Polk County Middle who plays our course almost daily.  Dylan placed 5th in the 49th Annual Michelob Ultra Skyview Pro-Am/Junior Tournament (boys 14 - 15 age group) in Asheville and also finished 5th in the Jane Marbille Tournament held at Maggie Valley. Dylan is a regular on Friday nights for Captain’s Choice.  We encourage all our young golfer’s to come out and play.

The next scheduled Golf Course Advisory Committee meeting will be (Friday) Sept. 26th, 2008 at the golf course.
 “It took me 17 years to get 3000 hits in baseball.  I did it in one afternoon on the golf course.  -  Hank Aaron”


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Single Family Dwelling – Vacation Rental

Study Update and Meeting Notice

by Amos Gilliam

The study of single family dwellings being used as vacation rentals (SFD/VR) is currently moving forward under the direction of Dr. Garry Cooper. The Town has contracted with Garry V. Cooper Associates to facilitate the development and implementation of a study process that satisfies the project objectives assigned by Town Council. The Town has recently conducted two (2) public, information gathering meetings, and one (1) meeting with individuals representing various economic interests within the town. The information received is being used by the SFD/VR Stakeholders Committee to create and evaluate various policy options in conjunction with the Zoning and Planning Board to be recommended to Town Council. 

The Town will be holding an Open House on Saturday, August 16 from 9am-12 pm in the Town Hall Meeting Room. The purpose of the Open House is to share what the SFD-VR Stakeholder Committee has done to date regarding potential policy options and also allow for public review and structured comments. Interested property owners, residents, and business owners can drop-in any time during these hours and stay for as little or as long as they want.

The Town’s website www.townoflakelure.com has been updated with a link located under the “About Lake Lure” heading that provides a wealth of information regarding this important study. Just click on the “Vacation Rental Study” to find out more about the study process and the issues involved. This site will be updated as more information becomes available. Any questions can be directed to Amos Gilliam at psa@townoflakelure.com or by calling 625-9983 ext. 115. 


ZONING AND PLANNING NEWS

by Paula Jordan

The Zoning and Planning Board has had its hands full since the Town Council adopted the 2007-2027 Comprehensive Plan last year. The five-member board, which is an advisory board  to Town Council regarding land use in the town, has been charged by Town Council to develop, for the Council’s consideration, the changes needed to bring town regulations in line with the new comprehensive plan (“comp plan” for short).  This monthly Z&P News report will provide information on the changes involved and what those changes will mean to you. 

What  is  a  comp plan? Think of a road map 

created  to  give  us guidance as a town with respect 

to issues such as public safety, traffic, services and facilities, water and sewer, parks and recreation, lake and boat management, securing alternative revenue sources, commercial design standards, growth management, economic development, and environmental protection.  A comp plan provides a detailed view of the community members’ shared values, as well as practical ways and means of acting on those values.  The Town Council contracted with LandDesign, Inc. to develop our comp plan, and named a Steering Committee of sixteen town residents to guide the consultants’ work.  

Information for the comp plan was collected through several public workshops, a community-wide survey sent to every property owner in Lake Lure, and discussions with recognized experts on the various issues being studied.  The survey was of particular importance for the study results.  With most surveys of this sort, usually no more than 5% to 10% of those contacted will fill out and return a survey.  In our case, 31% of the surveys were completed and returned.  The survey results revealed solid agreement on answers to a wide variety of questions, with particularly high levels of agreement on issues related to protection of the lake and the natural mountain environment.  The entire 2007–2027 Comprehensive Plan, including the survey results, can be seen on the town website www.townoflakelure.com.

Amendments to town regulations (already developed or in the process of being developed) as a result of the new comp plan include the following issues: tree protection (during subdivision development and on private lots), conservation subdivisions, development on steep slopes and ridgelines, design guidance for new commercial construction, development in the floodplain, lighting standards, and other such issues.  Upcoming Z&P News reports will address all these and others over the coming months.

Members of the Zoning and Planning Board are Dick Washburn (Chair), Tony Brodfuhrer (Vice Chair), Bud Schichtel, Bill Bush, and Paula Jordan.  Russ Pitts is the Town Council liaison to the board. 


POLICE REPORT FOR JUNE, 2008

ALARM CALLS RECEIVED
23

ACCIDENTS
10

ARRESTS
4

BANK ALARMS
5

BREAKING AND ENTERINGS
3

BUSINESS CHECKS
7,493

CITATIONS ISSUED
40

COMMUNITY CONTACTS
1,251

EXTRA PATROLS
82

LAKE – CITATIONS
2

LAKE – COVE CHECKS
663

LAKE – PATROL
63

LARCENY REPORTS
3

REQUESTED RESIDENTIAL CHECKS
159

ROAD CHECKS
2,791

VANDALISM REPORTS
1

WARNINGS ISSUED
96

CASES CLEARED
6

CASES CLEARED BY ARREST
0


NEWS AROUND LAKE LURE
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Friends of the Mountains Branch Library present  MARSHALL FRANK   

 Author of From Violins to Violence,
a compelling autobiography of his transition from   classical violinist, dancer and stepson of a Miami Beach mobster to one of Miami-Dade’s premier homicide detectives. Other works include fiction based on real life experience and non-fiction such as:  Militant Islam in America & Frankly Speaking.

Sunday, August 17 at 3:00 pm

Mountains Branch Library / Lake Lure

Hickory Nut Gorge Chamber is looking for some pleasant, friendly and outgoing people who would like to promote the area by being a volunteer at the Lake Lure Visitor’s Center. Hours and days are very flexible, and training is provided.  What a great opportunity to meet visitors from all over the country and maybe the world!  Our visitors come in to learn about the Hickory Nut Gorge area & love that personal touch! Please call 828-625-9696 if you are interested or call Roz or Cheryl at 828-625-2725.

Scratch & Sniff Guided Hike   

Date: Aug 23, 9am 

Cost: $20, $5 for Annual Passholders, $10 for ages 6-15, $3 for Grady’s Kids Club Members    

Use your nose on this "Off the Beaten Path" hike to identify many of the growing plants and flowers. It’s a fun way to remember plants you might forget otherwise. What smells in the woods might also be familiar to you from other places like your kitchen! Please call 800-277-9611 to register. 

Lake Lure Newcomers invite those who are new residents in Lake Lure (24 months or less) to join them in various activities which include: potluck, gourmet, out’n about, theater, bridge/poker, book club, and hiking.  Anyone interested in becoming   a   member    should   visit  the   website 
www.lakelurenewcomers.com or call Joan or Russ Meade at 828-625-4744.
For the convenience of the public, the VFW Post 10473 has placed a receptacle for old and worn out American flags in the covered walkway at the town hall near the entrance to the police department’s door. If you would like a replacement flag, for a small fee, or are eligible and wish to join the VFW contact VFW Vice Commander Charles Hicks at 828-625-9278.
 
Lake Lure Lakefront Owners Association (LLLOA). Notice to all LLLOA members. The 2008-2009 members booklet (directory) has been mailed, as has the July Muse letter. If you have not received your copies please contact Betty Ross 828-625-5161 or e-mail bcross1@bellsouth.net. 
If you are a Lake Lure lakefront owner and want to receive information about various lake issues, then the LLLOA invites you to become a member. Associate memberships are also encouraged for those who are interested in our lake.
Each year members receive a membership directory, informative Muse Letters, and a first class mailed subscription to the Town of Lake Lure monthly newsletter, Lake Lure News & Views.  Members meet at the Town Community Center socially at least annually to meet neighbors and discuss issues.   Annual dues are currently $25.00.  You may pick up an application for membership at the Municipal Center or via the website at www.townoflakelure.com under Lake Management or call Harvey Harris, Pres.  at 828-625-8872 for an application or any questions.
 Free online newspaper for Lake Lure, Chimney Rock and Rutherford County. Local history, comprehensive calendar, groups, preserving the Gorge, fun things to do in the Gorge and local authors. http://www.hickorynutgorgenews.com  

The deadline for newsletter articles to be received at Town Hall for the September issue is August 20, 2008.
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Pray for rain and do your rain dance!






