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Volunteer firefighters are still needed. Volunteer firefighters receive 1 free boat permit annually for volunteering. Please contact Ron Morgan at firechief@townoflakelure.com or (828) 625-9333 for more information on becoming a volunteer firefighter. 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1MAYOR’S COMMENTS
by Jim Proctor

The Drought Continues - We are still in a drought rated as "Exceptional drought conditions (D4)".  This is the worst classification possible. For more information or current status of the drought go to http://www.ncdrought.org/. As I write this, there is a hurricane off the Georgia coast that may head this way. However even with much needed rain it will take many months of normal or above normal rainfall to bring us out of this drought.

Dam is 82 years old this month! - On December 30, 1924, Chimney Rock Mountains, Inc. created a subsidiary called the Carolina Mountain Power Company. In February 1925, Carolina Mountain Power Company sold $550,000.00 in bonds to finance the building of a 104-foot dam across the  Rocky  Broad  River at Tumbling Shoals. One month later the contract to build the 
dam was given to Mees & Mees Engineering from Charlotte, North Carolina. Soon thereafter, construction was started. Since the main highway was in the im- poundment area, construction of a new highway was started at the same time. The Lake Lure dam was completed on September 20, 1926 at a final cost of more than $1,000,000.00.


Ride for Kids - On August 24th the Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation of the United States (PBTFUS) once again hosted the Asheville Ride for Kids®. As noted in the last newsletter, The Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation of the U.S. funds medical research grants and clinical fellowships to help find the cause and cure of childhood brain tumors.  This year more than 450 riders raised more than $96,000!


I think everyone knows, the Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation is one of my favorite charity organizations. I would like to personally thank the following folks for there support in this event: Black Dome Mountain Sports, Edith and David Bond, The Chimney Rock Inn, Chimney Rock Park at Chimney Rock State Park, Joe and Eddie Davis, Steve Gale Realty, Lake Lure Cedar Homes (logfinish.com) Lake Lure Inn, Lake Lure Tours, The Lake Lure Police Department (donations and motorcycle support), Tom and Carole McKay, Bill and Nancy McNary, Mountain 1St Bank, Russ and Lynn Pitts, Dick and Joan McCallum, George and Barbara Pressley and Robin Proctor.


For more information about the PBTFUS, call (800)253-6530 or visit, www.pbtfus.org. 

tc "by Jim Proctor"

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT

by Steven Wheeler
There is plenty of information to update everyone on as summer winds down.


In an effort to continue to improve communications with our property owners and residents, we have established a mass e-mail program.  This program will allow you to register your e-mail address with the Town, so that when we have any important information or any emergency notifications to send out, you will receive an e-mail from the Town with this information.  You can sign -up for this program by going to the town website at www.townoflakelure.com and entering your e-mail on the left side under Join Our E-Mail List.  You must complete the application that follows. The Town will only use the e-mail information for our 

mass e-mail program and will not sell or distribute any of your information to anyone.  We currently have over 130 people signed for this e-mail program.


The work completed on the sewer plant by Dellinger Inc. that I mentioned in previous newsletters has not worked as designed. In the meantime, the Town has completed a new design to the system so that we can move forward on meeting the requirements of the SOC once the original equipment is removed.  The Town recently approved the low bidder for the new project, and work is scheduled to start in the next week or so.


As most everyone knows, due to severe drought conditions, the Lake levels are currently 3 feet below normal. The lake level reductions we are seeing today are anywhere from no change to ½ inch a day…this rate varies quite a bit depending on evaporative conditions, flow changes in the river, and occasional rain.  During the month of July, the rate was over an inch per day, but measures have been taken by the town to reduce the July rate lake reduction to that which we see today. Water flowing downstream of the lake on August 8, 2008 was reduced to an adjusted, calculated flow of approximately 9 million gallons per day (which is equal to the water coming into the lake from the Rocky Broad River) to support the downstream aquatic life, and the low-flow requirement for the town’s wastewater treatment plant.  This is the minimum downstream flow required to support the town’s current wastewater plant operations, and also support downstream eco systems as required by the state and federal regulations. The dam and associated accessible components related to the dam have been inspected by engineers and found to be in good condition.  There are currently no apparent water leaks in and around the dam, beyond those that are known and relatively insignificant.  The bottom line to bringing lake levels closer to normal is we need rain in the entire 90+ square mile watershed.  If anyone knows how to do a rain dance, do one soon!  For additional information regarding lake levels, or any other town happenings, please visit www.townoflakelure.com and click on the Town News link.   We are asking that property owners voluntarily restrict their usage of irrigation and waterfalls in an effort to conserve our water supply.  This has the potential to help our Lake levels as well!

Finally, be on the look out for any illegal discharges into our system. This is illegal and harmful to our sewer system. If you see any septic truck emptying their load into town manholes, please call 9-1-1 immediately to call the Lake Lure Police Department. 


TOWN COUNCIL ACTIVITIES

by Town Clerk Mary Flack, MMC, CTC
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1REGULAR MEETING:  The regular town council meeting was held on Tuesday, August 12, 2008, 7:00 p.m., in the meeting room of the Lake Lure Municipal Center.

Under the “consent agenda,” Town Council approved:
* minutes of the July 8, 2008 (regular meeting and close session), July 17, 2008 (special meeting and close session), August 4, 2008 (special meeting and close session); and

* a request from Bob Keith to: (1) hold the 4th annual 2008 olympiad event on town property (Morse Park, Beach, Municipal Hall, and Youth Center) on September 4-7, 2008, (2) waive the rental fees for the use of town facilities and sign permit fees during this event, (3) suspend the town’s peddling ordinance in order to sell food, concessions, raffle tickets for a fund-raiser, and miscellaneous items during this event, (4) waive the boat permit fees for dragon boats participating in the boat parade/dragon boat races, and (5) use of the Rocky Broad River on September 6, 2008 for dragon boat races

Town Council also:

* held a public hearing and adopted Ordinance No. 08-08-12 amending the Town of Lake Lure Zoning Regulations, Title IX, Chapter 92, creating lot standards for the M-1 Reserved Mountainous Zoning District;

* held a public hearing and adopted Ordinance No. 08-08-12A Amending the Town of Lake Lure Subdivision Regulations, Title IX, Chapter 91, Relating to Minimum Yard Requirements for Conservation Design Subdivisions, Creating a New Section 91.45 for Common Amenities, and Section 91.06 Adding a Definition  for Common Amenities;

* adopted Ordinance No. 08-08-12C prohibiting the feeding of birds (pigeon, duck, goose, or any other bird) on town property; this ordinance prohibits the dispersing of any food material or other matter edible by pigeon, duck, goose, or any other bird so as to make such material or matter available to pigeon, duck, goose or other birds for ingestion or permit any food to remain on the ground after dispersing or dropping the same;

* held discussion relating to lake level issues; received a communication release on behalf of the town providing an update to the local community and media regarding the current lake level at Lake Lure; 

* approved a request from the zoning and planning board for an extension on the deadline date to complete amendments to the zoning regulations and subdivision regulations to add standards for the development of properties on mountains and hillsides; authorized the zoning and planning board to hold a public informational workshop meeting to discuss this ordinance with the community;
* denied approval of a request from William James Jones on behalf of Lago Vista for additional allocation of sewer service; and

* scheduled a special meeting to be held on Thursday, August 21, 2008, 2:00 p.m., at the Lake Lure Municipal Center and a special marine commission meeting at 2:30 p.m. to hold discussion regarding the 4th annual 2008 Olympiad event; (Note: these meetings have been rescheduled for a later date to be announced).
In other activities:
* heard a report from the town manager;

* heard reports from council liaisons on the activities of various boards and committees.

SPECIAL MEETING: Town council held a special meeting on Monday, August 4, 2008, 3:00 p.m., at the Lake Lure Municipal Center.  

Town Council:

* held discussion regarding the distribution of funds for the Firefly Cove Water System; approved to:(1) authorize the final payment to John Cloud for the remaining balance of $98,161 (transfer from the water/sewer fund equity account to the water department account) for reimbursement costs associated with the Firefly Cove water system.  Request Mr. Cloud  to furnish to the town a notarized paid in full statement and a notarized statement that he has no outstanding bills pending against the Firefly Cove water system project before the town accepts ownership; and (2) instruct John Cloud and David Odom to work together with the town’s engineer Harlow Brown, Chief Engineer of Brown Consultants, PA and Town Attorney Callahan to address and complete within 30 days all of the items as outlined in Mr. Brown’s memorandum dated August 1, 2008 listed under results of field inspection and documents review prior to final acceptance of the ownership of the Firefly Cove water system by the town. Require the SCADA system be installed, energized and tested and completed within 30 days or shortly thereafter.  The town will bill Mr. Cloud for any uncompleted items agreed upon listed in Mr. Brown’s memorandum dated August 1, 2008;

* held close session in accordance with G.S. 143-318.11(a)(3) to discuss legal matters and attorney/client privilege including an update on the ongoing lawsuit between Patricia Hyatt and the Town of Lake Lure;

* approved to abandon the current project at the wastewater treatment plant by McGill Associates and Dellinger, Inc. regarding the failed vacuum system equipment for removing solids at the wastewater treatment plant.  This system has been deemed as a failure and unusable by the town;

* authorized the town attorney and town manager to seek reimbursement of town funds from McGill Associates and Dellinger, Inc. resulting from the failed system at the wastewater treatment plant;

* authorized the town attorney and town manager to notify McGill Associates and Dellinger, Inc. that they have up to ten days to remove the vacuum system equipment from the wastewater treatment plant or the town will have it removed and will charge them for it; and

* authorized to proceed with an alternate design system for the wastewater treatment plant;

* accepted a bid of $300,350.00 submitted by Hobson Construction of Arden, North Carolina; authorized the town manager to sign documents with Hobson Construction including a contract, a notice of award, and a notice to proceed; and

* held a discussion regarding the emergency state of the lake level.


COMMUNITY POLICING NEWS

by Chief Eric Hester

We were saddened to lose Lieutenant Detective Thomas Lytle. He recently resigned to take a position with the District Attorney’s Office as their lead investigator for Rutherford and McDowell County. As a result of his leaving, applications were taken and an oral interview was set up for the Lieutenant Detective position. I am pleased to announce that Detective Chris Francis from Rutherfordton was hired to fill this position. Detective Francis worked at the Rutherford County Sheriffs Office as an Investigator with over 12 years of experience. He begins with Lake Lure on September 1st.


The Youth Center will be up and running just in time for school to start. We recently hired Sharon Theiss as the Youth Center Director. Sharon ran the Youth Center for a couple of years and now she’s back to help out our community again. She is very excited to be back at the Youth Center and is looking forward to meeting all the new children and parents.  Parents interested in signing up their children for the Youth Center will need to make arrangements with Sharon at the Youth Center which will open August 25th. As always the Youth Center hours are 3pm - 6pm, Monday-Friday while the schools are in session. If anyone has any question regarding the Youth Center please feel free to contact me at the Police Department.

COMMUNITY FIRE NEWS

by Ron Morgan 

I’m sure everyone is familiar with the fire that began on July 29th on Chimney Rock Mountain.  I would like to thank everyone for the support and words of encouragement to the fire personnel during and after the fire.  The fire is still showing 85% containment at 262 acres by the Forest Service but hasn’t given any significant concern in about a week.  Forest Service and State Park personnel are, and will continue checking the fire lines regularly until we receive significant rain.  The fire was a result of a lightning strike around 4:00 pm on July 29th.

There were many agencies involved in the suppression efforts including our three fire departments Chimney Rock, Bills Creek, and Fairfield Mountains Fire Departments, the Lake Lure Fire Coordinators Office, the Rutherford County Fire Marshal’s Office, Hickory Nut Gorge EMS, Edneyville Fire Department and Henderson County Rescue Squad. The NC State Forest Service took the lead in this incident and the State Park Service was heavily involved.  Local volunteer fire departments from all over Rutherford and Henderson County were a tremendous help as this incident continued for over two weeks.

This was a very unusual fire for this time of year, but is a direct example of the severity of the drought we are experiencing.  Please take note of these conditions and even though there is not a burning ban yet, everyone should use extreme caution with any outdoor fires.

It is yet another example of the problems we have with our homes built in the forest.  We spent a tremendous amount of time protecting homes in close proximity to the fire due to the vegetation growing almost up against the homes.  We encourage and implore everyone to clear out a defensible space around your homes so they can be protected in the event of wildfire.  This does not mean you have to cut everything, but remove the small brushy vegetation away from your home about 50 ft. minimum.  The large hardwood trees are not the problem. It is the evergreen trees, mountain laurel and rhododendron. For more information please visit www.ncfirewise.org or call our office at 828-625-9333.

As most of you know the council voted in July to organize a new Municipal Fire Department and hire some additional paid firefighters.  This will allow for someone on duty 24 hours a day to greatly reduce response time.  This new department will also depend heavily on volunteers as our other departments.  We have a few new recruits but could still use more dedicated volunteers willing to train hard and become volunteer firefighters.  If you think this might be for you give me a call at 828-625-9333.


MOUNTAIN AND HILLSIDE DEVELOPEMENT
By Shannon Baldwin, AICP
Community Development Director

As you know, western North Carolina is rapidly developing.  As a result, more development is being located on steeper slopes and ridges.  The newly adopted 2007 - 2027 Lake Lure Comprehensive Plan identifies the need to address development of this nature within the Lake Lure community.  As a result, the Lake Lure Town Council commissioned the Zoning and Planning Board to study the issues and draft legislation in keeping with Policy LU-1-2.1 (concerned with development over a certain elevation) and Policy NE-3-1.1 (addresses steep slopes, topography, and minimizing grading) of the comprehensive plan. The community survey from the comprehensive plan indicated that 87 % of participants support ridgeline protection.

The Zoning and Planning Board will hold a public meeting September 16, 2008 in the Town Council meeting room of Town Hall at 9:00 am to begin finalizing its work on the Mountain and Hillside Development Ordinance.  The Zoning and Planning Board will conduct one last meeting on October 21, 2008 at the Lake Lure Fire Department at 9:30 am to place the finishing touches on the ordinance before it is forwarded to Town Council for a public hearing and possible adoption.  The Town Council public hearing has been set for November 11, 2008 at 7:00 pm in the Town Council meeting room of Town Hall.


Both the Town Council and Zoning and Planning Board request that you attend these very important meetings to listen and give the town your thoughts.

A working draft of the Mountain and Hillside Development Ordinance for the Town of Lake Lure will be on-line for your review at www.townoflakelure.com by September 5th.

At www.landofsky.org a report, Mountain Ridge and Steep Slope Protection Strategies, regarding the impacts of mountain and hillside development in western North Carolina is available for your review.  This document will help you understand all the issues surrounding developing steep slopes and on ridges.

 
For more information, please call Sheila Spicer at 625-9983, ext 117, or email cec@townoflakelure.com.

DUMPSTER “MANIA”
by Public Works 


The dumpsters that are located behind the maintenance building have been creating quite a stir lately due to being closed.
These dumpsters are for maintenance purposes around town by the town’s maintenance employees.  They are also available for that extra bag of household garbage that Lake Lure residents may have between scheduled pick-ups now and then. They are for household garbage only. This does not include construction material, brush or yard clippings or any commercial garbage. If you have a business or commercial entity of any kind, you will need to find another means of disposing of trash from your business.

The dumpster use is being greatly abused and they are being filled beyond their capacity. Please do not leave your garbage if the dumpsters are full. Leaving trash outside of the dumpsters will be considered littering. This area will be under surveillance and violator’s will be fined.  Please call 625-9983 to report any misuse that you see at the facility, including use from folks living outside of the Town of Lake Lure or any commercial use.   
Remember these dumpsters are closed when full. If the abuse continues, these dumpsters will be closed to all personal use indefinitely. 

Bill’s Creek Convenience Center, located at 2130 Bill’s Creek Rd (approximately 1 mile past Dalton’s General Store), accepts household garbage among many other items. Their hours of operation are 6 am to 8 pm Monday through Friday, 8 am to 8 pm on Saturday and 1 pm to 6 pm on Sunday. Call 828-625-8516 for specific information.

CONSERVING WATER
By the LL Water Dept.


As you are probably aware, we are in the most extreme drought conditions that we can be in. With no end in sight, we all need to do what we can do to conserve water.  


The highest volume water uses inside the home include: Toilet: 26.7%, Clothes Washer: 21.7%, Shower: 16.8%, Faucets: 15.7%, Leaks: 13.7%. You can conserve water now by using the following tips. 
Remembering to conserve water throughout your daily routine will eventually turn into such a habit that you won't even have to think about it. 

· Don't let the water run needlessly when 
washing dishes, shaving, or brushing your 
teeth. 

· Take shorter showers... keeping showers less 
than 5 minutes can save up to 1,000 gallons 
per month. 

· Plug the bathtub before turning the water on, 
and then adjust the temperature as the tub 
fills up. 

· Fix leaky faucets: Just one drip a second can 
waste 2,000 gallons of water per year. 

· If practical, try to run the dishwasher or 
washing machine only when completely full. 

· If you live in an older home, consider 
replacing your plumbing with low-flow 
fixtures and low-flush toilets. 

· Water your lawn only when necessary and 
consider landscaping with native plants 
adaptable to your climate's conditions. 

· Place a bucket in the shower to catch excess 
water to later water plants. This also works 
when washing dishes or vegetables in the 
sink. 

· Use the garbage disposal minimally and 
compost instead.

GOLF COURSE NEWS

by Matt Griffin

The winner of the free round of golf for the month of July was G.L. Pace. If you are a member and play 9 or 18 holes, be sure to stop by the clubhouse and sign an entry form for the monthly drawing. 

 
Marilyn Rodriguez is the newest member of our golf course employee team. She and her husband Lewis moved to North Carolina from Florida a few months ago. Marilyn will be our part time person who will fill in from time to time.  After 21yrs. in banking she is going to put her skills to work for us in the pro-shop! 


The next scheduled Golf Course Advisory Committee meeting will be Friday, Sept. 26, 2008. This is the last scheduled meeting for this year. 

We are still working the kinks out of our irrigation system.  It has been touch and go all summer watering the golf course. But we will get it working correctly soon. Thank you all for being patient with us. What we really need is a few good long days of rain!  

  

“When you play the game for fun, it’s fun.  When you play it for a living, it’s a game of sorrows.”  

                                                  Gary Player                                                                                       
Property owners and visitors can get the latest town happenings, town projects, and important information by visiting the homepage at www.townoflakelure.com and click on the Town News link on the left side of the page. 

NEWS AROUND LAKE LURE

A free outdoor concert featuring the “State of Mind Band” will be held at the Willowbrook Center on Saturday, September 20 at 7:00 pm. The concert is sponsored by The Old Cider Mill in Bat Cave, NC and Willowbrook Properties.

The event and parking are free, so bring your lawn chairs and refreshments and enjoy a fun evening of music from the 60’s to the 90’s.

The Willowbrook Center is located one mile east of the beach on Hwy. 64/74 (2100 block of Memorial Hwy).  Contact Joann D’Ambra at 828-329-6124 for more information.

The Lake Lure Shag Club Dance & Olympiad competition will be held on September 6th from 7 to 11 pm at the Beachside Grill and Beachcomber. Admission is $5.00 and everyone is welcome.
Golf Anyone?  The Lake Lure Lions Club is privileged to conduct the 2008 Olympiad Charity Golf Tournament to be played at the Bald Mountain Golf Course at Rumbling Bald Resort on Thursday, September 4 with a shotgun start at 8 a.m.


The tournament will be conducted under USGA Rules in a straight golf format. Registration begins at 7:15 a.m.  Register your team today or as an individual and you will be placed on a Team.  All players will receive a 2008 Olympiad T-shirt.


 Three Flights = Men, Women, and Senior Men with Gold, Silver and Bronze Medals awarded for individual play in each Flight for low gross and low net scores. Gold, Silver and Bronze Medals will also be awarded for team play with 2 best net of 4.


Prizes for closest to the Pin on Par 3 holes; also golf skills competition. Cost: $75 per player ($30 for Olympiad, $45 for golf).


Registration forms available at the following locations: Bald Mountain & Apple Valley Golf Courses, Sports Center in Forest City,  Lake Lure Town Hall, you may also print off a registration  on-line @ www.HickoryNutOlympiad.com. For more information call 828-694-3042. 


Money raised through the various Olympiad events will be distributed to numerous charitable organizations; the Lake Lure Lions Club is one of these recipients.
Didn’t make it to Beijing for the Olympics?  Check out the Olympiad in Lake Lure September 4th through 7th.  Michael Phelps will probably be a no-show, but depend on Eddie Zappel (and his Dad) to make the swimming competitive.  Sand volleyball will be in full swing on Saturday morning with Mike Harris and Michael Yelton going for the gold!  And while the Olympics had synchronized swimming, we have the Lake Lure Ski Club with stars such as Russ Pitts and Genevieve and Mark Helms wowing the crowd.   Other activities not seen in China include the Shag Dance held at the Beachside Grille, Horseshoes at the Geneva and Dragon Boat racing. For the kids, obstacle courses, super-sized slides and bouncing moonwalks will have to take the place of balance beams and pummel horses.  And again this year, Chris Braund, Karen Van Sickler and Angelo Grillo will compete in the Pinnacle/Sotheby’s Triathlon and the challenging Race to the Rock, sponsored by Carolina First Bank.  If you’re looking for Chinese food, it will be at the Taste of the Gorge on Saturday afternoon, as well as Italian food and local favorites.  Were there barbeque ribs in Beijing?  We think not!  Come out and support local charities as well as local athletes at the Olympiad.  SEE YOU AT THE FINISH LINE!! 

The Friends of the Mountains Branch Library welcomes Leanna Sain, NC mystery writer and portrait artist. Join us as the author reads excerpts from her novel, Gate to Nowhere and its sequel Return to Nowhere on Sunday, September 28 at 3:00 pm in the community room of the library. Ms. Sain is a talented local author who has written a most intriguing and suspenseful story about a young woman who stumbles backward in time to the year 1827 where she finds mystery, mayhem and murder in addition to unexpected romance. It will definitely leave you wanting more, so you will be pleased to know that novels two and three in the series are in the works. You will have the opportunity to purchase your own copy which Ms.Sain will gladly sign for you. Refreshments will be served, courtesy of the Friends of the Library.   
Lake Lure Newcomers invite those who are new residents in Lake Lure (24 months or less) to join them in various activities which include: potluck, gourmet, out’n about, theater, bridge/poker, book club, and hiking.  Anyone interested in becoming a member should visit the website www.lakelurenewcomers.com or call Joan or Russ Meade at 828-625-4744.
For the convenience of the public, the VFW Post 10473 has placed a receptacle for old and worn out American flags in the covered walkway at the town hall near the entrance to the police department’s door. If you would like a replacement flag, for a small fee, or are eligible and wish to join the VFW contact VFW Vice Commander Charles Hicks at 828-625-9278.
Free online newspaper for Lake Lure, Chimney Rock and Rutherford County. Local history, comprehensive calendar, groups, preserving the Gorge, fun things to do in the Gorge and local authors. http://www.hickorynutgorgenews.com  
Lake Lure Lakefront Owners Association (LLLOA). If you are a lakefront owner and want to keep informed about lake levels and other concerns caused by the current drought, the LLLOA invites you to become a member. If you are a Lake Lure lakefront owner and want to receive information about various lake issues, then the LLLOA invites you to become a member. Associate memberships are also encouraged for those who are interested in our lake.  Each year members receive a membership directory, informative Muse Letters, and a first class mailed subscription to the Town of Lake Lure monthly newsletter, Lake Lure News & Views.  Members meet at the Town Community Center socially at least annually to meet neighbors and discuss issues.   Annual dues are currently $25.00.  You may pick up an application for membership at the Municipal Center or via the website at www.townoflakelure.com under Lake Management or call Harvey Harris, Pres.  at 828-625-8872 for an application or any questions.

The deadline for newsletter articles to be received at Town Hall for the October issue is Sept. 24, 2008.






