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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1MAYOR’S COMMENTS
by Bob Keith
It’s time we all come together!


The Comprehensive Plan adopted in 2007 called for the study of vacation rentals and the development of a regulatory framework for operating them in our community in the most acceptable manner possible. For over five years, the residents and property owners of Lake Lure have been split over the Residential Vacation Rental issue and the proposed regulatory program. For over three years we met, argued and debated but came up with the current RVR ordinance in 2009. It was acknowledged that the ordinance probably wasn’t perfect and needed to be reviewed periodically for improvements. Shortly after adoption, three property owners appealed decisions by the Zoning Administrator. The Board of Adjustments denied their requests and supported the position of the Zoning Administrator. The decisions were appealed to Rutherford County Superior Court. The court ruled in favor of the applicants declaring the regulations should not apply to any property that engaged in rental activity prior to its adoption. The court further ruled that the regulations should not contain a number of provisions including occupancy limits, requiring adequate septic/sewer systems or compliance with the fire code. Finally, the town was ordered to pay the plaintiffs’ attorney’s fees.

By a 3-2 split decision, the Town Council decided to appeal. 


Let me give you my assessment as to why I think this is the best decision and in the best interests of the town. As elected officials, we are to respect and represent all the stakeholders in this issue in Lake Lure.


*First, the question of payment of attorney’s fees. Without an appeal, this represents about $48,000 liability to the town if unchallenged. Based on advice from our attorney and our appeals attorney, we feel the court erred in this decision. If the appeal is successful, the town saves up to $48,000. 


*Second, the actual filing of the appeal probably cost less than $1,000. No other legal expense is incurred for perhaps 6 – 8 months after we file the appeal.


*Third, by appealing, we have the ability, the time, the will and willingness (with minimal additional attorney expense) to amend and improve the current regulations. This could avoid, but doesn’t guarantee, a prolonged legal battle and associated expense.


Where are we? A draft of a new RVR ordinance amending the current regulations has been developed incorporating the following objectives all designed to address the litigants concerns and the court’s rulings:

*Scaling back regulations where there is not clear consensus on the town’s    authority (for example, septic systems, fire code)

*Clarifying that the provisions of the RVR program only applies during rental use of the home (not personal use)

*Eliminating various connection points between occupancy limits and the NC Building Code

*Protecting the rights of current vacation rental operators to continue this practice

*Ensuring that all RVR activities are conducted under the same regulatory program (versus having a class of exempted businesses)


We believe that this new improved ordinance addresses the concerns of our property owners, litigants and the court.


The draft of the revised ordinance now has to be reviewed by the three litigants, go through the formal process of review by the Zoning and Planning Board, a Public Hearing and adoption by Town Council. This could take up to 60 days again with minimal outside legal expense.


If we, as a group of citizens, get together behind this approach, we can satisfy the objectives as stated in the Comprehensive Plan, permit renters, protect the rights of adjacent residents and minimize legal expense to the town. Please call Chris Braund or any of the Council members if you have questions or concerns.

Again….Its time we all come together!

~


On the lighter side, Pam and I had the opportunity to visit the Lake Lure Train Station and Caboose over the weekend. With Christmas fast approaching, I could not help but reflect on the Lionel train set that miraculously appeared under our family Christmas tree all through the 1940’s and into the 50’s. Much as my brother and I tried to run that engine and trailing cars at maximum speed so as to create massive train wrecks, my Dad always kept that train operation running year after year until we found other interests. 


The Right Track Train Museum located next to the Post Office should be on your holiday agenda in the next few weeks. Kids from 5 to 85 will enjoy the train museum and have the opportunity to be an Engineer or Conductor running the impressive display of Lionel trains. Operator Peggy Keyes, in memory of her late husband Larry, has gifts and train accessories available for purchase with all proceeds going to support a search for a cure for Pancreatic Cancer. Have some fun; support a cause! 


And while you’re at it, visit the Caboose sandwich shop at the other end of the building. Pat and Ivy Smith are relatively new in town and will be making their name with unique sandwich and food items and soon to be announced catering business. Let’s all support our local businesses.

Finally, we wish everyone a merry, spiritual Christmas and all the best for the New Year.

tc "by Jim Proctor"
TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT

by Chris Braund
Future of the Golf Course?

At the end of November, the golf course was closed indefinitely.  The Course Doctors, who have done such a wonderful job in renovating and then operating the course for the past two years, have gone out of business and are selling or re-purposing their 9-hole course in Flat Rock.  They’ve witnessed what they believe to be an irreparable decline in the golf industry, particularly in courses that rely on midweek play by retirees.  They lost over $180,000 in two years operating our course—despite excellent playing conditions this year.  

The town council now must decide on the best utilization of this asset.  We now know that, in optimum condition, running the course requires at least $60,000 to $100,000 above what revenues it can generate.  One option is to find another professional operator interested in our course and pay them this subsidy.  A second option is to re-purpose the course—ideas submitted have included a public park with walking paths, a permanent campus for the school, athletic fields, a public works facility, or some combination of all of these.  While there are no cost-free options, golf is a particularly expensive and chemical-intensive use of the land.  Just since the 1980s, the town has invested over $4 million to run the course.  If we’re to continue this investment, our community must carefully evaluate the return to the community and taxpayers.

Fiscal Year 2010-2011 Results

The audit has been completed for the year ending June 30, 2011.  Despite the continuing recession and reduced budgets, the town was able to outperform expectations and strengthen our financial reserves.  Here are the results in each of the municipal funds:

	Fund
	Budget Performance
	Fund Balance Available for Appropriation (reserves)

	General 
	Surplus:  $116,051
	$1,061,178 

(17% increase) 

	Water/Sewer
	Surplus:  $151,4161
	$ 217,581

(329% increase)

	Hydroelectric
	$44,450 under budget2
	$431,367

(86% increase)

	Silt Removal Reserve
	N/A
	$177,645

(39% increase)

	Fire Equipment Reserve
	N/A
	$6,000


1Most of this surplus was the result of a settled lawsuit with a former vendor.

2The budget for the hydroelectric fund included an appropriation from fund balance to utilize prior-year surpluses for capital improvements.  Stronger revenues reduced the amount of withdrawal necessary.  



TOWN COUNCIL ACTIVITIES

by Town Clerk Andi Calvert
REGULAR MEETING: The regular town council meeting was held on Tuesday, November 15, 2011 at 7:00 p.m., in the meeting room of the Lake Lure Municipal Center.

Under the “consent agenda,” Town Council approved:
*minutes of the October 11, 2011 regular meeting and October 19, 2011 special meeting and closed session;

*a request from Mary Ann Ransom on behalf of Hickory Nut Gorge Outreach to suspend the town’s peddling ordinance to hold a rummage sale on Saturday, December 3, 2011 in the parking lot of the Hickory Nut Gorge Outreach office;

*a budget amendment regarding a Facebook grant received by the Lake Lure Fire Department; 

*a request from Mayor Bob Keith to direct the Zoning and Planning Board to review the Town’s Zoning Regulations to address special events and propose an amendment for council’s consideration; 

*capital project Ordinance No. 11-11-15A regarding the Washburn Marina slip renovation and construction.

Town Council also:
* gave council liaison reports and comments;
* held a public hearing and adopted Ordinance No. 11-11-15 amending the Town Code of Ordinances chapter 84A concerning the regulation of noise;

* held a public forum discussion regarding Lake Lure Golf Course;

* continued a hearing to appeal the decision of the Lake Structures Appeals Board Case No. LSA-2010003 from Attorney T. Eugene Mitchell on behalf of Tim Fisk;

*took action on a request from Tom and Carla Neumann asking the Town for assistance in removing a large tree from private property along the south side of Mistletoe Park Lane; and

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1* received a staff report from the town manager.

SPECIAL MEETING: A special town council meeting was held on Wednesday, October 19, 2011, 2:00 p.m., in the meeting room of the Lake Lure Municipal Center for the purpose of  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1holding a closed session to discuss legal matters and attorney client privilege in accordance with G.S. 143-318.11(a) (3) regarding three Board of Adjustment appeals to Superior Court.
Notice of vacancy –  The Zoning & Planning Board, Board of Adjustment/Lake Structure Appeals Board, Parks & Recreation Board and the ABC Board have members with terms expiring on December 31, 2011. Town Council will be considering candidates for appointment to these boards at their regular December meeting which will be held on December 13. If you are interested in serving on any of these boards, please come by the town hall and fill out an application. You may also visit our website at www.townoflakelure.com for an application. 

COMMUNITY POLICING NEWS

by Chief Eric Hester
Holiday Hints
Lake Lure Police Department offers a Resident Check program for our residents that are going to be gone from their home for an extended time.  While we offer this great program, we also wanted to give you some hints into making your home secure.

· Purchase several automatic light on/off switches, making it appear someone is home.

· Make sure all your windows and doors are locked, screens are in place and blinds/curtains are in a closed position.  Turning your blinds with the bottom of the slat toward the window helps keep others from seeing in.

· Have the Post Office hold your mail as well as schedule no deliveries on any newspaper deliveries.

· If you can’t leave a vehicle in your driveway, see if a neighbor can help you by having them park periodically in your drive.

· Purchase a monitored alarm system with audible alarms.  We can’t push this enough.
· Leave a radio playing.  Talk shows are great played at a minimal level to where an intruder just might hear it loud enough to hear voices, but not know what the subject matter is.

· If you have a neighbor watching your home, have them go in and turn the television on periodically in the evenings just for a few hours and also check your home for signs of tampering of windows and doors.

· Purchase a video monitoring system that monitors your indoors as well as the exterior of your property.

· Hang holiday lights around your entrance door and put them on a timer.

· Call the Lake Lure Police Department at 828-625-4685 and have your home put on our Resident Check program when you’re going to be out of town for an extended length of time.

2011 Legislative Update Training

Chief Eric Hester and Lieutenant Andy Greenway attended the North Carolina Sheriff’s Association 2011 Legislative Update Training Course that was offered in Haywood County on October 8th.

This training was offered to sheriff’s department’s personnel and other state agencies across North Carolina.   The updated training was sponsored by the N.C. Governor’s Highway Safety Program and used the “train-the-trainer” format as well as provided other updated take-home material.  This information provided a long list of new updated changes in some of the laws that came from the N.C. Legislature.  Some of these new changes will have a significant impact to the residents of North Carolina.

Resident Response

Enough could not be said about the recent self-defense class that was offered by LLPD at the Town Center in late October.  We’ve received great response from the individuals that attended, as well as some great suggestions for other public courses that the police department could facilitate.  We’ve had many requests for another self-defense class which we may schedule for sometime in the spring of 2012.  We also are discussing the idea of a CPR/First Aid Class with Fire Chief Ron Morgan.  There are many ways for our police department to interact with the citizens of Lake Lure.  We’d like to hear from you as well with any ideas you may have with ways our police department can better serve and/or work with our residents.  We welcome your suggestions.  Please give us a call at 828-625-4685 or stop by our office, located in the Town Center.

POLICE REPORT 

Alarm Calls Received
26
Accidents
9
Arrests
10
Bank Alarms
0

Breaking and Entering
1
Business Checks
7317
Citations Issued
19
Community Contacts
1697
Extra Patrols
90
Larceny Reports
1
Requested Residential Checks
211
Road Checks
2152
Vandalism Reports
0

Warnings Issued
25
Cases Cleared
2
Cases Cleared by Arrest
0

NEW NOISE ORDINANCE CALLS
Motorcycle Noise Check
16
Motorcycle Noise Verbal Warning
2

Motorcycle Noise Written Warning
5
Motorcycle Noise Citations
1

Resident/Business Noise Complaints
2
LAKE ACTIVITIES

Patrols
1
Cove Checks
52
Verbal Warnings
0
Written Warnings
0

Citations Issued
0

Assistance to other Vessels
2
Unauthorized Swimmers
1
Patrol Hours
2

COMMUNITY FIRE NEWS

by Ron Morgan 

Lake Lure Fire Department Receives $10,000 Facebook Grant

The Lake Lure Fire Department recently learned they would receive a grant from Facebook for $10,000 to purchase and install computers and software in a couple of our fire trucks.  This equipment will make information received by the dispatcher immediately available to firefighters responding to calls.  Now when someone calls 911 for an emergency the dispatcher notifies the fire department over a radio system and gives them basic generic information about the call.  This new system will make all the notes the dispatcher enters into the 911 computer about the call immediately available to responders.  The new equipment will also include mapping capability making it easier to locate the emergency call.

The firefighters are excited about the new capability, it has been available to the county paramedics and county officers for a couple years but we have not been able to afford the equipment for our apparatus.  A special thanks to Facebook for making this possible.

Wildland Fire Season is here time to clean around your home

Wildland fire season starts in the fall each year and runs through the winter and into May normally.  Now that almost all the leaves are on the ground it is a good time to get out the rake or leaf blower and clear them from around your house.  We have had some very large wildland fires in Lake Lure in recent years and in the past have lost some homes to wildland fires.  One of the biggest things you can do to protect you home from wildland fires is to clean the leaves and dead brush away from your house.  This will help prevent the fire from burning up to your home.  Removing the leaves from your roof can also help prevent your home from wildfires.

If you have any questions concerning protecting your home from wildfires or other concerns we may be able to help you with, please call me at the fire station, 828-625-9333.

PLANNING BOARD VISITS BILTMORE PARK TOWN SQUARE

by Paula S. Jordan

This past month the Zoning and Planning Board visited the Biltmore Park Town Square (BPTS), the business and cultural center of Biltmore Park community, in the first of several visits to town centers around the region. The purpose is to learn what the planning, design, and implementation experiences in other town centers have been, and the ways those experiences might inform our choices in the same areas as we consider economic revitalization of our own town center in Lake Lure (LLTC).

There are obvious differences between Lake Lure’s town center and BPTS. BPTS is much larger (42 acres to LLTC’s 15) and is laid out on a main street rather than a town center plan. BPTS was built from scratch, while we have a partially finished town center, which both assists and in some instances challenges the planning and design work ahead. Also, BPTS occupies a rolling landscape rather than a mountain valley, and was not gifted with the variety or quality of natural environments that we enjoy and wish to preserve

Still, they have faced and successfully dealt with many of the same challenges that we face in the revitalization of our town center.

The visit began with a walk around the Town Square noting and photographing points of interest. While the width of the streets was appropriate to the larger scale of BPTS, and afforded plentiful on-street parking for visitors, that, together with the sizes of the buildings, produced a more urban feeling than the smaller-scale streets and buildings envisioned for the Lake Lure town center depicted in the 1926 Luremont Plan created by Earle S. Draper. We did like the comfortably wide sidewalks with attractive gathering places out of the main foot traffic. There were frequent benches, small trees and other plantings, and an occasional attractive sculpture. One focal point, a larger garden area, offered more secluded seating. A safe, grassy play area, in clear view of diners in the adjacent restaurant, allows adults to enjoy leisurely meals with friends while keeping an eye on the kids. At other times the grassy area offers open air space for music and other entertainments. 

Later we were able to talk at some length with Paul Szurek, Chief Financial Officer of Biltmore Farms, LLC, about the planning and implementation process that produced the Town Square development.

BPTS was developed as a joint venture between Biltmore Farms, LLC (a development corporation separate from Biltmore Estate, Inc.) and a development partner, Crosland of Charlotte. Crosland brought successful experience with a comparable village development, Birkdale in Huntersville, and provided invaluable market analysis, identifying appropriate retailers for key commercial locations in the village.

      The development approach at BPTS began with a Master Plan, including a land plan, which was completed in 1997 but continued to evolve in response to economic and market changes over the ensuing years. The process included: 

· A Concept Plan – envisioning, in general, the desired features and attributes of the Town Square, the appearance of the structures, and the demographics of the residents who would be drawn to such a community.

· A Market Assessment – evaluating the commercial uses and services likely to be desired by the expected population as well as residents of the larger surrounding region. 

· A Determination of the desired uses in the Town Square, with the intention that the uses planned for the site should drive site and structure design


· Recruitment of key service and retail tenants – these included a large YMCA to serve existing neighborhoods as well as the new development, a Barnes and Noble bookstore, a moderately sized but excellent Hilton Hotel, and a large arena-style movie theater. 

· Determination of the exact size and placement of structures

· Drafting of Construction Documents for the major retail anchors of the Square.

· Completion of structures in phases

     The BPTS  residential development plan includes apartments (located above businesses on the main street,) condos (set a block or more away from the main street,) and single family dwellings (set further back from and surrounding the Town Square area.) The apartments are full with waiting lists, the first phase of Condo construction is also doing well, and the single family lots are fully built. Surprisingly, the average age of the residents is 55, not much below Lake Lure’s.

    Equally important as the design process was the Biltmore Farms, LLC business ethic, which is to promote community through:

· Environmental Wellness

· BPTS is a LEED certified neighborhood design project with one silver and one gold certified LEED buildings.

· Economic Development

· BPTS, the largest private construction project in WNC, was developed without public subsidy

· Education

· including a college branch and other opportunities

· Health and Wellbeing

· A number of clinics and other medical practitioners

· Arts and Culture, plentifully provided.

These and other insights will be very helpful as we move forward with the Town Center revitalization project in Lake Lure.


Laying the Groundwork

for Lake Lure’s Newest Public Park
by Suzy Smoyer
The 200-acre undeveloped property on the north side of town that was once part of the former Grey Rock subdivision will one day be another great town park for residents and visitors to enjoy.

Through a grant, the town purchased the land in 2010.  

Carolina Mountain Land Conservancy (CLMC), instrumental in this acquisition, acquired the adjacent 1,300 acres, also part of the failed Grey Rock subdivision.  CMLC and the town have hired professional trail designers, Trail Dynamics, to complete a feasibility study for each tract of land.  Based in Cedar Mountain, North Carolina, Trail Dynamics’ clients include several state and national parks, municipalities, universities, planned communities and non-profit organizations.

The park will be named Buffalo Creek Park, and will include approximately seven miles of mountain bike and hiking trails. The trail system will include 1/3 mile of a Type 1 trail (mostly ADA accessible trail) along Buffalo Creek and two stacked loop trails (one will be a Type 2 beginner trail and the other will be and Type 3 intermediate/ advanced trail.) Picnic tables will be positioned along the creek and a bike skills area for kids is also planned. The town is seeking grant funds to execute construction of a trail system.

The Nature Conservancy and Chimney Rock State Park own additional land in the area of the tracts owned by the town and CMLC. Together it all forms a large virtually contiguous area of conserved land.  The Buffalo Creek Trail System will provide a vital link to this extremely important future network of conservation and recreation lands, including the primary access to the adjacent CMLC property which will include approximately 10-15 miles of additional hiking and mountain bike trails.  An important element of both trail systems is the Summits Trail, a proposed trail that circumnavigates the mountain peaks around Lake Lure and connects several trail systems.  The Summits Trail will eventually cross through properties belonging to the town CMLC, the Nature Conservancy, Chimney Rock State Park and participating private property owners. The proposed Summits Trail and spur trails will expand upon the current tourism economy by offering the unique opportunities for mountain biking, day hiking, section hikes and multi-day adventures, thereby increasing economic opportunities for the town and surrounding communities.

For more information, to volunteer with future trail work or to make a tax deductible contribution to the project, contact town hall at 625-9983.


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1LAKE OPERATIONS
by Clint Calhoun, Environ. Mgmt. Officer
Well hopefully everyone is now stuffed like a Thanksgiving turkey and your bellies are good and stretched in preparation for the Christmas dinners and parties.  Obviously food is one of the great things about the holiday season.  All of that said, the folks at Lake Operations hope everyone has a safe and happy holiday.

As far as things people need to know: 

· If you plan to donate your used Christmas tree to the fish habitat program, please drop them off at the Town boathouse behind the ABC Store.  Make sure you remove all decorations (tinsel, lights, ornaments, etc.) and place them where the old willow tree used to be (you’ll see the stump).

· As we have said several times lately, the lake will be lowered starting December 1st.  It will start back up on March 1st so please plan your repair projects accordingly and make sure boats are either out of the water or on lifts to prevent vessel damage.

· The marina project has begun. We ask that the public please stay out of the construction zone for safety reasons.  If you have questions regarding the project, please refer them to the Lake Operations Department.

· If anyone is interested in renting one of the new slips after the new marina is completed, please contact Linda Ward at (828)625-9983 x 129 to see if space is available.

· This is also a reminder to make sure construction sites have adequate ground cover and are prepared for the winter season, as this is when construction sites can potentially have the most off-site sedimentation, resulting in a potential notice of violations.

· Lastly, if you have permanently or temporarily moored inflatables, they are not permitted on the lake from December 1st until March 31st.  If you have one of these structures, it must be taken off the water.  They may be placed back in the water after April 1st when the lake is raised.    

      Again, have a safe and happy holiday.  If you have Lake Operation questions, contact Dean Givens at (828)625-9983 ext. 501 or e-mail him at loa@townoflakelure.com.  For environmental management issues or lake structure issues, contact Clint Calhoun at ext. 502 or at eco@townoflakelure.com.
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NEWS AROUND LAKE LURE

We need your

"Presence" & "Presents" 

@ The 2011 
Hickory Nut Gorge Chamber of Commerce
Annual Christmas FUNraiser Gala
 

The Most Fun You Can Have Without Breaking the Law!
Monday, December 5, 2011
6:30 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 
Alyssa's @ Lake Lure
 

*Holiday Attire Suggested  

Open To The Public
Tickets Are Only $30 Advance/$35 Door
 *Tickets & Donation Forms are Available

 at the Visitor Center or from any Board Member  
HICKORY NUT GORGE OUTREACH:

Hope Bags for Christmas Holiday Baskets

Christmas HOPE BAGS (Help Other People Eat) are ready to be picked up from Hickory Nut Gorge Outreach Office. The food collected in these bags will help us provide Christmas Dinner of either a turkey or a ham and the trimmings for our local families in need so they too can have a wonderful Christmas dinner to share with their family. For more information call us at 828-625-4683 or drop in to see our volunteers at the office.


Thank you to all who gave funds and food to help us feed 140 families for Thanksgiving.

Toy Drive for Angel Tree Gift Program – Hickory Nut Gorge Outreach is in need of new toys, clothing, and wrapping paper. This year we are doing our Angel Tree Gift Program like the Christmas Cheer other organizations are involved in. We appreciate your help with new toys and new clothing. Call the number above for more information and specific ages and toys needed.

A Yard Sale for Hickory Nut Gorge Outreach will be held from 8am to 3pm on Saturday, December 3 at our office which is located at 2570 Memorial Hwy, Lake Lure. Items for sale will include books, household items, Christmas items, etc. along with hot dogs, hot apple cider, cookies and fresh popcorn. Please come out and help us raise funds for our Christmas Programs for our local families in need.    

Fairfield Mountains Chapel Women of the Church Christmas House Walk

Monday, December 5th     9:00am to 12 noon     Tickets $15.00*
 
*includes ‘Christmas Cookie Drop In’ at the Chapel durng the hours of the Walk

Call April Hill, 625-2411, for more information!

2011 Homes are:
           Jim & Sally Skidmore
     

Brian & Angie Bittle

Kendrick & Maryann Brown     
                         Lemuel & Sandra Oates

Tickets on Sale November 13th!!!

Volksmarching arrives in  Lake Lure! -  On 2 January 2012 a Year Round Volksmarch Event will be available in Lake Lure to all who are interested in walking for exercise, camaraderie and enjoyment of the beauty of the Hickory Nut Gorge.  The event which is sponsored by the Asheville Amblers Walking Club and promoted locally by Janet and Jim Walters of Lake Lure, will begin at the Hickory Nut Gorge Visitors Center in Lake Lure and offer walkers an option of either a five kilometer (three mile) or ten kilometer (six mile) walk route.   

Walkers will be able to obtain the necessary information by asking the staff at the Visitors Center for the "Walk Box," from which they can obtain the directions for the walk route.  Since this Lake Lure - Chimney Rock walk will officially begin on Monday, 2 January, Janet and Jim will be hosting an inaugural walk at 10AM that day to offer  

the Lake Lure Parks and Recreation Board Members and any other interested participants the opportunity to "walk the walk" on its very first day.  Walkers who opt to walk for AVA credit will be charged $3 for the event, although it is free to those who elect to enjoy the experience.  For further information, please contact Jim or Janet Walters (828) 625-9456.  Additional details about the American Volkssport Association and more than two thousand other walks throughout the Fifty United States and the District of Columbia are available at www.ava.org."

Help us, help those in need. Participate in the Hickory Nut Gorge Community Garden either through volunteering or donations. All produce from the Community Garden is donated to Hickory Nut Gorge Outreach. Plots are also available for lease. For information either go to www.friendsofhng.org and click the Garden Tab or contact Tara Normington 828-458-0853.

Lake Lure Newcomers invite those who are new residents in Lake Lure (24 months or less) to join them in various activities which include: potluck, gourmet, out’n about, theater, bridge/poker, book club, and hiking.  Anyone interested in becoming a member should visit the website www.lakelurenewcomers.com or call Mike Modzelewski, 828-625-9670.
For the convenience of the public, the VFW Post 10473 has placed a receptacle for old and worn out American flags in the covered walkway at the town hall near the entrance to the police department’s door. If you would like a replacement flag, for a small fee, or are eligible and wish to join the VFW contact VFW Vice Commander Charles Hicks at 828-625-9278.
Free online newspaper for Lake Lure, Chimney Rock and Rutherford County. Local history, comprehensive calendar, groups, preserving the Gorge, fun things to do in the Gorge and local authors. http://www.hickorynutgorgenews.com  
Lake Lure Lakefront Owners Association (LLLOA). If you are a Lake Lure lakefront owner and want to receive information about these and other concerns, then the LLLOA invites you to become a member. Associate memberships are also encouraged for those who are interested in the lake or who keep a boat on the lake. If you are a Lake Lure lakefront owner and do not belong, we encourage you to join us and stay informed about lake issues. We welcome associate membership for all who are interested in our lake. Each year members receive a membership booklet, informative Muse Letters, and a first class mailed subscription to the Town of Lake Lure monthly newsletter, Lake Lure News & Views.  Members meet at the Town Community Center socially at least annually to meet neighbors and discuss issues.   Annual dues are currently $25.00.  You may pick up an application for membership at the Municipal Center or via the website at www.townoflakelure.com under Lake Management or call Brown Thornton, President @ 828-625- 8693 for an application or any questions.


Check out the free Mountain Breeze Newspaper, news of the greater Lake Lure area, at www.mountainbreezenews.com we are in our 22nd year   

[image: image1.emf]

   If you are interested in becoming a volunteer firefighter please contact Ron Morgan at firechief@townoflakelure.com or (828) 625-9333 for more information. 

The deadline for newsletter articles to be received at Town Hall for the January issue is December 15, 2011. 
Complaints concerning the operation of tour boats on Lake Lure may call 828-625-1373. 






