More Questions?  Contact the Zoning Administrator at (828) 625-9983,

or read the Zoning Regulations at www.TownOfLakeLure.com
This pamphlet is designed to

provide general information only.

Any decisions and processes will

be based upon the regulations of the                               Town of Lake Lure.
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What to know about building on mountains and hillsides…

· What properties are affected?

A lot of record as of the effective date of the new mountain and hillside provisions is “grandfathered” for the construction of a single-family dwelling.  However, when a lot of record has an average slope of 40% or greater, a geotechnical analysis must be submitted demonstrating site suitability for the proposed development.
· Can I build something other than a single family home on my lot?

Yes; however, applications to construct anything other than a single-family dwelling and/ or customary accessory structures will need to contain certain information, including topographic surveys, soils reports, hydrology reports and a geotechnical analysis, to evaluate the impacts of the proposed structure.
· My lot was created after the effective date of the ordinance, what can I build?
If your lot was created after the effective date of the ordinance, it complies with the standards contained in the ordinance.  Development on your lot must comply with all applicable regulations contained in the ordinance and elsewhere in the Town’s regulations.

What ridges are covered by the PMROZ?

Only those mountain ridges which are particularly visible by virtue of their location and elevation are regulated by the ordinance. These ridges are shown on the “Protected Mountain Ridge Overlay Zone Map.”

· What are Protected Mountain Ridge Overlay Zones (PMROZ)?

The PMROZ is an overlay zoning district that regulates construction on lands within fifty feet of the centerline of specific ridges.  All these ridges are located 1,200 feet above mean sea level and identified by the PMROZ Map.
· Can I build on my lot located in the PMROZ?

Yes, you can build. However, new residential development in the PMROZ is regulated with respect to building height, screening, tree protection and roof lines in an effort to protect significant viewsheds. All construction must comply with all other applicable development regulations as well.
· What if my lot size does not comply with the new minimum standards?

The minimum lot size requirements in the regulations only apply to newly created lots. Existing lots (lots of record) may have a single-family home built upon them regardless of the size as long as they comply with all applicable regulations.

· What is a building grading envelope (BGE)?

The maximum land disturbance allowed for establishing building and grounds.  All buildings, walls, lawns, driveways, site amenities, septic fields and associated land disturbance from construction activity must be confined within this envelope.  The BGE may be one area or several smaller areas.
