
The Greenline
REG IONA L S EWE R I N T E R CONNEC T

Bringing Far-reaching Benefits to the Local
Environment, Economy & Health of our Citizens

A Progressive, Ecologically Sound Approach to Wastewater Treatment
The Greenline Regional Sewer Interconnect will be an 18-mile buried pipeline from

Lake Lure to Rutherfordton along US Highway 64/74A. Wastewater collected from Lake

Lure and the surrounding region will be pumped to Rutherfordton and treated in their

larger, more modernized facility.

A NORTH CAROLINA PARTNERSHIP OF

The City of Rutherfordton
The Town of Lake Lure

The Village of Chimney Rock
Rutherford County Government



A regional approach sounds
good, but why now?
If you have lived in or around Lake

Lure for any length of time, you know that

the Town operates a highly unique sewer

system of collection pipes that were

installed in the lakebed over 80 years

ago. Through a state permit, the town also

operates an aging treatment plant that

discharges into the Broad River. At times,

Lake Lure’s plant has operated under a

Special Order by Consent with the

Department of Water Quality and placed

under a sewer connection moratorium. We

must address mounting capacity issues at

the existing treatment plant as well as

water infiltration issues with the

underwater pipes.

Of the possible solutions explored, and

given today’s s cost and technologies, no

other alternative best addresses our sewer

management needs.

Our plant is operating safely and within

capacity for the moment, but it is

important that we plan and prepare for a

better long-term solution.

The Greenline will bring new sewer

capability to large areas of the county

along the Hwy 64/74 corridor, where the

pipeline will cross three watershed basins

Benefits:
• It will provide a more cost effective

solution than expanding the capacity

of Lake Lure’s current plant, as that

option would be far more expensive,

require land acquisitions and

relocation of the plant

• Eliminate discharge into the Broad

River, resulting in improved water

quality

• Enable the Town of Lake Lure to retire

its aging wastewater treatment plant

• Allow us to focus resources on

improvements to our unique,

underwater sewer collection system

• Support sustainable growth since the

current sewer treatment capacity is

increasingly limited and our steep

terrain limits additional septic options

• Take advantage of Rutherfordton’s

willingness to process Lake Lure’s

waste while providing them with

additional revenue and helping their

plant to function optimally from our

added volume

• Support economic stimulus and growth

potential within our Tier 1 county,

which are those counties identified by

the NC Dept. of Commerce as the

most-distressed

The Greenline



How much will it cost and
who supports it?
The Greenline is an estimated $8–10

million project. Realizing that it is truly a

win for the region, the towns of Lake Lure

& Rutherfordton, the Village of Chimney

Rock and Rutherford County have all

passed resolutions supporting the project.

The Department of Natural Resources–

Division of Water Quality is also supportive

of a regional solution. Several North

Carolina state officials have expressed

support for this project.

Where will we get $10 million?
The current customer base is far too

small to support funding of this project

through rate increases. Additionally, state

statutes limit a town’s ability to use general

tax revenues for sewer infrastructure.

The answer to funding the much-needed

Greenline is through programs that help

rural municipalities to build and improve

infrastructure that they could not otherwise

take on. We will pursue various grants from

the NC Rural Center, Clean Water

Management Trust Fund, DENR, ARRA

stimulus programs and even direct federal

appropriations. Lake Lure has already

received one such grant—$1 million from

the NC Rural Center. The availability of

future funds is dependent on the level of

budget cuts within these programs.

When the project is ultimately funded, its

investment in regional infrastructure will

bring long-reaching benefits to the

environment, the local economy and the

health, safety and welfare of all of us.

What are the next steps and
what can I do?
Express your support for the project to

state, regional and locally elected officials.

We will continue to pursue grants and

commit local funds to the project. Once we

have a clear strategy for fully covering the

cost, we will move forward. Until then, we

will continue to operate our current plant

and actively combat water infiltration.



The Village of
Chimney Rock

Rutherford County Government

For more information visit:
The Town of Lake Lure website at www.townloflakelure.com

Or call The Town Offices at 828.625.9983

P.O. Box 255, Lake Lure, NC 28746
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